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Arab Monetary Fund deposits 
$50 million in Central Bank 

^^«T? ie - cn Fimncin S Inter-Arab Trade 
offered Jordan S50 million in credit facilities to help finance 
“£ changes with the other Arab coTtrieT^^ 

^ CB i? wen »r Ziyad Fariz and AMFIkxnd 
O^ranJ^seni Mana'i said the $50 million in credit 

exchanees wiih'A^h 3 ^ ^ 0rdan 1- months in its trade 

** ^tes, while the $50 million deposit 
m ?*' CB' I in onfer to enhance and beJpsta- 
JJ* the Kingdom s national currency by increasing its for- 

< rcseTveSl 111 a P 1 ^ statementSSing the 

*** ^ agreement is part 
? encourage trade exchanges among 
Arab states and contribute to Arab economic integration. 
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Your 25-year-old 
aviation specialist. 

Wherever and whcnew you need » fty. 
we'll be ready. Out aircraft are equipped 
with Ihe laiaa leehndogy and furnished 
lor your maximum camion. 

Ground arra n ge m ents, food, beverage and 
other requirements ore provided according 
to your tpccilicarions. 
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Pricer Jordan 200 Fils 


King, former U.S. ambassadors 


Iraq 


discuss 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah said 
Sunday that Jordan will 
remain committed to the 
late King Hussein’s foreign 
and domestic policies, 
stressing that the Kingdom 
will continue efforts to 
arrive at a comprehensive 
peace for all peoples in the 
region. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with former U.S. ambas- 
sadors Roscoe Suddarth and 
Richard Murphy at the 
Royal court. Kang Abdullah 
said Jordan considers peace 
the best guarantee for the 
region in the near and dis- 
tant future. 

But the King noted that 
peace requires the com- 
bined efforts of all nations 
in the region and the world. 

In his meeting with Sud- 
darth, who is president of 
the Middle East Institute, 
and Murphy, a senior fellow 
at the Institute, King Abdul- 
lah spoke about the difficul- 
ties and challenges facing 
the development process in 
Jordan. 

The King said Jordan is 

King 

meets 
with JPA 
today 

By Amy Henderson 

AMMAN — The Jordan j 
Press Association is sched- 
uled to meet with His 
Majesty King Abdullah 
today, signalling that a , 
renewed dialogue on the 
country’s Press and Publica- 
tions Law is picking up 
momentum. 

JPA President Seif Sherif 
said the meeting’s agenda is 
an "open one. but we hope 
that we will have a chance to 
convey our concerns not 
only about the press law. but 
about all issues that concern 
our profession." 

The meeting follows an 
appointment yesterday 
between the JPA and Royal 
Court Chief Abdul Karim 
Kabariti and another meeting 
the previous day between the 
JPA and Prime Minister 
Abdur-Ra’uf S. Rawabdeh. 

When the Rawabdeh gov- 
ernment was formed 1 1 days 
ago. journalists hailed the 
appointment of three "liber- 
al" politicians — Kabariti, 
Rawabdeh and Information 
Minister Nasser Lawzi, all 
known critics of the 1998 
press law — to key Cabinet 
posts. But they said they 
feared that the press law 
would have to take a back 
seat to more pressing issues, 
such as the economy, unem- 
ployment and this year’s 
looming drought, all of 
which ranked high on the 
agenda in King Abdullah s 
letter of designation. 

The JPA has been the first 
of the country’s 13 profes- 
sional associations invited to 
meet senior officials, and 
Sherif said the JPA and the 
media have been pleasantly 
surprised by the interest so 
fur shown in the press. 

•We will be the first associ- 
ation to meet His Majesty. 
We find it a positive sign that 
we are able to engage in con- 
struetixe dialogue at the 
hi chest levels, and we are 
very encouraged by this sig- 
nal" he said. "We are look- 
in- forward to seeing how 
King Abdullah raws 

things." 

(Continued on page 2) 


peace process, economy 

King, Mubarak meet today 


placing economic reform on 
the top of its priorities to 
address problems facing the 
Jordanian people under the 
cuiTent difficult circum- 
stances. 

He also underlined Jor- 
dan's determination to work 
for the creation of an invest- 
ment climate to attract 
investors from Arab and 
foreign countries. 

Also Sunday, King Abdul- 
lah met, with a delegation 
representing American 
friends of the Israeli Meretz 
Party for talks on the peace 
process and the obstacles 
facing the Palestinian- 
Israefi track. 

Calling for consolidated 
efforts to overcome the dif- 
ficulties, the King stressed 
the need for all concerned 
parties to honour their com- 
mitments so that a durable 
peace can be guaranteed. 
King Abdullah stressed that 
the requirements of peace 
should override the require- 
ments of national elections. 

The King also met Peter 
Gubser, president of the 
American Near East 


CAIRO (Petra J — His Majesty King Abdullah and 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak today ytTll :hold a 
meeting in Taba to discuss recent developments in the 
peace process and bilateral relations, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa said, Musa added that King; Abdulr 
~ lah and Mubarak will also inaugurate a project finking 
the electricity grids of Jordan and Egypt 


Refugee Aid (ANERA) 
institution, and discussed 
the question of Palestinian 
refugees, their status and 
the burden shouldered by 
Jordan in accommodating 
the largest number of 
refugees. 

King Abdullah called for 
intensive international 
efforts to help the refugees 
realise their rights to com- 
pensation and repatriation 
in accordance with U.N. 
resolutions. 

King Abdullah also 
thanked the U.S. institution 
for its continued assistance 
to the Palestinian refugees. 

Founded in 1968, 
ANERA is a non-profit, 
charitable organisation 


which is principally con- 
cerned with the long-term 
development needs of 
Palestinians and Lebanese. 

ANERA assists grassroots 
organisations to provide 
their communities with cru- 
cial health and community 
services in addition to 
increasing employment and 
educational opportunities 
for deprived groups. 

The institution helps pro- 
vide basic necessities of life 
to people adversely affected 
by war and conflict. 

King Abdullah also met 
with the visiting chairman 
of the Arab Monetary Fund, 
Jassem Mana’i. The King 
expressed Jordan’s appreci- 
ation for AMF assistance. 



His Majesty King Abdullah meets Sunday with a child injured in a fire at a kindergarten in the northern part of 
the country (Photo by Yousef ‘Allan) 

King visits children injured in school fire 


Poll finds public opinion 
against unity with PNA before 
Palestinian independence 


By Saad G. Haffar 

AMMAN — Most Jordani- 
ans are opposed to die 
prospects of either a confed- 
eration or federation with the 
Palestine National Authority 
before the creation of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian stale on 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, according to a poll car- 
ried out by a local newspaper. 

The poll, published Sunday 
by the Arabic daily A1 Arab 
A1 Yawm. found that 58.9 per 
cent of the sample were 
a gains t any Jordardan-Pales- 
tinian unity before the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian stale. 

Nevertheless, 513 per cent 
of the polled sample — cov- 
ering 596 people chosen at 
random in the 12 gover- 
norates — favoured full- 
fledged unity, but only with a 
future sovereign Palestinian 
entity. 

When it came to confedera- 
tion or federation, however, 
the percentage dropped to 42 
and 40.7 per cent, respective- 
ly. While Jordan officially 
maintains a hardlin e stance on 
this issue, the poll sought, 
according to the paper, to 
gauge the overall mood at the 
grassroots level regarding this 
thorny political subject. 

PNA leader Yasser Arafat 
rekindled the issue when he 


offered 1 a confederated West 
Bank with Jordan, shortly 
after the death of King Hus- 
sein on Feb. 7. 

Jordan dismissed again as 
‘‘premature'’ Arafat's appar- 
ent trial balloon, ahead of the 
May 4 target set to declare a 
Palestinian state regardless of 
the outcome of peace negoti- 
ations with Israel. 

Political circles in Amman 
do not see eye-to-eye with the 
PNA leadership on the pro- 
posed confederation. 

“There is a consensus that 
the Jordan! an-Palestinian 
bond is quite unique and 
stronger than all theoretical 
formulae.- but there is also a 
consensus that the timing for 
this project is not ripe yet,” 
said Senator Marwan Du din. 
“Any talk of unity should not 
be discussed before the Pales- 
tinians secure their right on 
their soil including an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state.” 

Dudin, a forma: minister 
for occupied territories 
affairs, told the Jordan Times 
that the poll highlighted a 
strong tendency amongst Jor- 
danians for unity. 

He noted, however, that 
“the insistence by either side 
towards confederation now 
could jeopardise the rights of 
both parties." 

When the late King Hussein 


severed administrative and 
legal ties with the West Bank 
in July 1988, he sought to 
pave the way for an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state, accord- 
ing to political analysts. 

It would be “detrimental to 
the dreams of Palestinians 
and the Jordanians should 
they move toward unity 
before the PNA builds a 
worldwide recognised state,” 
one analyst said. 

Regardless of its results, the 
public opinion poll falls with- 
in the guidelines of Jordan's 
official stance, built on a 
plebiscite as a prerequisite for 
confederation. 

Amman has repeatedly 
rebuffed the PLO's calls for 
confederation, stating dial 
such an eventuality could 
oidy be achieved after the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state and 
after referendums on both 
sides of the Jordan River. 

King Hussein assumed his 
constitutional powers in 
1953. barely two years after 
the unity between the West 
Bank and Jordan, the 
strongest and longest in the 
Arab World. 

But in 1967, the West Bank 

— including east Jerusalem 

— was occupied by Israel in a 
war the King never sought. 

(Continued on page 2 ) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Abdullah and 
HRH Princess Rania on 
Sunday visited children 
who were injured in a fire at 
a kindergarten yesterday 
and ordered that the best 
possible care be accorded 
to them. 

A total of 27 children 
from - the Jaafar - Tayyar 
kindergarten in the town of 
Mugbayer in'Irbid gover- 
n orate suffered first and 
second degree bums after a 


kerosene heater that was 
accidentally overturned by 
one of the children set fire 
to the room, according to 
the children's teacher. 

King Abdullah, who was 
also accompanied by Prime 
Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh, Royal Court 
Chief Abdul Karim Kabari- 
ti, Interior Minister JKlayef 
QadL Health Minister Ishaq 
Maraqa and the governor of 
Lrbid, met with the children 
at Princess Basma Hospital 


and received information 
about their condition from 
staff doctors. 

The King issued direc- 
tives that the best possible 
treatment be accorded to 
the children. 

King Abdullah and 
Princess Rania spoke with 
the injured children and 
their parents and heard 
from them about the level 
of service at the hospital. 

Hospital doctors told Jor- 
dan Television that most of 


the children were dis- 
charged after receiving 
treatment They said eight 
children suffering from 
bums to the face and hands 
remained in hospital. 

Doctors said they expect- 
ed all children to be dis- 
charged within a few days. 

Qadi raged the Ministry 
of Education and other con- 
cerned authorities to ensure 
that teachers take extra pre- 
cautions to prevent similar 
incidents. 


Jordan ‘strongly* rejects Israeli 
plan to reduce water supplies 


By Ahmad Khatib 

I 

AMMAN — Jordan on 
Sunday "strongly” rejected 
an Israeli request to cut 60 
per cent of this year’s water 
supplies 'to the Kingdom 
promised under the 1994 
peace treaty in order to fend 
off a drought in the Jewish 
state, a senior official said. 

The official added that 
during a meeting in 
Jerusalem, the Jordanian 
delegation dismissed the 
Israeli argument and 
demanded full implementa- 
tion of the peace deal "to 
secure the Kingdom’s right- 
fill water share.” 

"Jordan wants 1 to make it 
dear that the peace accord 
has set up our legitimate 
water shares, and it has 
nothing to do with a drought 
in Israel" the official, who 
asked not to be named, told 


the Jordan Times. 

The Cabinet will bold a 
meeting today at the Water 
Ministry to discuss the gen- 
eral water situation in Jor- 
dan and plans to deal with a 
possible shortage this sum- 
mer and was expected to 
issue a statement on Israel's 
request. 

According to Annex II of 
the peace treaty, Israel 
extracts 12 million cubic 
metres.(mcm) of water from 
the Yannouk River in sum- 
mer — May 15 to Oct 15 of 
each year — and Jordan 
extracts the rest of the 
river's flow. 

In winter — Oct 16 to 
May 14 — Israel pumps out 
13mcm and Jordan allows 
Israel to pump an additional 
20mcm from the river. In 
return for the additional 
water that Jordan grants ro 
Israel in winter, Israel agrees 


to transfer 20mcm to the 
Kingdom from the Jordan 
River directly upstream 
from Deganya gates on the 
river in summer. 

pi line with the treaty, the 
tiyo countries last year 
began construction of a 
JD1.65 million diversion 
dam to more effectively 
utilise 40mcm of the 
Yarmo uk’s overflow per 
year and regulate year- 
round inflow of water to the 
110-kflometre-long King 
Abdullah Canal. 

Also in accordance with 
the treaty, the Kingdom is 
currently storing winter 
water in Lake Tiberias 
which it reclaims in the 
summer, supplying 60- 
80m era. 

Last month, the govern- 
ment denied news reports 
that Israel would stop pump- 
ing water to Jordan in older 


to cope with a regional 
drought, saying thar the 
Kingdom requested a tem- 
porary shutoff to guarantee a 
saving of its own supplies. 

Israel assured Jordan 
months ago that it was com- 
mitted to the peace treaty, 
refuting earlier statements 
by its Agriculture Minister 
Rafael Eitan that it should 
reconsider the water agree- 
ment signed with the King- 
dom. 

"Israel will stand by all its 
commitments in the peace 
accord with Jordan and shall 
continue cooperation with 
the Kingdom on various 
issues, including water, as 
outlined in the agreement 
between the two countries,” 
Israeli Foreign Minister 
Ariel Sharon said then in an 
official clarification after 
Jordan protested Eitan ’s 
statement. 


Israel rejects any concessions on status of occupied Jerusalem 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel’s government 
adopted a resolution Sunday 
vowing never to cede any of 
Arab east Jerusalem to Pales- 
tinian control or to allow part of 
the disputed city to be interna- 
tionalised 

"Israel will not accept under 
any circumstance the division 
or internationalisation of Jerus- 
laem. which will remain for 
eternity under the exclusive 
sovereignty of the state of 
Israel" read the declaration. 

The resolution aimed to 
counter a European Union 
statement earlier this month 
asserting that under 
international law Jerusalem 
remained a “separate body” 
from Israel. 

The EU stance was 
expressed in a message trans- 
mitted by EU ambassadors in 
Israel in response to an Israeli 
attempt last month to keep EU 


diplomats from meeting with 
Palestinian officials at Orient 
House, the unofficial FLO 
office in the Arab eastern sector 
of Jerusalem. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and other Israeli 
leaders responded furiously to 
the EU message, which Sun- 
day's cabinet resolution said 
was ‘liaise in fact and from a 
legal standpoint and is totally 
unacceptable. 1 ' 

Israel occupied east 
Jerusalem in the 1967 Middle 
East war and illegally annexed 
the sector, now home to some 
20QJD00 Palestinians and 
160.000 Israelis. 

The Israeli parliament in 
1980 proclaimed all of 
Jerusalem the "eternal and 
indivisible capital of Israel" in 
a move never recognised by 
the international community. 

Palestinians want to make 
Arab east Jerusalem the capital 


of a future state and Israel 
agreed under the Oslo interim 
peace accords to negotiate the 
final status of the chy. 

But Netanyahu told his cabi- 
net Sunday that "Jerusalem is 
nan-negotiable." 

"Any a t t em pt to undermine 
the sovereignty of the city wlQ 
prompt an immediate and firm 
response,” he said according 
to an official account of the 
meeting. 

Netanyahu has deckled in 
light of the EU letter to make 
the issue of Jerusalem a central 
theme of his campaign for gen- 
eral elections in May, even 
though his main rivals espouse 
the same position that Israel 
should never cede sovereignty 
over the city. 

Netanyahu’s Likud Party 
unveiled new campaign slo- 
gans last week implying that 
the opposition Labour Party 
would give control over east 


Jerusalem to the Palestinians. 

Labour Party leader Ehud 
Barak fired bade by attacking 
Sunday’s cabinet resolution as 
a campaign gjmmick. 

“Instead of wasting time on 
television appearances on 
issues that Israel is united 
about, the time has come for 
Netanyahu to present the cabi- 
net vrirh decisions that will 
solve the real problems facing 
Israel” he said in a statement. 

Netanyahu and Foreign Min- 
ister Arid Sharon, meanwhile, 
ordered Israel’s embassies and 
missions abroad to launch a 
global public relations cam- 
paign about Jerusalem. 

The premier's office said the 
campaign would also 
"mobilise the Jewish commu- 
nities and friends of Israel 
around the wodd to explain our 
stance.'’ . 

Under a 1947 UN. partition 
plan for Palestine which led to 


Israel’s creation. Jerusalem 
was to have been an 
international city separate from 
the Jewish state. 

IsraeL however, made west 
Jerusalem its capital in 1948 
after Arabs rejected the UN. 
plan. 

The international community 
has never recognised ^deci- 
sion or the subsequem annexa- 
tion of east Jerusalem. 

Israeli politicians from both 
the governing and opposition 
camps have endorsed a com- 
promise formula in which the 
Palestinians would be able to 
establish their capital A1 Quds, 
in an Arab suburb adjacent to 
annexed east Jerusalem. 

Under the formula, reported- 
ly backed by sane senior 
Palestinian officials, an interna- 
tionalised corridor would link 
the Palestinian capital to Mus- 
lim holy sites inside east 
Jerusalem’s Old City. 


Jerusalem Palestinians strike 
over Israel conference 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — - A general strike 
closed businesses aid schools 
in Palestinian sectors of Arab 
east Jerusalem Sunday to 
protest Israel’s hosting' of an 
international cultural confer- 
ence in tbe Arab city. 

Militants from the Fateh 
movement of Palestinian 
National-Authority chief Yasser 
Arafat organised the strike;, 
idling shop owners in Arab east 
Jerusalem’s commensal areas, 
including tbe walled Old City, 
to dose their doors for die day, 
witnesses said. 

The action was called to 
protest the opening later Sun- 
day by tbe Isracti-oon trolled 
municipal government of an 


international conference of city 
gpvemments in a west 
Jerusalem hoteL 
The fifth annual Educating 
dries Coherence brought rep- 
resentatives from 150 towns 
and cities in 30 countries to 
Jerusalem for three days of dis- 
cussions on the theme ‘Taking 
Heritage into the Future.” 

A statement issued by the 
strike organisers in east 

Jerusalem charged that Israeli 
authorities lad no right to host 
the conference in a city where 
Palestinian culture and institu- 
tions were under attack. 
“Holding this conference in 

Jenisdem, is an attempt to falsi- 
fy history and the cultural her- 
itage” of Jerusalem, it said. 
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Palestinians to decide 
on statehood in May 


MUSCAT (AFP) — The 
Palestinians are to meet in 
early May to decide on a 
declaration of statehood, 
presidential advisor Nabil 
Abu Rudeina told AFP dur- 
ing a visit to Muscat with 
President Yasser Arafat on 
Sunday. 

“Palestinian officials and 
the PLO's Central Council 
and executive committee 
will hold a meeting at the 
beginning of May to decide, 
in the light of discussions." 
if a Palestinian state should 
be declared May 4, he said. 

The PLO's Central Coun- . 


cil is the highest authority 
after the PLO’s Palestinian 
National Council or parlia- 
ment. 

“The Palestinian position 
is still that May 4 is the 
fixed date." on declaring 
statehood, Rudeina 

stressed, although "the 
Palestinian leadership will 
study all. proposals and 
ideas." 

The Palestinian president 
has repeatedly said that he 
wants to declare an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state on 
May 4, which marks the end 
of a five-year period of 


autonomy set out in the 
Oslo accords signed with 
Israel in 1993. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyarain Netanyahu has 
warned Arafat not to unilat- 
erally declare a Palestinian 
state, saying it would void 
the Oslo accords, which 
provides for negotiations on 
the final status of the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

The United States and the 
European Union (EU) have 
both called for the declara- 
tion of statehood to be 
delayed fearing it will esca- 
late tensions in the Middle 


East 

International Cooperation 
Minis ter Nabil Shaath told 
AFP during Arafai’s visit to 
the United Arab Emirates 
earlier in the day that the 
president was considering 
"requests and advice" to 
delay the declaration of 

Statehood. 

"We are receiving advice 
and requests to delay the 
proclamation of statehood," 
he added, and said Arafat 
would only take a decision 
after “consulting all the 
countries which signed the 
Oslo accords." 


Ultra-Orthodox Jews launch 
campaign as leader faces verdict 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The powerful ultra- 
Orthodox party Shas 
launched an international 
campaign of protests and 
prayer vigils Sunday ahead of 
a court verdict on bribery 
charges against party leader 
Arieh Deri. 

Several hundred youths 
were let out of Shas religious 
seminaries to hold a prayer 
vigil for Eteri at Jerusalem's 
Western Wall, the first of a 
series of demonstrations 
planned by Shas ahead of 
Wednesday's coun bearing. 

The turnout fell far below 
the 10.000 Deri supporters 
Shas said would flock to the 
wall, the holiest site in 
Judaism. 

Police have been put on 
special alert and extra security 
measures planned for court 
officials involved in the case 
against Deri, a champion of 
land’s Sephardi community 
of Oriental Jews and one of 
the country's most influential; * 
politicians. 


Deri faoes a possible prison 
term and fine if oonvicted on 
bribery charges daring back 
five years when be was direc- 
tor general of the mterior min- 
istry and then interior minis- 
ter. 

Militants in Shas. the third 
biggest party in Israel’s outgo- 
ing parliament and a tradition- 
al power-broker in die coun- 
try's coalition governments, 
have threatened massive 
protests if Deri is convicted. 

The militants say a convic- 
tion would be a new sign of 
official persecution of the 
Sephardi community, Jews 
from North African and Mid- 
dle Eastern countries who 
have traditionally formed the 
underclass in an Israeli soci- 
ety dominated by the 
Ashkanzi or European elite. 
At hundreds of Sephardi syn- 
agogues around Israel special 
prayers were held during the 
Jewish Sabbath Saturday for 
Deri’s acquittal and in one 
^Sbas .stronghold in Jerusalem 
protesters blocked roads and 


burned trash cans in a preview 
of what can be expected if he 
is convicted. 

Posters around Sephardi 
neighbourhoods called on 
people to join protests this 
week to “express their pain" 
at Deri’s legal travails. 

Thousands of Shas support- 
ers are expected to gather 
around the Jerusalem court- 
house where the verdict- will 
be delivered Wednesday and 
police are pl anning a major 
deployment in die area to pre- 
vent rioting. 

Pro-Deri events have also 
been planned in New York. 
Britain, Italy, Mexico, 
Argentina and Brazil, party 
officials said. Whichever way 
it swiqgs, the verdict is 
expected to impact on the 
campaign for Israeli general 
elections on May 17 in which 
Shas had hoped to win more 
than the 10 seats it held in the 
outgoing 120-member parlia- 
ment. 

,, An acquittal would boost . 
Shas cl aims that Deri has 


been targeted for harassment 
by a judiciary which is biased 
against Sephardis and reli- 
gious Jews in general 

A guilty verdict would 
make a martyr of Deri, who 
has led Shas from obscurity to 
become die third larges polit- 
ical party after the governing 
Likud and opposition Labour 
groups, and fuel Shas charges 
of Sephardi persecution. 

Several other leaders of 
Shas, which runs a vast net- 
work of religious arid welfare 
institutions around Israel 
have faced charges of fraud 
for illicit funding of their 
activities. 

Regardless of Wednesday's 
verdict, Deri faces further 
prosecution on charges of 
fraud and breach of trust dat- 
ing from his period at the inte- 
rior ministry from 1988 to 
1993. 

He is notably accused of 
funnelling public funds to 
Shas social and religious 

alleganons. 




King meets with JPA today 

(Continued from page 1) 


Media observers also 
said they interpreted the 
attention so far showered 
on the JPA as a positive 
sign. 

“[It was] expected that 
this government would 
have a greater interest in 
the press than previous 
ones, but it was not 
expected to see so much 
activity so soon," said 
Osama Maqdadi, director 
of the Arab Media Insti- 
tute, a recently established 
media monitor. “Now it 
seems that all the appro- 
priate sides — the press, 
the government, the Royal 
Court and the Parliament 
— are involved and talk- 
ing, which is what we 
sought. This shows that 


intent on ail sides is good." 

Twelve deputies in the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment last week submitted 
a petition to House Speak- 
er Abdul Hadi Majali to 
reintroduce the press law 
to the House agenda. The 
motion must secure a sim- 
ple majority in the 80- 
member House before 
being forwarded to the 
government. 

The JPA’s meeting with 
Rawabdeh on Saturday did 
not result in a solid 
announcement of govern- 
ment support to repeal or 
amend die law, as many 
had hoped it would, but 
the premier invited jour- 
nalists and lawmakers to 
propose well-studied 
amendments for discus- 
sion. 


'Public opinion against uni 




(Continued from page 1) 

The 1974 Rabat Summit 
recognised foe PLO as foe sole 
legitimate representative of The 
Palestinian people. 

In public remarks two years 
ago. King Hussein stated that 
be rejected an Israeli offer in the 
1970s to restore 98 per cart of 
the West Bank to the Kingdom. 

The A1 Arab A1 Yawm poll 
hi g hlighted various trends 
within Jordan’s 4.6 mSUcm 
population, of whidi more titan 
half are of Palestinian origin. 

Communities of Palestinian 
origin are concentrated in 
Amman, whose residents make 
up one-third of the overall pop- 
ulation. 

The poll showed that 50.4 pea: 
cent of tiie polled Aramamtes 
were against a confederation 
wife the West Bank. This per- 


centage soared to 75.6 per cent 
in Baiqa and Karak and slid to 
35 per cent in Irbid, the second 
largest dty wife nearly 800,000 
inhabitants. 

Moreover; 543 per cent of 
the polled Ammanites were 
against a potential rotating pres- 
idency between the West Bank 
and Jordan in fee event of unity. 

Responding © another possi- 
bility, 822 per cent of the 
polled sample rejected the 
notion of a tripartite Jordarnan- 
Israeti-Patesrirdan confedera- 
tion. 

The poll did not specify age 
preferences. Although it cate- 
gorised the polled sample into 
age groups ranging from 20 to 
over 40 years, fee poll 'did not 
outline fee ‘In favour” and 
“against” percentages of senior 
citizens who witnessed die 
unity before 1967. 
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* 1 . -. . rt. ■ fem-r'c Hamaeed car after it was hit by Israeli shells in the village of Haddatha in 

— were woundjd on Sunday in sheliing fron, inside Israel', 

south Lebanon occupation zone, a security source said (Reuters photo) 


Christian series address developmental issues 


AMMAN (J.T.j — Filming 
began in February for an Ara- 
bic-Ianguage 24-part television 
series dealing with develop- 
ment issues. The Palestinian 
production company Star 2000 
began shooting the series in fee 
Palestinian town of Raraallah. 
The series is being produced 
for ths Christian satellite sta- 
tion SAT-7 wife funding from 
the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA). The first 
episode of fee series will air in 
June on the Cyprus-based 
SAT-7. ‘The house of Abu 
Yousef’ is a television series 
about a Christian Arab family 
trying to deal wife health and 
development issues as well as 
common social problems that 
free people of the Middle East 


and North Africa. 

Terence Ascott. fee Chief 
Executive Officer of SAT-7, 
said this series will allow peo- 
ples in the Middle East and 
North Africa to see common 
social and developmental 
problems addressed within the 
context of a Christian Arab 
family. "Many of our Arab 
viewers, especially in North 
Africa, don't even know that 
there are Christian Arabs.” 

Executive producer Daoud 
Kuttab. co-director of fee 
Palestinian production compa- 
ny Star 2000. hails the series as 
a major boost to the young 
Palestinian television industry. 
“This is a perfect opportunity 
to be involved in a quality tele- 
vision series while at the same 
time providing a rare hands-on 


training for young Ftilestinian 
televirion practitioners.’’ 

“The House of Abu Yousef* 
has been written and directed 
by veteran filmmaker George 
Khleifi who welcomed fee 
chance to be involved in fee 
series. "For the most part Arab 
television is dominated by low 
quality-Egyptian soaps and 
films. This is a chance to try 
and make a leap in Arab televi- 
sion programming. We have 
tried to introduce light comedy 
using the best Palestinian 
actors in a quality television 
series that has important social 
values." Eman Oun. a sea- 
soned theatre actress, plays the 
lead female role of Um Yousef, 
a devout mother who com- 
bines Christian piety with com- 
mon wisdom. Makram 


Khoury; one of fee Palestinian 
acting stare, plays the role of 
Abu George, a wise and at 
times difficult grandfather: 
Bushra Karaman is fee wid- 
owed neighbour. Um Bassam 0 
who is always chasing after 
Abu George. Sawsan Dugh- 
man is the young daughter 
Hanan who is tom between her 
schoolwork and an infatuation 
wife Paul (played by Sana A1 
Mitawasi) her cousin who 
returned from the U.S. to ay 
and contribute to his country’s 
development. Ten-year-old 
Nidal A tall ah fee youngest 
actor from the Dheisheh 
refugee camp plays Hanan’s 
young and energetic brother. 
Yousef. The House of Abu 
Yousef is the first production of 
its kind by SAT-7. 


U.S. warplanes bomb Iraqi sites in north 

Egypt steps up warnings against strikes 


« 
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ANKARA (AFP) — U.S. 
jyaiplanes taking jiff. frQm_ 
the Inciriik air base in 
southern Turkey bombed 
Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery 
sites in the northern no-fly 
zone on Sunday, a state- 
ment from the base said. 

“Responding in self- 
defence, U.S. Air Force F- 
15E Strike Eagles dropped 
GBU-12 laser guided 
bombs on several anti-air- 
craft artillery sites north- 
west and west of Mosul," 
the statement said. 

It added that the strikes 
came after Iraqi artillery 
opened fire and . radar 
locked onto the aircraft. 

“All coalition aircraft 
departed fee area safely" 
the statement said. 

U.S. and British fighter 
jets have had almost daily 
run ins with Iraqi air 
defences in northern and 
southern Iraq since the 
four-day Desert Fox bomb- 
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ing campaign in December. 

-hqs recog ? 
nised the air-exclusion 
zones which were imposed 
by the United States and its 
allies after the 1991 Gulf 
War to protect Iraq’s Kur- 
dish and Shiite minorities. 

The northern no-fly zone 
is patrolled by planes tak- 
ing off from Inciriik, while 
the southern exclusion zone 
is monitored by planes 
based in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait. 

Senior Turkish authorities 
have openly expressed their 
concerns over the increas- 
ing number of strikes 
launched by planes taking 
off from Inciriik. 

U.S. warplanes bombed 
missile sites in the northern 
no-fly zone on Friday while 
U.S. Assistant Secretary for 
the Middle East Martin 
Indyk was in Ankara dis- 
cussing engagement rules 
for the pilots with Turkish 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt on Sunday Issued a new call for a halt 
to U.S.-Brinsh air strikes against Iraq, saying it was afraid fee 
international community would come to accept them as routine. 

The call from President Hosni Mubarak’s advisor Osama A1 
Baz corneas U.S. warplanes taking off from the Inciriik air base 
in southern Turkey bombed Iraqi anti-aircraft artillery sites in the 
northern no-fly zone on Sunday. 

“We fear that the U.S. strikes against Iraq will become a rou- 
tine which the international community gets used to." Baz said 
during a meeting with young people in Cairo. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa said here Saturday feat 
Mubarak had asked the United States to stop its relentless bomb- 
ing raids and condemned U.N. Security Council passivity. 

“The Security Council must move and study this 
because maintaining this situation is dangerous.” Musa told jour- 
nalists alter meeting Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul MeguicL 

Musa said Mubarak outlined the Egyptian stand when he met 
wife U.S. Secretary of Defence William Cohen in Cairo on 
Thursday. 


we 


officials. 

*‘I think that matter has 
been resolved. I think we 
have a clear understanding respectable engagements 
on that as well The rules of Indyk told reporters. 


engagement are clear and 
have, of 


course. 


, JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 4773111-19 
i PROGRAMME TWO 

, 19:10 News headlines 

19^5 Doc. — Perspective 

! 20:00 News in Arabic (Channel 2 
| links up with channel I) 

1 20:30 Programme on the late His 
i Majesty King Hussein 
121:00 ..Islamic History in Jordan 
j 21:30 .....On fee Banks of Jordan 

j 22.-00 News in English 

■ 22:10 Doc. — National Geo- 
I graphic 

23:00 ..News in Arabic (Channel 
, 2 links up with channel I) 









UIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


! 04 06 

: 05:43 

! 11:45 


-Fajr 


1 15:09 

; 17:46 

>17:03 


, .(Sunrise) Duha 

-Dhuhr 

- ‘Asr 

...... Maghreb 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

| 

| St Mary of Nazareth Church 
; Swdfieh,Tel 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
14632785 

j St. Joseph Church Tel. 4624590 
I Terra Sancta Church Tel. 4622366 
j Anglican Church Tel. 
: 4624853/4624$ 11. 

JSL Afoem Syrian Orthodox 
| Church Tel. 4771751. 

| Amman International Church 
TeL 5865897 

• German-speaking Evangelical 


Congregation TeL 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints TeL 4654932 
St. John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TfeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation Td. 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
Gefa TeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The EugEsb-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church Td. 
4S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 

Temperatures are expected to dip 
slightly wife clouds partly cloudy. 
Scattered showers are expected in 
fee northern parts of the King- 
dom. Winds will be northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 
warm, winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 


MmJMax. temp. 

Amman 

Aqaba. _ 

Deserts. 

Jordan Valley. 


-06/14 

1 1/24 

05/18 

10/22 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 

Amman 16 Aqaba 25 

Humidity 

readings: Amman 37 
Aqaba 35 percent 

per cent. 

Following are die temperatures 
expected today in fee following 

areas: 


Ajtoun 

ns/13 

Jerash 

07/15 



Madaba 

06/14 

Petra 

06/15 

Dead Sea 

12/23 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dn IssaraAsmar.... 

■Dr. KhaBdM’addl 5661144 

Dr. Nidal As’ad. 4751672 

Dn Abdul Rahim Mnstafo.4744685 


IKBID: 

Dr. All Shoqabt .{02)7100069 

Fou'ad Pharmacy ....(02)275360 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin, (05)9957 10 

Palestine Pharmacy (05)983562 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre^. 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Dcfa^Deponmenr__566Illl 
Civil Defence Immediate Resets 

>4630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency— 199 

Rescue Pdfoe— 192.4621111.4637777 

fire Brigade, . , 4617101 

Blood Bank - .4775121 

Highway Police — 3343402 

Traffic Police...,. .4896390 

Public Security Dept .4630321 

Hotel Complaints .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661176 

Was- & Sewage Cbmpkrins —4897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

! 4787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

121 

.0132 

Telephone Repairs 
4623101 


,4890504 Overseas CaDs. 


Cental Airman 


AMMAN; 

FIras Pharmacy 5661912 Water Authority 

A1 Salnm Pharmacy ..4636730 

Mayadah Pharmacy .5537004 

RnknAlDawa Pharmacy -3536169 


AbdafiTfcL Repairs— _.._5661 101 

Jordan Television .4773111 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 


RJ High! Information.— .44-53200 
Queen Alia loll. Airport — 44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery .5921199 

The Islamic, Abdli 5666131/7 

Hussein Medical Cemre__..5856S56 

Luzmila .4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. 4644281/6 

Akfleh Maternity. — 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.. — 4642362 

MalhasJ. Amman. - 4636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani -560707 1 

Shroeisani Hospital — _ -560743 1 

Jordan Hospital .5607550 

University Hospital - -5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital ..3667227/9 

Al-Ahli,AbdaE 3664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen •- 4777101/3 

Al-Bashk 4775111/26 

Army. Marka 4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital. 5157100 

Amal Hospital .5607155 

A1 Amal Career Centre .....5353000 

ZARQA: 

Zanp Govt, HospitaL .{09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986731 

A1 HDana Modem Hospital 
-(09)990990 


102)7101372,(02)7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

102)7102831.(02)7102011 

Speciality Hospital ..(02 )7 103100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 


(03)2014111 


J. Electricity Authority — 5815615 
Electric Power 

Co. .4636381 


5680100 IRfilD: 

Princess Basina Hospital .(02)275555 
Roman Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department a ihc Queen Alia 
International Airport TeL 
(44153200-5. where it should 
always be verified. Information on 
other flights can be supplied on 
phone 44 (52700). Information on 
Royal Wings flights can be supplied 
on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 -Sanaa (RT) 

08 :35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08 JO ....Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

00:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

09^0 -..New Delhi (RJ) 

10:05 — Beirut. Damascus (RJ) 

16:20 - Cairo (RJ) 

10:25 -London (RJ j 

16:45 New York. Amestidam (RJ) 

18:20 Kuwait (RJ) 

18:35 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 


-0:25 Bangkok. Doha (RJ) 

23:15 Te! Aviv (add) (RJ) 

02:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:45 Kuala Lumpur. Bangkok (RJ) 

Other Flights 

°4:10 J-ondon iBA) 

08:20 - -Alexandria (BA) 

°9 ;3 ° - - Cairo (MS) 

10:00 Khartoum (SD) 

11:30 Sanaa (IY) 

12:45 Kiev (6U) 

13:20 - Bahrain (GF) 

14:4 5 - DohatQR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:25 .. ..Dubai. Abu Dhabi (EK) 

17:50 Istanbul (SD) 

18:40 Beirut (ME.) 

20:05 Td Aviv (LY) 

20:30 .Frankfurt. Damascus (LH) 

02:00 Milan (AZ) 


Royal Wings (RWi 

-^^ba (arriving at QaIA) 

17:30 Gaza (arriving at QAIA) 
(RW ) 

18:00 Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 
Airpon) 

Tel Aviv ( arriving ai QaIA ) 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
:0 ° Jeddah (ackftiRj) 


06:15 

10:45 

11:30 

12--30 

12:30 

20:15 

20:45 

21:00 

21:00 

21:15 

21:20 


Beirut. Damascus (add) (RJ) i 

Frankfurt. London (RJ) j 

Shannon. Chicago (RJ) • 

- -.Kuwait (RJ) ; 

Cairo (RJ) ; 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 0 

Abu Dhabi, Tehran (RJ) : 

Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Jeddah (add)(RJ)| 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) ; 

Damascus (RJ) j 


4 


Other Flights 

04:45 Alexandria (BA) 

06:00 Istanbul (TK) 

Paris (AF) 

09:05 London (BA) 

10:30 ...Cairo (MS) 

11:05 .Istanbul (SD) 

J* 30 Paris OY): 

- .Kkv(6U>! 

l4AQ _ Bahrain (GF); 

15:35 —Doha (QR) 

j 3:50 Vienna (OS) ' 

™ Dubai (£K)i 

18:30 Khartoum (SD) i 

30:00 Beirut (ME) I 

T 50 -Tel Aviv (LYV 

-Athens (OA) ■ 

03:00 -....Milan (AZ); 


Royal Wings (RW) 

(RW) A ^ ftaMa±aAil P 0It ) 

13:30 0323 (from Marka Airport), . 
(RW) ! - 

2W0 --Aqaba (from QAIA) (RW) | tiff 

w “ Tel Aviv (from QAIA) (RW) j - 
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HER MAJESpf Queen Noor Sunday received U.S. ambassadors Roscoe Sud- 
darth and Ridiarf Muiphy at Bab AI Salam Palace. Ambassador Suddarth, pres- 
the Middle East Institute, and Ambassador Murphy, a senior fellow for 
the Middle East at the institute, paid their respects to the Queen and expressed 
theu: deep sorrow over the death of His Majesty the late King Hussein. Ambas- 
j° r J" ddaith served as ambassador to Jordan from 1987-1990, while Ambas- 
sador Murphy was the assistant secretary of state for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs from 1983-1989. U.S. Ambassador William Bums attended the meet- 
ing. Later, ambassadors Suddarfh and Murphy held a tribute to King Hussein at 
the American emb assay, entitled, "Remembering King Hussein; A Retrospective 
of Jordanian-American Relations." 


JTC to issue new tender 


PM refutes speculations 
about altering school texts 


ByTareqAyyoob 

AMMAN — Parifameot oo 
Sunday debated political, eco- 
nomic and social issues during 
its ordinary session which was 
attended by Prime Minister 
Abdur-Rauf S. Rawabdeh. 

■ During the session. Rawabdeh 
refined speculations about the 
government's intention to 
remove verses of the Holy 
Quran that criticise Jews from 
the curriculum of government 
schools and described such 
statements as “baseless." 

“No verse will be removed 
from the curriculum, and any- 
body who commits such thing is 
a faithless apostate," Rawabdeh 
told the 80-member House dur- 


ing die ordinary session. 

The peace treaty [with Israel] 
creates relations between two 
states, but never make us aban- 
don our history and faith," the 
prune minis ter told lawmakers. 
“We will never allow a treaty to 
change our tradition and faith." 

Rawabdeh was responding to 
a question from Deputy Abdul 
Razaq Nsour who demanded a 
clarification from die govern- 
ment about speculations that the 
Ministry of Education was plan- 
ning to rewrite textbooks, 
removing certain verses from 
the Quran that lash out at the 
Jews. 

“Jordanian citizens will not 
accept that anyone tampers with 
our faith and history despite that 


we have approved the peace 
treaty." Nsour, a pro-govern- 
ment deputy, said. 

In die past few weeks, local 
newspapers have repeatedly 
published repons about govern- 
ment plans to remove verses 
attacking Jews from the school 
curriculum in line with the 
peace treaty signed between Jor- 
dan and Israel in October 1994. 
The treaty requires each country 
to refrain from propaganda or 
incitement against the other. 

Rawabdeh also told deputies 
the introduction of a two-day 
weekend is not among bis gov- 
ernment's priorities and said 
talks will be held with the bank- 
ing sector to overcome differ- 
ences resulting from the imple- 


mentation of the new weekend 
scheme in the financial sector. 

A fracas erupted following the 
Central Bank of Ionian's 
instructions to banks to imple- 
ment a five-day work week and 
two-day weekend (Friday and 
Saturday). Bank employees 
have criticised the new scheme 
because it increases working 
hours by three additional hours a 
week to compensate for the 
additional day off. 

Bank employees, especially 
women and those living outside 
the capital, complain that the 
new instructions will create 
familial problem because they 
will arrive home late. 

In another development. 
Information Minister Nasser 


Lawzi said that the government 
will submit its policy statement 
on April 3 following the Royal 
Decree to extend the Parlia- 
ment’s current ordinary session 
to enable the MPs to discuss the 
vote of confidence on Rawab- 
deh’s government. 

Lawzi said the government 
will submit its policy statement 
to Parliament on April 3. The 
confidence vote is scheduled for 
April 10. According to the Con- 
stitution, the government should 
submit its policy statement with- 
in 30 days of its formation. 

The current Parliament ses- 
sion ends on March 27. The 
minister said the session will be 
extended by Royal Decree to 
April 15. 


Environment ministry to sign agreement 
to clean up environmental hazzard in Ruseifeh 


for school Internet project 


0 By Ghadeer Tiber 

AMMAN — The Jordan 
Telecommunications Corpora- 
tion (JTC) is preparing terms of 
reference to issue a tender to 
connect public schools to the 
Internet reversing a decision to 
award the multi-million dollar 
contract to an American compa- 
ny, said Telecommunications 
Minister Jamal Saraireh Sun- 
day. 

The JTC and its consultants 
are preparing the terms of refer- 
ence so we can issue an open 
tender in line with the Audit 
Bureau's guidelines— The docu- 
ments should be prepared with- 
— in two weeks," said die minister. 

who was faced with two key 
i |k resignations in the telecommu- 
1 nicotians sector almost immedi- 
ately after taking office. 

The government last week 
accepted die resignation of Jor- 
dan Telecommunications Com- 
pany Chairman Ali Shukri, who 
accused Saraireh of interference 
in the JTC's affairs. In his resig- 
nation letter. Shukri said the 
minister had ordered the JTC to 
suspend the Internet project, a 
charge denied by Saraireh. 

Almost immediately after 
Shukri stepped down, Yousef 


Abu Jamous, director general of 
the Telecommunications Regu- 
latory Commission. (TRC) sub- 
mitted his resignation over poli- 
cy differences with the minister. 

The TRC official could not be 
reached for comment Sunday. 

JTCs board of directors had 
decided to award the Internet 
project to the American firm 
Ascend for S10 million without 
going through proper Audit 
Bureau guidelines for awarding 
contracts, said an official 
requesting anonymity. 

But, a senior JTC official told 
the Jordan Times yesterday that 
"while the final decision to 
award the contract has not been 
made. Ascend had the best offer, 
scoring tbe highest in the techni- 
cal and financial evaluations.” 

He said Ascend had given a 
35 per cent discount on the orig- 
inal offer bringing tbe price 
down to $6.5 million with a five 
to seven-year repayment plan 
with interest at London Inter 
Bank Offered Rate (LIBOR) 
plus 1.75 per cent 

Four international companies 
submitted offers when die ten- 
der was issued several months 
ago. but some industry experts 
questioned the method in which 
the contract was awarded. 


“Ascend scored 94.6 per cent 
out of 100 in the financial and 
technical combined with (the 
other offers by) Nortel 90.3 per 
cent, NCR Corporation 84.9 per 
cent and Siemens with 64.9 per 
cent,” said the JTC official. 

Telechoice of the U.S. and 
Omni tele of Finland acred as 
consultants on the tender. 

Tbe late King Hussein, in a 
letter praising the JTC’s 
achievements, directed that the 
country’s public schools be con- 
nected to the Internet and that a 
nationwide mobile service net- 
work be launched 

The government official said 
the Cabinet will also review a 
tender issued by the state- 
owned JTC last month for a 
mobile phone service network. 
Five international firms submit- 
ted offers to set up and provide 
equipment for the Global Sys- 
tem Mobile (GSM) project. 

Saraireh refused to comment 
Sunday on Abu Jamous* resig- 
nation. However, in Sunday's 
Al Arab Al Yawm newspaper, 
tbe minister said tbe TRC direc- 
tor general did not resign. In the 
same article Abu Jamous con- 
firmed reports of his resignation 
saying be had “sharp differ- 
ences'' with Saraireh. 


Belgian beauties return home 


By Rana Awwad 

AMMAN — Twenty Belgian 
models, including Miss Bel- 
gium 1998. returned home on 
Saturday after spending nine 
days in Jordan to shoot video 
clips in preparation for their 
country's 1999 beauty title. 

Their trip is expected to 
boost Jordan’s tourism indus- 
try ahead of the Millennium 
by drawing Europe's atten- 
tion. 

The models were accompa- 
nied by two TV stations. 15 
journalists, cameramen, pro- 
ducers, directors and personal 
assistants while “striking a 
pose” at Jordan's key natural. 
• historic and archaeological 
sites. 

The videos, depicting 
Amman's Roman Amphithe- 
atre, the Dead Sea, the Greco- 
Roman city of Jerash. Ajloun, 


the Nabatean-built city of 
Petra. Madaba, Wadi Rum, 
the Ma'in Spa and the Red 
Sea resort of Aqaba, will be 
screened during die Miss Bel- 
gium 1999 contest on March 
26. 

“Jordan is the first country 
in the Middle East to be cho- 
sen for this kind of event." 
said Ziad Dakkak, managing 
director of Dakkak Tburs and 
Travel Agency which coordi- 
nated the models' trip to Jor- 
dan. 

“We have been working on 
this project for more than a 
year. We first invited the Miss 
Belgium 1998 Committee to 
the Kingdom while it was 
searching for a new destina- 
tion for this year’s video clip 
shooting," he told the Jordan 
Times in an interview. 

“We hosted the event in co- 
operation with the Ministry of 


Tourism, Jordan Tourism 
Board, the Movenpick Hotel, 
Taybet Zaman and JETT," 
said Dakkak. 

The contest will be broad- 
cast live throughout Europe. 
The first 30 minutes will 
show a short documentary on 
Jordan's tourist attractions, a 
move officials hope will swell 
the number of European 
guests to Jordan. 

"The documentary will also 
talk about the achievements 
of the late King Hussein and 
will talk about His Majesty 
King Abdullah," said Dakkak. 

“The fact that Jordan was 
selected among all other 
countries as the location to 
shoot the clips means it will 
have a positive impact oa pro- 
moting Jordan's tourism 
industry ahead of celebrations 
to mark the start of the third 
Millennium," he said. 


By Ahmad Klmtlh 

AMMAN — The government 
today wil] sign a JD972.000 
agreement with a local company 
as part of a long-awaited effort to 
solve environmental dangers 
posed by a cesspit near Ruseifeh. 
known to be highly contaminated 
with industrial and demesne 
wastewater. 

Tbe Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment wiH si gn the rifta) with the 
company, which recently won the 
project tender to develop and treat 
the pit. commonly known as the 
“Pepsi pool" The cesspit sits in 
the heart of a populated and indus- 
trialised area east of Ruseifeh. 

The pit itself was naturally 
fhnned and lays at die bottom of a 
small valley. But industrial dump- 
ing,, mainly by tbe minera l and 
soft (kink industries, and waste- 
water leaked from residential 


areas have created a dangerous 
situation, environmentalists and 
offici al s say. 

Dining winter; rainfall often 
causes the pit to overflow into tbe 
surrounding resi dential area, pos- 
ing an mwm nrnwntai hazard to 
citizens and workers, the arfrWI 

Residents have long com- 
plained of foul smells emanating 
from jhe site and of the spread of 
Community tfiswws hwrainaft of 
the pit’s low hygienic standard. 
They said both adults and children 
have drowned while attempting to 
swim in the pool 

“Although it [tbe pod] is not 
too deep, two friends drowned in 
there Jaa year as the slime strong- 
ly dragged down, and they could 
not make it out," Ibrahim Abu 
Ras, a Ruseifeh resident, odd the 
Jordan Times. 

Director General of the Min- 
istry of Public Works’ Tbndos 
Department Nasser Madadba said 


the project to treat the pit aims at 
“fundamentally” solving the 
issue. 

“Despite all former efforts to 
solve this dangerous and difficult 
situation, the problem still exists, 
however, we hope that the plan 
will be the beginning of tbe end." 
Madadha said 

According to the contract, the 
local company will recycle the 
water and then use the treated 
water to irrigate trees around the 
area. A public park will be estab- 
lished after the area is rehabilitat- 
ed. 

The pit will be filled with water 
and used for boating. But officials 
could not be readied to confirm 
from where tbe water for the pit 
wflj be extracted 

Around 78 groceries, a 300- 
metre-square health club with a 
large swimming pool and halls for 
social activities win be construct- 
ed in the area. 


Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan. minis try 
officials and technicians and com- 
pany representatives are expected 
to inspect the site today. 

Last year, the government said 
it would relocate the 800-dunum 
Ruseifeh garbage dump — anoth- 
er “serious" environmental prob- 
lem facing residents — to a near- 
by $25 million site by the year 
2000. 

The dump — ori ginall y 
designed to receive approximately 
3,000 tonnes of garbage per day 
from Amman, Zarqa and 
Ruseifeh, which together are 
home to nearly half of Jordan's 
4.6 million people — is filled 
beyond capacity, posing real 
threats to tbe environment. 

A forest is slated to be planted 
on the site of the present garbage 
dump. The new 500-dunum 
refuse heap would be situated in 


the Jundi area, 15 kilometres from 
Ruseifeh. 

Tbe United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme will fund half of 
a $55 million waste management 
pilot project in Ruseifeh to help 
cut pollution, turn the site's solid 
waste into fertilisers and generate 
electricity by exploiting methane 
gas from waste emissions. 

The UNDP will provide $25 
million of the total cost, while 
$15 millio n will come from Den- 
mark and $15 million from Jor- 
dan 

Last yean Japan also said it 
would provide $16 million to con- 
struct a mobile incinerator near 
Swaqa to dispose of medical 
waste. 

Tbe country’s hospitals have 
long aske d for a general incinera- 
tor to eliminate thousands of 
tonnes of such waste. 


South African ambassador 



Jordan to press Israel to allow 
family visits to prisoners for ‘Eid'AfAdha 


AMMAN (J.T.) — South 

African Ambassador to Jor- 
dan Henry De Bruyn who was 
taken ill a few months ago is 
recuperating at home in Pre- 
toria, embassy officials said 
Sunday. 

His wife, Sophia T. 
Williams De Bruyn, who 
returned to Amman to arrange 
the diplomatic couple's return 
to home base, leaves Jordan 
today, after saying farewell to 
the embassy staff, Jordanian 
officials and tbe diplomatic 
corps. 

Henry De Bruyn was South 
Africa's first ambassador to 
Jordan after tbe two countries 
established full diplomatic 
ties following the democratic 
election of Nelson Mandela 
as president of the republic in 

1994. 

He took up his post in April 

1995. 

The South African experi- 
ence was always of particular 
interest to Jordanian officials, 
politicians and analysts. As a 
member of the African 
National Council and a close 
personal friend of Mandela, 
and having been jailed, tossed 
into exile where he received 
military training, and returned 
to his native land to fight for 


the rights of all the peoples of 
his country, De Bruyn provid- 
ed concerned parties in Jor- 
dan with in-depth, first-hand 
experience into South 
Africa's ending of apartheid 
and move towards democra- 
cy. 

Also during his tenure, De 
Bruyn sought to encourage 
bilateral commercial and 
tourism interests. Several del- 
egations paid official visits to 
his country, and tourist 
groups from Jordan to South 
Africa began to witness an 
increase. 

Yesterday, members of the 
Diplomatic Spouses' Club of 
Jordan along with Jordanian 
and expatriate associates and 
friends, gathered at the home 
of Liesbeth Tangelder, wife of 
Netherlands Ambassador to 
Jordan Bernard Tangelder, to 
say farewell to the De 
Bruyns. 

The De Bruyns were sched- 
uled to end their tour of duty 
in Jordan next month. 

A new ambassador is 
expected to be named soon. 
Meanwhile the embassy is 
being overseen by Cbaigd 
d’ Affaires Sc ho em an du 
Plessis. 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan is to 
press Israel to release the remain- 
ing Jordanian prisoners in Israeli 
jails and plans to organise a visit 
by tbe prisoners’ relatives to visit 
them during the upcoming Al 
Adha feast 

The announcement was made 
Sunday after a meeting between 
Prime Minister Abdur-Ra’uf S. 
Rawabdeh and the chairman and 
members of the Public Freedoms 
and Citizens Rights Committee in 
the Lower House of Parliament. 
Committee members urged the 
prime minister to take steps to 
secure the release of the 14 
r emaining prisoners. 

Cnmminee Chairm an Moham- 
mad Azaideh was quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency (Petra) as 
saying that Rawabdeh displayed 
deep concern for and understand- 
ing of the prisoners question. 


The prime minister said Jordan 
will spare no effort to secure die 
release of Jordanian prisoners, 
noting that he has already 
instructed Foreign Minister 
Abdul Oah Khatib to intensify 
contacts with the Israeli govern- 
ment to arrange the EidAl Adha 
near the end of March, Azaideh 
said. 

Last October; the prisoners 
were visited by their relatives 
who issued a statement after- 
wards saying that the in mates suf- 
fer from serious health problems. 
They urged the government to 
intercede to secure their freedom. 

Israel says the 14 Jordanians 
jailed in die last 10 years have 
been convicted of serious 
offences, such as fatal attacks oo 
Israelis, and insists that they serve 
their prison tenns in Israeli terri- 
tory. Jordan is seeking their han- 


dover to Jordanian custody. 

Most of the Jcatianian prisoners 
in Israel were freed more than a 
year ago in exchange for die 
release of two Mossad agents 
who in late 1997 attempted to 
assassinate Khaled MishaaL a 
senior member of die Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas. 

It is believed that in addition to 
the 14 Jordanians imprisoned on 
security charges, there are six 
more held in Israel for alleged 
crimi nal offences. 

According to Azaideh, his 
committee discussed with 
Rawabdeh the question of Jor- 
danian political detainees in Jor- 
dan. 

He said die prime minister has 
promised to study their cases and 
the charges levelled against them, 
and to settle their cases as soon as 
possible. 


Vv W h a t ’ s Going O n 

TRIBUTE 

• Tribute over the passing of the late His Majesty King Hussein, sponsored by the Cir- 
cassian community in Jordan, at Al Ahli Club, Eighth Circle at 6:00 p.m. 

TV PROGRAMME 

* Special interview with economist Taher Kan’ an on Jordan Television Channel 2 at 8:30 
p.m. (conducted in English with subtitles in Arabic). This interview commemorates the 
life and legacy of the late His Majesty King Hussein. 


Camp residents welcome better living conditions under new government plan 

‘Only a few, who live outside the camps and try to politicise the issue, are questioning the improvement 


By Dana Charkasi 

IRBID — Impoverished residents 
of two Palestinian refogee camps 
in northern Jordan say they are 
_ looking forward to improvements 
® in services under a 10-year Social 
Productivity Programme (SPP) 
planned by the government. 

The pl an, launched in 1998, will 
try to improve the living standards 
of Jordanians, including Palestin- 
ian refugees, in a country where 
one in every five citizens lives 
below the poverty fine- 
Tie Department of Palestinian 
Affaire (DPA). which looks after 
13 camps bousing Palestinian 
refugees and displaced Palestini- 
ans fiom the WS and 1967 ware 

with Israel, has promised id imp»- 
ment infrastructure projects worth 

* JD3 million in the Martyr Azmi 
Al-Muffi and Irbid camps in 
northern Jordan over the next three 
years. 


“We don't see anything of these 
improvements,*' Zetina Jabaaty, a 
resident of the Mufti camp told the 
Jordan Times during a tour of 
camps sponsored by the DPA 

A local police officer was taking 
notes of the journalists’ names and 
questions to officials and resideias 
of the camp. 

“Rars are r unning around. Yes- 
terday I found one behind the door 
of our sleeping room," she added, 
pointing to open sewage system 
next to the house’s main entrance. 

“Once I got bitten by a rat” 

The Mufti camp is one of three 
camps lacking a proper sewage 
system. There, wastewater drams 
off via simple pipes from inside 
the resident's slobby homes to an 
opai cemem gully in the midst of 

walking paihs where children play 
near the smelly stream of waste 
water 

In some areas, wastewater 
draining off a sudden ending gully, 


oozes away in tmpaved, sandy 
spots. 

Nidal Haddad, director of the 
regional office of the DPA in Jfrbid 
goveenorate, said the department 
will spend JD1.8 million an build- 
ing a sewage network in the Mufti 
camp. 

“We expect that the system to be 
finished after 14 mwahs," be told 
' reporters, showing diem design 
papers. 

In the first three years of the SPP, 
money will be spent oo infrastruc- 
ture projects across Jordan and in 
the last seven years on social 
schemes to ease the impact of 
poverty and unen^toymenL 

The plan has been criticised by 
many refugees who fear it win 
lead n their permanent settlement 
in Jordan if they ever win their 
right to return to homes they left in 
1948 in wbai is now Israel propec 

But DPA officials have rejected 
such claims. 


“Improvements to tile Palestin- 
ian camps are not part of a nation- 
alisation plan, but a responsibility 
Jordan undertakes towards 
refugees who enjoy fifl c it i z e n shi p 
rights," DR\ Director General 
Ibrahim Barton raid reporters 
prior to the tout; designed to draw 
public attention to die depart- 
ment's rok. 

Jordan, home to 15 million 
UN.-tegisttred refugees — 
around 42 per cent of all Palestin- 
ian refugees — spends around 
JD350nriflianayear oa the camps 
each year; Badran added 

Only 18 per cent of die refugee 
population live in camps: The rest 
have moved out to neatry cities 
and towns. 

like dsewfterem Jordan, unem- 
ployment — officially estimated at 
16 per cent and unofficially at up 
to 27 per cent — is a chronic prob- 
lem for camp dwellers. 

“When the Guff countries woe 


open, many of us worked there, 
supporting farnities in the camp. 
But after the Gulf crisis, 250 fiunh 
ties returned from Kuwait to the 
camp," said Abu Kamal, one of 
the camps* nobles. 

He was referring to die remm of 
over 250J)00 Jordanians of Pales- 
tinian ori gin from Kuwait during 
and after the crisis, sparked by 
Iraq’s invasion of the Gulf Arab 
state. 

Haddad said the camp's potable 
water network needs modernisa- 
tion while roads and houses need 
maintenance. 

The Mufti camp is in (fire need 
of street lights, are! its only centre 
far the handicapped requires more 
funds to provide space and spe- 
cially-designed furniture for chil- 
dren. 

Like in most other camps, resi- 
dents said th^newkd a rou^^ 
dodtcmeigcncy health centre. 

A local heahh clinic, run by the 


United Ntfions Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
(UNRWA) doses at 2:00 pm 

“Tf somebody falls seriously rick 
after two o'clodc we have to take 
him to the Princess Basina Hospi- 
tal 15 kilometres away,” said one 

resident. 

“And when someone dies, we 
have no special car to transport the 
body, so we have to transport it on 
the roof of a private can,” said 
another: 

Haddad said camp residents do 
not perceive such improvements 
as a path to “permanent settle- 
ment". 

“No cne inside the camp has 
said that," be said. “Only a few 
who live outride the camp try to 
politicise the issue are questioning 
the improvements" 

At the oearty Irbid camp, home 
to 30,000 people, infrastructure 
facilities were much better than ai 
tbe 15JXX3strong Mufti camp. 


Besides minor improvements to 
tbe rain drainage system and fee 
upgrading of the electricity net- 
work, many complained about the 

worsening financial situation of 
UNRWA which has affected the 
quality of services. 

UNRWA, facing a chronic bud- 
get deficit Of 560 million annually, 
is responsible for offering basic 
heahh, education and other relirf 
services to refugees in Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“For example, a specialist for 
heart disease and an eye specialist 

left Iasi year and UNRWA has not 
been able to replace them because 
they say they don’t have enough 
money," Qasem, Abdul Malik 
Darawsheh. director of the DPA 
improvement committee in Irbid, 
told reporters. 

UNRWA has been lobbying 
donors for increased funds to 
maintain services (hat have been 


unable to match the annual popu- 
lation growth in fee camps. 

“We have financial problems," 
said Matar Saqer, public informa- 
tion officer at UNRWA office in 
Amman 

last year; a budget of $314 
million was approved by the UN. 
General Assembly, but we only 
received $250 minion. We need at 
leas $265 million in drier to keep 
our operations rumting," he added. 

“Wt would like to improve our 
services for the 35 milli on 
refugees in our five countries of 
operation and to increase the 
salaries of our 21000 staff 1 " Saqer 
said. "But it’s inqjossiNe. Donors 
expea us to provide fee same ser- 
vices with less money." 

Palestinian refugees have been 
a ssimil a te d in Jordan, which 
insists it win keep pushing for fee 
refugees” right to return to their 

homes ot to compensation in Hne 

with UN. resolutions. 


4 World News 
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Afghan foes agree 
to share power 


ASHGABAT (R) — 

Afghanistan's warring fac- 
tions agreed Sunday after 
three days of U.N.-mediat- 
ed talks to share power and 
work to hammer out a per- 
manent ceasefire. 

Representatives of the rul- 
ing Islamic Taleban militia 
and the opposition coalition 
based in northern 
Afghanistan told a joint 
news briefing in the 
Turkmen capital Ashgabat 
they would meet again in 
Afghanistan to thrash out 
the details. 

“In order to join both the 
groups, we have agreed to 
have a shared executive, a 
shared legislation and a 
shared judiciary." Wakil 
Ahmed MutiawakiJ. leader 
of the three-man delegation 
from the purist Islamic 
Taleban, announced 

through an interpreter. 

The agreement, reached 
after intense, secret talks 
which often lasted well into 
the night, also called for the 
exchange of 20 prisoners 
each. 

Despite the broad nature 
of a statement released, 
both sides were optimistic. 

“T am optimistic and 
hopeful that at the next 
round of talks we will be 
able to announce a perma- 
nent ceasefire in 
Afghanistan,” said 

Mohammad Younus 

Qanouni. a senior opposi- 
tion figure and head of their 
four-man group, through a 
translator. 

He said that the atmos- 
phere of trust and confi- 
dence established at the 
secluded botanical gardens 
complex where the negotia- 


tions took place had led him 
to believe that a joint gov- 
ernment and an end to hos- 
tilities were within reach. 

Muttawakil was also 
upbeat, saying a permanent 
ceasefire would automati- 
cally follow any establish- 
ment of a shared power 
structure. 

“When we agree on the 
details and personnel of the 
government then we can 
agree to have a ceasefire," 
he said. 

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab 
Emirates are the only coun- 
tries to recognise the 
Taleban government, which 
controls more than 90 per 
cent of Afghan territory. 
Islamabad was quick to bail 
the agree men L 

“It's a very good start for 
finding a negotiated solu- 
tion to establish durable 
peace in Afghanistan," 
Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Satraj Azii told Reuters in 
Islamabad. 

The delegations, looking 
tired, said any shared power 
structure would represent 
different ethnic groups. The 
contentious issue of how the 
government would be 
divided up between them 
had yet to be finalised, they 
added. 

Qanouni said autonomy 
for some ethnic groups 
within Afghanistan was not 
currently on the agenda. 

“Our definition of a 
broad-based government 
means a strong central gov- 
ernment where everybody 
is represented,” he said. 

He added that special task 
forces may be established to 
iron out technical questions 


which had yet to be 
addressed. The delegations 
said the next round would 
take place some time after 
the Id-e-Qorban Muslim 
holiday in around two 
weeks’ time. 

While , representing a sig- 
nificant btep towards ending 
years of bloodshed, the 
Ashgabat accord is only the 
start of what promises to be 
a delicate process. 

As if to underline the 
fragility of the situation in 
war-torn Afghanistan, the 
Taleban delegation con- 
firmed that there had been 
some preparations for fur- 
ther military offensives, but 
that they were “not that con- 
siderable.” 

U.N. sources confirmed 
that there had been “low- 
level fighting” between the 
sides during the talks, a fact 
both delegations recog- 
nised. 

Bui the acting head of the 
United Nations Special 
Mission to Afghanistan 
(UNSMA), Andrew 

Tesoriere. said that in spite 
of the work ahead, there 
was clearly cause for hope. . 

In summing up the talks, 
he said; “These talks we 
sincerely hope marie a 
watershed, because they 
address not only confi- 
dence-building measures, 
but also fundamental issues 
regarding the future of 
Afghanistan.” 

Qanoiini said: “We have 
had talks and negotiations 
in the past. This is the first 
time w4 have been able to 
create tin atmosphere of 
trust and take a step towards 
a political solution to the 
Afghan Icrisis.’ 


Gunmen abduct 
Sri Lankan journalist 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Armed men abducted a 
Sri Lankan journalist 
responsible for exposing 
corruption in the military 
and pushed him out of a 
vehicle after beating him 
here Sunday, his col- 
leagues said. 

The gunmen had first 
cut the telephone lines to 
the home of Srilal 
Priyantha, the defence 
correspondent of the 
Sinhalese language week- 
ly The Lakbima and 
abducted him in a four- 
wheel drive vehicle, the 
colleagues said. 

“I believe he was 
attacked because of his 
writings exposing corrup- 
tion in the defence estab- 
lishment,” Priyantha’s 
editor. Bandula 

Padmakumara. told AFP. 
“The attack could be for 
any of his (recent) arti- 
cles.” 

Priyantha’s report of an 
alleged abduction and 
assault against a young 
couple by an army 
brigadier was the front- 
page headline story in 
Sunday's Lakbima. which 
usually is sold at new- 
stands a day earlier on 
Saturdays. 

Editor Padmakumara 
was previously charged 
with criminally defaming 
President Chandrika 
Kumararunga but was 
acquitted. 

However, the govern- 
ment has appealed that 


judgement and the appeal 
is expected to be heard on 
March 23, Padmakumara 
added. 

He said he believed 
those mentioned in 
Priyantha’s exposes may 
have been involved in 
Sunday's pre-dawn 
attack. 

The gunmen had pushed 
Priyantha out of the vehi- 
cle after severely beating 
him and placing two plas- 
tics bags over his head in 
a bid to suffocate him, 
Padmakumara said. 

The journalist was in 
shock and unable to speak 
with his colleagues as he’ 
was taken to a Colombo 
hospital shortly after 
being found abandoned 
on a roadside. 

The local media watch- 
dog. the Free Media 
Movement (FMM), 
strongly condemned the 
attack and accused the 
government of creating an 
environment which com- 
promised the safety of 
journalists. 

“Senior government 
ministers led by President 
Chandrika Kumaratunga 
have launched a cam- 
paign of abuse against 
independent media organ- 
isations and selected inde- 
pendent journalists after 
the media exposed wide- 
spread rigging of votes in 
the provincial council 
elections in the north 
western province on Jan. 
25,” the FMM said. 


It said the verbal attacks 
only encouraged those 
within and outside the 
government to use vio- 
lence against journalists 
who exposed wrongdo- 
ing- i 

The FMM urged the 
government to investigate 
die latest attack but at the 
same time warned the 
authorities may not probe 
the case properly and 
“sweep it under the car- 
pet” as in similar inci- 
dents in the past decade. 

Police said they had 
already started an investi- 
gation. 

Sunday’s abduction and 
assault was the latest in a 
recent string of attacks 
against journalists critical 
of the government and the 
military. 

In June last year, an edi- 
tor of a newspaper highly 
critical of the government 
escaped death when gun- 
men burst into bis home 
and sprayed it with bul- 
lets. 

LIniden tiffed attackers 
fired about 40 rounds 
with automatic assault 
rifles at Lasantha 
Wickrematunga, the chief 
editor of the Sunday 
Leader weekly. 

Gunmen also attacked 
the home of senior jour- 
nalist Iqbal Attas but in 
that case several airforce 
personnel were arrested 
and now face criminal 
charges. 




Pro-Serb demonstrators carry banners and flags as they take part in a protest over 1 
the resumption of the Kosovo peace talks, in front of the Palais de Chaillot on Paris 1 
Trocadero. After the initial round of talks in Rambouillet ended with only a partial . 
solution. Serb and ethnic Albanian delegations will return to Paris* Kleber j 
Conference Centre next week for fresh talks (Reuters photo) 

Kosovo peace talks to resume 
under gathering gloom 


PARIS (R) — Kosovo peace 
talks resume in Paris 
Monday after bombs killed 
seven people in the province 
and Western states appeared 
less united than before last 
month’s dead-end negotia- 
tions in Rambouiliet- 

Ethnic Albanians strug- 
gling for independence from 
Belgrade and Serbian dele- 
gates determined to block 
them were due to gather in 
an elegant conference centre 
for another round of arras- 
length talks mediated by 
three foreign diplomats. 

The first round of proximi- 
ty talks adjourned after 17 
days in an isolated chateau 
with the ethnic Albanian 
close to signing a peace 
accord but the Belgrade dele- 
gation firmly opposed to its 
plan to station outside peace- 
keeping forces in Kosovo. 

Ethnic Albanians have 
since agreed to the plan, even 
if the Kosovo Liberation 
Army (KLA) has not yet 
officially declared whether it 
will accept its provisions for 
autonomy within Serbia 
rather than the independence 
it has fought for. 

But Yugoslavia's strong- 
man President Slobodan 
Milosevic again said “no" 
last week after an eight-hour 
arm-twisting session with 
U.S. Balkan troubleshooter 
Richard Holbrooke. 

Already divided among 
themselves at the 
Rambouillet talks. Western 
powers trying to impose 
peace in the majority 


Albanian province seemed 
less sure this time around 
about how to bring their will 
to bear on Milosevic. 

“What is noticeable now is 
not that the Western coun- 
tries are divided among 
themselves — they are unit- 
ed in their absence of a 
strategic vision." said 
Dominique Moisi. deputy 
director of the French 
Institute of International 
Affairs. 

Moisi said Milosevic did 
not want to sign the agree- 
ment and did not seem to 
think he would have to, 
despite the threats of NATO 
bombing the Western powers 
have tried to use as a lever. 

“He does not believe that 
NATO will bomb," he said. 

“He says to himself that the 
West does not really want 
that, they don't know what 
they want." But the year- 
long fighting threatened to 
escalate if nothing happened, 
he added: “With the arrival 
of spring, the massive rearm- 
ing of the Kosovo Albanians 
and the strong military pres- 
ence of the Serbs, one can 
well imagine that a new war 
will start on a much larger 
scale.” 

The bloodshed picked up 
dramatically Saturday, when 
bomb blasts in two Kosovo 
towns killed at least seven 
people. 

At least 2.000 people have 
died in the fighting in the 
past year. 

The ethnic Albanian dele- 
gation landed in Paris 


Saturday and their Serbian 
counterparts were due to 
arrive Sunday. 

The three mediators — 
Christopher Hill of the 
United States, Russia’s Boris 
Mayorksy and Austrian 
Wolfgang Petritsch for the 
European Union — planned 
to meet Sunday evening with 
contact group officials to 
work out a schedule for the 
talks. 

The contact group sponsor- 
ing the "proximity talks,” a 
formula chosen because the 
two delegations usually 
refuse to meet each other, 
includes the U.S.. Russia, 
Germany, France, Britain 
and Italy. 

Mediators and delegates, 
who were cloistered around 
the clock in the Rambouillet 
chateau last month, will 
sleep in Paris hotels during 
these talks and negotiate in 
the Kleber conference centre 
near the Arc de Triomphe. 

The envoys said the talks 
were expected to last three or 
four days because the only 
real issue to discuss was 
whether Belgrade would 
accept 28,000 NATO-led 
peace-keeping troops. 

Unlike in Rambouillet. 
when a deadline passed with- 
out triggering the threatened 
NATO bombing raids, the 
contact group has not set a 
deadline for these talks. 

The trouble with a dead- 
line is that nothing happens 
until the deadline." British 
Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook said Saturday. 


Helicopters pick up foreign skiers believed missing 


SRINAGAR, India 
(AP) — Military heli- 
copters went to tile res- 
cue Sunday after 
authorities lost contact 
with a civilian chopper 
carrying a group of 
foreign tourists in 
India’s troubled 
Kashmir state, but the 
alarm turned out to be 
unfounded. 

Military spokesman 
Maj. P. Purshottam 
said the 10 unidenti- 
fied skiers from 
France, Switzerland 
and Germany were 


picked up unharmed 
by one of two military 
helicopters sent to 
search for them in the 
mountains near the 
state capital, Srinagar. 
While authorities 
feared they were miss- 
ing, they bad complet- 
ed a spectacular ski 
run and were trekking 
as planned to a village. 

A tourist helicopter 
had flown them to a 
nearly inaccessible 
spot at 4,800 metres 
for the ski run 
Saturday. 


The tourist helicopter 
then lost contact with 
ground authorities, 

causing concern. 
Srinagar is the centre 
of a Muslim uprising 
that erupted in 1989. A 
dozen groups are fight- 
ing for secession from 
India for the mainly 
Hindu country’s only 
Muslim-majority state, 
and some of the mili- 
tants have targeted 
foreign tourists. 

Two military heli- 
copters took off from 
Srinagar for Gund, 80 


kilometres east of 
Srinagar, at daybreak 
Sunday. 

Soldiers on board 
spotted the skiers and 
picked them up, 
Purshottam said. The 
civilian helicopter later 
resumed contact with 
authorities on the 
ground after fixing a 
communications prob- 
lem. 

The government has 
said it has the uprising 
under control. As part 
of efforts to promote 
tourism in Kashmir, a 


government helicopter 
recently began flying 
skiers to Himalayan 
peaks. 

Four Western tourists 
have been missing since 
armed militants kid- 
napped them in 
Kashmir in 1995. There 
have since been uncon- 
firmed reports that the 
kidnappers executed 
Donald Hutchings of 
Spokane, Washington; 
Dirk Hasert of Erfurt, 
Germany; Keith 
Mangan of Middie- 
sborough, England and 


Paul Wells of London. 

A little known group 
based in neighbouring 
Pakistan and calling 
itself A1 Faran claimed 
responsibility for the 
abductions and 
demanded the release 
of 21 Muslim guerrilla 
leaders in exchange for 
the hostages. The 
Indian government 
refused the exchange, 
saying that would 
encourage more kid- 
nappings. 


EU ministers to send rights team 
to China 

REINHARTSHAUSEN. Germany iR) — 

Union foreign ministers agreed Su nday to^n^a dele- 
aation to Beijing to discuss human rights before dead 
fn“ whether Vpropose a U.N. .resolution cn~ 
China's rights record Senior foreign mmistty official 
from three of the 15 EU member states - the so-called 
executive troika of Germany. Austria and ™“ d “ 
will be in Beijing Tuesday, an EU diplomat told 
reporters during a ministerial summit in Germany. All 
options are open, including the option of criticising 
China " he said. “The EU wants to define a common 
position by March 22.” On that date, the U.N. commis- 
sion on human rights opens its annual six-week session 
and, not for the first time. European states art tom 
between criticisms the Communist power s human 
rights record and seeking to secure trading ties with its 
rapidly expanding economy. Last year. Demnark pro- 
posed a motion censuring China and promptly suffered 
economic sanctions imposed by Beijing. The major EU 
powers held back from confrontation with Beijing. 

EU in new initiative to rescue 
ASEAN talks 

ELTVILLE i AFP i — European Union foreign ministers 
Sundav agreed a new initiative aimed at salvaging the 
bloc's ’relations with ASEAN, currently soured by a row 
over contacts with Myanmar, diplomats said. At talks 
here the ministers proposed downgrading a planned ELI- 
AS E AN meeting in Berlin at the end of the month in the 
hope that this will enable it to go ahead. The talks, due 
to take place at foreign -minister level, currently look 
certain to be scrapped because of ASEAN's reftisal to 
accept the EU's position that Myanmar's foreign minis- 
ter cannot attend. Under the proposal adopted Sunday, 
the talks would go ahead but instead of all 15 member 
states being presenL the EU would be represented by a 
troika of Austria. Germany and Finland. TTie hope is that 
this would persuade the seven original ASEAN mem- 
bers to take pan without Myanmar, which joined 
ASEAN in 1997. 

Chinese police break up dissident 
meeting, arrest at least three 

BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese police Sunday broke up a 
meeting of the opposition China Democracy Party 
(CDP) in the eastern city of Hangzhou and arrested at 
least three party' members, dissident sources said. The 
Hong Kong-based Information Centre of Human Rights 
and Democratic Movement in China said several part} 1 
members had arranged to meet in a tea house in the city 
to discuss ways to improve human rights in China. But 
ihe centre said police broke up the meeting and arrested 
several militants, including Wang Rongqing. Zhu Yufu 
and Zhu Zhengming. The activists had not been released 
by Sunday afternoon. The government has vowed to pre- 
serve social stability in the face of growing unemploy- 
ment and rural unrest and began a crackdown on all 
forms of political dissent ar the end of last year. CDP 
founder Wang Youcai was jailed at the end of December 
for 1 1 years after tabling an official request for legal 
recognition of the fledgling opposition party'. 

China to bring in new laws on 
procurement to smash corruption 

BELJING (AFP) — China plans to introduce new' legis- 
lation to regulate government purchases of goods and 
services in a bid to stamp out corruption, the official 
media reported Sunday. The China Daily said legislation 
to regulate procurement nationwide had been placed on 
the agenda of the standing committee of the parliament, 
the National People's Congress ( NPC). A drafting group 
is to be set up next month and legislation should be 
passed before 2003, Wang Weidong. deputy' director of 
the state council office affairs management bureau, told 
the paper. Wang said the move to draft the new laws was 
part of a wider drive to combat waste and corruption. 
“For decades there have been problems in government 
purchasing. One official made decisions for his or her 
department after private bargaining with a retailer or 
wholesaler, leading to instances of inefficiency, corrup- 
tion and abuses of monopoly power.” said the paper. It 
added that for the “first time in decades” the government 
would this year also buy services and allocate engineer- 
ing contracts through public bidding. The paper said 
goods and services to be bought through bidding this 
year would include automobiles, insurance and confer- 
ence catering. 

Body of French hostage found dead 
in Colombia flown home 

'***) - The body of a French oil tech- 
nician found dead after being kidnapped bv leftist rebels 

P^SL°^ bia has £ een flown back t0 his family in 

Porcelette. eastern France, town officials said Sundav. A 

S l rvice for Claud e Steinmetz. whose 
autopsy m Colombia suggested he died of “natural caus- 
es during his captivity, is scheduled for Tuesday, the 

S^h. S M e f Ut> Bernard Drui > told AFP, Guerrillas 

^o h fefost °p^ L ; i bei ? tl0n A £ m - V ,ELIsr >- the smaller of 
two leftist guerrilla forces fighting a war asainst the 

Colombian government abducted Stein met! 42, in 

mm^ mber ' The ? ed Cross Said Steinmetz’s body was 
mraed over to it last week. The technician's family said 

the g hSsraee S rak^ b “ en h Undero u y “ since Member with 
^e h French nn‘ Wh ° SOug r hl 311 disclosed ransom. 

emnloved L Se ™ c * f,rm Geosemce, which 
employed Steinmetz in Colombia, denied reoom of 

s,eimMz •- S s g f 

beyond fteTite^ T S e3St 0f Bo S ota - and watutae 
hm rtScfcfctdd J y pen . meter when rebels grabbe 
informs™ ofTh. S - ,cmmelz i is seeking funhc 

surrounding (Is deed 
^ over » * 

11 people killed in road accident 

A car ™£ e “ached to 
■t K ' n n Pn rthwes,ern ^a. kilim; 

Indin 40 f* 15 ' Uni,ed Ncws « 
critical condition* UNI guo^h^ WCrc hospitalised 
India, the villaeers SiaSntk'r “ Say “ g - 1 
carry farm produce Th* cama S e meant t< 

lagers wereC^.^ “ ® Juried as the vil 
fair near Jaipur the canitaTn^cI" at ? endlD S a religion 
metres south of New Delhi f Rajasthan sta,e . 250 kUo 
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World News 

Street violence 
sweeps Basque 
country 


Madrid, Spain (api — 

Enraged by the arrest of 
Basque separatist leaders, 
assailants hurled Molotov 
cocktails and sec off a 
homemade explosive in the 
worst weekend of street 
violence since the armed 
0 group ETA declared a 
cease-fire six months ago. 
news reports said Sunday. 

State radio reported 17 
incidents across the Basque 
country of northern Spain. 
A spokesman for the 
regional police said four 
people were treated for 
smoke inhalation in San 
Sebastian and five were 
arrested for public disorder. 

In Bilbao, a small explo- 
sive device went off 
overnight Saturday in the 
doorway of an apartment 
building where a socialist 
city councillor's parents 
live, but no one was hurt. 

Assailants also threw 
Molotov cocktails through 
the front window of a 
^Citroen dealership, damag- 
ing several cars. 

In Pamplona, attackers set 
fire to a telephone booth, 
several trash bins and an 
automatic teller machine at 
a bank. 

In the town of Berrneo, 10 
hooded assailants armed 
with baseball bats stormed 
the local headquarters of 
the Socialist Party and 
smashed it up Saturday. 
Four people were inside at 
the time but no one was 


injured. 

The violence in these and 
other Basque towns fol- 
lowed Tuesday's arrest in 
Paris of an ETA member 
that Spanish police 
described as die leader of 
the group's commandos. 
Four other suspected ETA 
members were also arrested 
in Paris. 

The next day. police who 
had been monitoring two 
senior ETA operatives in 
San Sebastian arrested them 
when it appeared the two 
were preparing to flee 
Spain. Seven other ETA 
suspects were also taken 
into custody. 

Spanish government offi- 
cials have insisted these 
arrests do not jeopardise the 
cease-fire ETA declared in 
September. 

So-called low-level street 
violence by young support- 
ers of ETA began several 
months ago as the peace 
process appeared to stall, 
with the government reject- 
ing Basque demands for 
concessions ahead of nego- 
tiations on ending the 30- 
year conflict. 

Prime Minister Jose 
Maria Aznar has offered to 
hold talks with ETA, which 
stands for Basque 
Homeland and Freedom, 
but ruled out allowing 
Basque secession. 

ETA’s armed campaign 
for independence has 
claimed nearly 800 lives. 
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Tension returns to 
Indonesia’s spice island 


Indonesian refugees and migrants hoist their belongings into a ship departing 
Ambon. Thousands of local people have been fleeing from Ambon because of contin- 
uing fighting between Christians and Muslims (Reuters photo) 


AMBON, Indonesia (AFP) 
— Tension returned Sunday 
to the eastern Indonesian 
city of Ambon, scarred by 
weeks of sectarian violence, 
as the discovery of new 
corpses sparked fears of fur- 
ther unrest. 

Ambon’s streets, which 
had hesitantly begun to 
return to life Saturday 
morning with shops and 
markets reopening and traf- 
fic resuming, were again 
deserted by noon Sunday. 

“It is most likely that peo- 
ple are taking no risk, fear- 
ing renewed violence since 
the discovery of the body in 
Galunggung yesterday," a 
local journalist said. 

A Roman Catholic priest 
said parishioners had told 
him two bodies had been 
found in a ditch in the pre- 
dominantly Muslim area of 
Galunggung Saturday. 

Police said only one body 
had been found. 

Heavy security has since 
been imposed in the city 
where Christian -Muslim 
violence since mid-January 
has left more than 200 dead 
and sparked an exodus of 
tens of thousands. 

Earlier the city's Christian 
community quietly cele- 
brated Sunday Mass in 
churches, many of them 
guarded by marines 
deployed since the military 
authorities took over from 
the police Thursday to try to 
restore order. 

“We have had one platoon 
of marines guarding our 
church for the past two days 
and this has reassured our 


people." said a man named 
Yoseph at the Silo 
Protestant Church. 

Another platoon had also 
been deployed by the mili- 
tary at the main Al-Fatah 
Muslim mosque, he added. 

At the Ambon cathedral, 
seven marines were on 
guard as hundreds of 
Christians attended morn- 
ing mass there. 

Some soldiers also took 
part in services including 
one at the devastated Negeri 
Lima church, where 100 
people solemnly met in the 
shell of tiie building which 
only has walls left standing. 

The congregations did not 
linger after mass with most 
people immediately hurry- 
ing home, witnesses said. 

The market place, busy 
with traders Saturday morn- 
ing, was deserted Sunday 
and the only vehicles to be 
seen were either military or 
police cars, while the few 
private vehicles were most- 
ly accompanied by soldiers. 

At the military headquar- 
ters, soldiers were preparing 
a symbolic ceremony to 
bum a variety of weapons 
confiscated or surrendered 
by their owners after the 
authorities called for a civil- 
ian disarmament 

The head of the Maluku 
provincial military com- 
mand, Colonel Karel 
Rahalu, was quoted by the 
Antara news agency as say- 
ing security forces were 
conducting raids and street 
checks to disarm civilians. 

Several military road 
blocks were set up across 


the city and on its outskirts, 
where soldiers frisked 
passers-by and car passen- 
gers, checking their vehi- 
cles for weapons. 

A total of 37 people in 
Ambon were found 
Saturday carrying various 
weapons including cutlass- 
es, knives, spears, arrows 
and petrol bombs. 

Rahalu was speaking on 
the neighbouring island of 
Saparua Saturday as he 
accompanied a team of 19 
native Moluccan officers on 
a tour to try to bring peace 
among the Christian and 
Muslim communities in 
Maluku province, famed for 
its chain of spice-growing 
islands. 

“People should realise and 
hall their conflict because if 
there are those resisting (the 
military) they will be immo- 
bilised. and if necessary 
shot on sight in line with the 
procedures,” he warned. 

The military took com- 
mand of riot control after 
the latest wave of violence 
hit central Ambon late 
Wednesday. 

The head of the Maluku 
military police. Major 
Suhendi, told Antara mean- 
while his unit was investi- 
gating nine soldiers sus- 
pected of having violated 
procedures by shooting 
dead six people during 
Wednesday’s riots. 

Suhendi quoted witnesses 
as saying the soldiers had 
opened fire without warn- 
ing. 
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Exiled aide of 
•Malaysia’s Anwar 
returns 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
The political secretary to 
sacked Malaysian Finance 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
. . .. returned home Sunday after a 
' six-month self-imposed exile. 

Moharaed Ezam Mohd 
Noor, 31, who said Saturday 
he feared arrest upon his return 
to Malaysia, was instead greet- 
ed with shouts of "reforraasT 
(reform), the rallying cry of 
.Anwar’s supporters, at the air- 
port 

• Some 300 supporters and 
"amity members welcomed 
him at the airport on his arrival 
from Singapore, where he was 
in transit 

“From the information I 
gather, they may arrest me." 
Mohamed Ezam had told 
Reuters in Singapore ahead of 
his return. 

He was driven to Anwar's 
house for a meeting with Wan 
Azizah Wan Ismail, the wife of 
the former cabinet minister. 
Anwar, remanded in prison, is 
currently on trial on corruption 


charges. 

Mohamed Ezam left 
Malaysia for Indonesia's capi- 
tal Jakarta on Sept 29 when 
^Anwar appeared in court with 
u black eye and other injuries 
that he sustained in police cus- 


tody. 

Just after the court appear- 
ance. Mohamed Ezam wrote 


an open letter, released on the 
Internet denouncing police for 
the attacks on Anwar. 


Mohamed Ezara’s sources told 
him that the letter had automat- 
ically made him a target for 
police arrest he said. 

Anwar’s sacking, arrest and 
subsequent injuries have 
stirred international and 
domestic indignation, which in 
September resulted in unprece- 
dented anti-government 
protests. 

On Feb. 28. former police 
chief Abdul Rahim Noor 
admitted to assaulting Anwar 
before a royal commission that 
was investigating Anwar’s 
injuries. 

Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad has called Anwar 
morally unfit But the former 
deputy prime minister says he 
is a victim of a high-level polit- 
ical conspiracy. 

Anwar has been charged 
with five counts each of cor- 
ruption and sodomy. He denies 
all charges against him. 

Moharaed Ezam sad after 
the meeting with wan Azizah 
that he was touched by the sup- 
port shown by leaders and peo- 
ple in the region towards the 
reform movement 

“AH of them have expressed 
support for Malaysians in their 
struggle for justice," he said in 
a statement 

His lawyer. Sivarasa Rasiah, 
said there were still prospects 
of Mohamed Ezam being 
arrested 

•‘But he is prepared to face 
it" he told reporters. 


Resurgence 
worries U.S. 


Germany to set new priorities with Lafontaine gone 


BONN (R) — German 
Chancellor Gerhard 

Schroeder’s top policy advi- 
sor said Sunday the govern- 
ment would change direction 
following the unexpected 
departure of left-leaning 
Finance Minister Oskar 
Lafontaine. 

Chancellery Minister Bodo 
Horabach said that 
Schroeder. a moderate in his 
leftist party with close ties to 
industry, would redouble 
efforts to cut taxes and try to 
remove barriers that have 
hindered companies invest- 
ing in Germany for years. 

“Things will obviously be 
different now.” Hombach 
told ZDF Television. “We 
have to move in a different 
direction. Gerhard Schroeder 
will have different priorities, 
that’s obvious." 

But the powerful left-wing 
of the ruling Social 
Democrats warned Schroeder 
against tampering with the 
core elements of the govern- 
ment’s programmes. Detlev 
von Larcher, a leader of the 
SPD's left-wing. said 
Schroeder would be looking 
for trouble if he tried to redi- 
rect the party. 

“Thai would lead to a major 
conflict within the SPD and 
would undermine the govern- 
ment's abilities over the long 
run," Von Larcher told the 
Welt AM Sonntag newspa- 
per. 

Schroeder’s government 
was shaken Thursday when 
Lafontaine abruptly quit as 
finance minister and SPD 
chairman. 


by quickly nominating Hans 
Eichel, who lost reelection as 
state premier in Hesse last 
month, to replace Lafontaine 
as finance • minister. 
Schroeder took over the sptf 
leadership himself. 

A German industry leader 
said Sunday he hoped that the 
chancellor would use 
Lafontaine ’s exit as an oppor- 
tunity to overhaul the govern- 
ment’s economic policies and 
cut the country’s 10 per cent 
unemployment rate. 

“I see the chance for a 
change in direction that will 
show the government is inter- 
ested in policies that will be 
of benefit to the entire econo- 
my.” Dieter Hundt, president 
of the BDA German employ- 
ers association, told German 
radio. 

“Industry will honour that," 
he said. “The previous poli- 
cies bad Lafontaine ’s signa- 
ture all over them. We now 
have the chance for more 
modem economic policies 
which will then have a posi- 
tive impact on the labour 
market.” 

The outspoken Lafontaine. 
who had been ridiculed in the 
media for his leftist tax-and- 
spend theories and ostracised 
in financial circles for his 
lonely cries for market regu- 
lation, has sought seclusion 
behind the gates of his 
Saarbruecken home near the 
French border. 

In his only comments since 
quitting, Lafontaine Saturday 
briefly appeared before jour- 
nalists who had been camp- 
ing out on the street outside 
his house and said that he was 


I He tried to limit the fall-out 

of listeria 


authorities 


a private citizen now and 
wanted to be left alone. 

Lafontaine submitted his 
resignation in writing and has 
refused to discuss any aspect 
of his bizarre departure. He 
has even hung up the phone 
on Schroeder. whom lie had 


long called a close friend and 
ally. 

Schroeder, whose victory 
over Helmut Kohl in last 
September’s election would 
not have been possible with- 
out Lafontaine’s support, has 
declined any public comment 


on Lafontaine’s motives. 

But die chancellor admitted 
in a remarkable hoax tele- 
phone interview he unwitting- 
ly gave to a Bedin radio 
reporter posing as German 
President Roman Herzog that 
Lafontaine refused to speak to 


him. 

*1 received his letter of res- 
ignation... and have not been 
able to talk with him because 
he does not want to talk with 
me,” Schroeder told the 
reporter, who was imitating 
Herzog’s voice. 



Fly Emirates 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Contamination of hot dogs- 
cold cuts by a some- 
times deadly bacLerium has 
led to an ’ "extraordinary 
series of recalls and U.S. 
government action to 
detect and prevent it. the 
New York Times reported 

Sundav. 

Listeria monocytogenes 
resurfaced in December. 

when 35 million pounds of 

hot dogs and processed 
luncheon meats were 
recalled following an out- 
break of listeriosis. 

Nearly 100 people m -- 
plates became ill. und -U 
deaths were reported, the 
Times said on Feb. 1 j “e 
U.S. government ordered 
Lhe recall of dose to a 


tonne of meat products dis- 
tributed to Asian speciality 
stores that may have been 
contaminated with listeria. 

So far this year the 
department of agriculture 
has announced eight liste- 
ria recalls; seven of 
processed meats and one 
of milk. 

By comparison, the 
December recall was one 
of only three in 1998. Two 
were announced in 1997. 

While no deaths have 
been linked to the 1999 
recalls, the December out- 
break “shook everyone 
up,” said Dr. Kay 
Wachsmuth of the 
Department of 

Agriculture's Food Safety 
and Inspection Service. 


“We can’t tell at this 
point if there is a resur- 
gence," Wachsmuth told 
the paper. 

Pan of the problem is the 
longer shelf-life of mod- 
em, ready-to-eat food 
products, die Times said. 
Unlike many other dis- 
ease-causing bacteria, lis- 
teria can thrive at refriger- 
ator and freezer tempera- 
tures. 


Listeria poses little dan- 
ger to most people. But it 
is a serious threat to the 
very young and very old. 
to pregnant women, and to 
people with compromised 
immune systems. 

The bacterium can be 
treated with antibiotics, 
but even with drug treat- 
ment the mortality rate is 
about 30 per cent, the 
paper said. 


| Nice & Large Apartment For Rent* 


245 sq.m, first floor, of only two-floor family 
building. Completely cleaned & newly furnished and 
equipped- Located in the best & most secured resi- 
dential area, Zahran Street, near the 5th Circle, 
Multicar Park available. 

If interested please call; 5932509 


to the city of bargains. 

It's that tune of the year again. The Dubai Shopping Festival begins on 1 8th March 
with even better bargains and more fun activities. Everything from hi-fi to haute couture is available at incredible prices. 
What’s more, we'll organise your visa at special rates. Enjoy yourself the Emirates’ way. 


§ 

Emirates 

BE GOOD TO YOURSELF. FLY EMIRATES. 


Key Sponsor 





FLY EMIRATES BETWEEN 1ST FEBRUARY AND 17TH MARCH FOR A CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF 10 ’ULTIMATE FAMILY HOLIDAYS' IN DUBAI. 
FOR DETAILS CALL YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR EMIRATES ON 4643341/7. waw.eksroup.CDm 
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Change from within 

HIS MAJESTY King Abdullah was very 
dear in his message Saturday to U.S. envoy 
Martin Indyk when he told the ranking U.S. 
official that the embargo on Iraq has 
become an intolerable burden on that coun- 
try’s people, that the U.N. imposed sanc- 
tions on Baghdad should be lifted and that 
“Jordan will never take any part in insti- 
gating any changes in Iraq.” This strong 
Jordanian message is certainly timely 
amidst persistent reports that Washington 
is planning a large-scale decisive action in 
Iraq in its effort to remove that country's 
leadership and is busy soliciting Arab sup- 
port for its plan. 

Several Arab capitals have already voiced 
concerns about U.S. intentions. Doha’s 
Emir Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa A1 Than! 
called on the Washington to stop its daily 
aerial strikes against Iraqi targets. Egypt 
reiterated the same position Saturday when 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa called on the 
U.S. to stop the attacks. The United Arab 
Emirates had voiced a similar concern 
many months ago. The silent majority in the 
Arab World feel even stronger about the 
unilateral actions by the U.S. and Britain 
against the Arab country. 

Whatever Washington and London have 
up their sleeves against Baghdad, any 
changes on the ruling regime in the country 
must come from within and not from out- 
side the country, the Arab leaders told 
American envoys. As King Abdullah told 
Indyk, change in Iraq “is the concern of the 
Iraqi people alone.” Translated to real 
terms, the Iraqi people must be provided 
with the real opportunity to exercise the 
right to self-determination by enjoying free 
and democratic elections. The call by the 
international community on Iraq to exercise 
pluralistic democracy is a legitimate cause 
as is the call on Iraq to meet its internation- 
al treaty obligations. 

Starving the Iraqi people, like the North 
Koreans or the Cubans have been starved 
for decades, is certainly not going to provide 
the right climate for change. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi people, sick and 
hungry, cannot possibly effect the change 
that they yearn for and that their neigh- 
bours would like them to carry out. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Ra'i's KheiraDah Kbeirallah said all indicalions are that [he declaration 
of an independent Palestinian slate will be postponed, to remove any pos- 
sible pretext that could be useful for Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu in the run-up to the elections in May. KheiraDah quoted an 
American official in London as saying that a declaration before the Israeli 
elections will favour Netanyahu The most important issue is to consider 
what will happen after elections, and certainly Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat will not declare a state before May 17, said KheiraDah. However; 
Arafat has the right to refuse such a postponement unless there is sane 
compensation: for example a U5. pledge to push final status negotiations 
—a factor that will practically enable the Palestinians to ikdare their stare 
within a reasonable period, fie added. At a time when the US. is hesamt- 
ing, Europe fas already taken a "brave” step by conskkririg Jemsalan a 
“special body.” noted foe writer. It is obvious foal Palestinian flexibility is 
paying off, arid ensures a declaration of an independent Palestinian state 
regardless of foe date, Kheiralhfo concluded 

A1 Dtstour'sQreib Rintawi listed a number of U.S. and Israeli statements 
and decisions, which he described as “impudent and provocative." The 
U.S. Congress’ decision to warn Palestinian President Yasser Arafat about 
dedaring an independent suae on May 4 is “extraordinarily" so. and the 
voting on this decision is even worse (98 for and one against), Rintawi 
said Extremists at foe Israeli Knesset have suggested a similar idea, but 
did not teach foe stage of voting, said Rintawi, but assuming that they 
manage to include tins issue in their agenda, it will not get sudi support. 
The Israeli government, furthermore, has foe “nerve” to request $12 bil- 
lion from IIS. Defence Secretary William Cohen asapriceforanagree- 
ment Israel did not in$emeni (the Vifye Accords), said Rintawi U.S. state- 
ments about Iraq are “enremely impudent," after they called the air 
attacks nothing but 1 ‘self-defence,’’ foe U.S. administration also claimed 
that die “silent" war against Iraq is American “business" and has nothing 
to do with anyone else, including foe UK Security Council said foe 
writer. According to these U.S. announcements. Rintawi said, Iraq is the 
“aggressor" and responsible for foe continuing clashes. The writer con- 
cluded by saying foal foe most ‘Impudent" incident last week, is foe 
“courageous" defence by mArab-Israeli of foe Israeli fundamental move- 
ment of Chas, claiming it represents foe Arab community and excesses 
its concerns, even though h bans Arabs from joining. 


The year we become six billion 

& ... x;fFi»^nr from w hat 


By Gwynne Dyer 

IT IS the year of the six billion: on 
June 16, die world's human popu- 
lation will reach the astonishing 
total of 6.000.000,000, precisely 
double the figure in 1960. Japan is 
marking the event after a fashion, 
by finally legalising oral contra- 
ceptives. But China, with over a 
fifth of the world’s people, has 
authorised a pilot programme that 
could result in ending the coun- 
try’s draconian *one-child-per- 
family’ birth-control policy. 

Disasters in the making? Not 
necessarily. Phasing out China’s 
one-child policy now, for example, 
could avert a boom in the birth- 
rate if and when the country 
democratises. And legalising oral 
contraceptives is unlikely to affect 
the birth rate in Japan which is 
already one of the lowest in the 
world. 

The impending end of Japan's 
35-year ban on the Pill was trig- 
gered by female outrage at the 
government’s rapid approval of 
Viagra. "The elderly men who rule 
Japan raced to approve a drug to 
enhance male sexuality,” fumed 
Yuriko Ashino, deputy director of 
the Family Planning Federation of 
Japan, “hut women have had to 
wait for decades for a drug that 
would improve the quality of their 
life.” The Health Ministry is 
expected to recommend in June 
that oral contraceptives at last 


become generally available on pre- 
scription. 

But why weren't they legalised 
over 30 years ago, when they 
became commercially available in 
the rest of the developed world? 
The initial reasons were the chau- 
vinism of Japanese males (who 
feared that the Pill would make 
women promiscuous), and a 
nationalist determination to let 
nothing hinder die rapid growth of 
Japan’s population. The reason the 
ban has lasted so long, however, is 
the influence of the medical lobby 
representing the doctors who per- 
form Japan's 350,000 annual abor- 
tions. 

Abortion has become Japanese 
women's main way of dealing with 
unwanted pregnancies in a society 
without easy contraception, and 
they are hugely profitable for the 
doctors who do them. Their lobby 
made large, regular contribution to 
the ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party, and the normal dynamics of 
Japanese politics did the rest. 

But here’s the point Banning the 
pill did nothing to keep Japan’s 
birth-rate up: women just had 
abortions instead. Indeed, Japan’s 
birth rate has fallen so low that the 
over-65s outnumber the under- 1 5s. 
The total population, now 125 mil- 
lion, will go into absolute decline 
only eight years from now. 

So what drove Japanese women 
to stop having babies? A recent 
report written for the Ministry of 


Health by Michiko Mukuno pulls 
no punches: it’s the fact that “the 
Japanese corporate climate 
requires husbands to put wont 
before family." In a society where 
‘salarymen’ have to show their 
loyalty to the company by working 
very long hours and then spending 
many evenings and holidays with 
colleagues or clients, there is just 
no rime left for a normal family 
hfe. 

Japanese women have responded 
by having fewer children, or by 
avoiding marriage entirely: the 
average age at marriage of 
Japanese females has been rising 
by four months annually through- 
out this decade. This had nothing 
to do with the contraceptive tech- 
nologies available, or even with 
the general levels of health and 
economic security in the society. It 
was just that Japanese women 
have got fed up with having to 
raise their famili es effectively 
alone. 

Modem population-control 
experts are finally coming to 
understand what should have been 
obvious all along: that people's 
motives, not technology or regula- 
tions, are key in deciding how 
many children they have. People 
have always known how to limit 
their numbers — even hunter- 
gatherers did it, though their 
method was often just exposing 
unwanted children — and they 
generally will choose to do so if 


they can count on a reasonable 
level of prosperity and a good 
level of child health care. So since 
China has more or less achieved 
those levels, why does it continue 
with the ruthless ‘one-child-per- 
family’ policy? 

When the policy was first 
imposed in 1979, the sheer pres- 
sure of people on China’s limited 
land and resources was generally 
seen as excuse enough: births had 
to be forced far below normal lev- 
els to avert future calamity. China 
is still heading for 1.6 billion peo- 
ple in the next half-century, but 
without the *one-child’ policy, 
some experts say, it would have 
been 300 milli on more. Other 
experts, however, wonder whether 
similar results might not have been 
achieved with much less coercion. 

These were the years, after all. 
when decent health care and a 
measure of economic security 
were becoming normal in China: 
people’s motivations about chil- 
dren would have been changing 
anyway. Besides, resistance to the 
coercive *one-child’ policy has 
forced major retreats on the gov- 
ernment. While it is fairly strictly 
enforced in the cities, in the coun- 
tryside these days most families 
are allowed two children (especial- 
ly if the first was a girl), so long as 
there is a five-year gap between 
them. 

So it’s really a one-point-eight- 
child-per-family policy, not drasti- 


cally different from what has been 
achieved elsewhere in Asia, and ii 
will be blown away by popular 
resentment the moment that China 
moves to a less repressive system. 
Might it not be a good idea for 
China to move now to the kind of 
non-coercive approach that has 
been so successful in. for example, 
Indonesia, where the average num- 
ber of children has dropped from 
5.6 to 2.9 per woman in the past 25 
years? 

Starting next month, in 3^ rural 
counties with a total population of 
20 million, China will launch a 
pilot project that ends coercion and 
relies on making information and a 
wide variety of contraceptive 
means avai fable to everybody. 
China-wide change may follow if 
loosening the controls does not 
lead to an instant population 
explosion in the test counties. 

Six billion people on Spaceship 
Earth may already be too many, 
and the cruel irony about popula- 
tion control is that the most effec- 
tive means of achieving it improv- 
ing people's living standards also 
increases each individual’s pres- 
sure on the environment. But the 
battle against overwhelming num- 
bers is being won. and the good 
news is that the most efficient 
methods do not require repression. 

The writer is a London-based indepen- 
dent journalist whose articles are pub- 
lished in 45 countries 






A free, sceptical, impertinent media 
should form the spine of Europe 


By Rob T. Herich 

IMAGINE THAT while Margaret Thatcher was 
Prime Minister her son had taken his own life. Do 
you suppose it would have been possible to impose 
a news blackout on the stay in Britain? Might the 
press, radio and television have opted, as a matter of 
taste, for a self-imposed bon? Before you tfemiss 
the very idea as absurd, prepare to hear just such a 
story: a comparable case, in a mature European 
demceracy wth an uncensored press, not for from 
our shores. Their Prime Minister’s son committed 
shade. The Prime Minister look two mouths' leave 
from leadership of her party to get over the tragedy: 
but remained Prime Minister Everybody in the 
media knew about it. Nobody published- Nobody 
explained. The tragedy was simply not reported. 

We are not talking about some fledgling Eastern 
European stare, new to the ways of open {Hess 
debate. The country is Norway. I was there a few 
weeks ago for a journalists' conference, .and I was 
invited to talk about press attitudes to privacy in 
public life. My Norwegian counterparts were aston- 
ished at the impertinence of Anglo-Saxon new^a- 
[Kts and offered this story about their framer Prime 
Minister as an example of foe gulf between atti- 
tudes. 

The politician concerned was Gro Harlem 
Bnmdiland. Her son died in foe autnran of 1991 
After her two-month break die returned to her 
party's leadership and remained Prime Minister 
until 1996. But not until last year, when Mrs 
Bnmdiland herself wrote about foe affair in an auto- 
biography. did foe Norwegian media consder it 
accepfoble to tell the public what had happened. 

I wonder whether your reaction to this is like 
mine: tom. On the erne hand there is a certain mag- 
nificent in foe way an entire institution like foe 
diverse and loosely-knit Norwegian media held foe 
line. Tire temptation to publish this sensation must 
hove beat strong. One feels, loo, some satisfaction 
foot a private individual's feelings, at a time of huge 
personal difficulty, should have been so respected: 
a national courtesy perhaps absent here in Britain It 
may be that foe Norwegian people would appuve 
of the way they were kept in foe dark 

But it won’t do. will it? How tang has it been in 
Britain since it would have been possible to sup- 
press such a stay about a senior politician? Acen- 
tmy? Two? The farces and tragedies of our mon- 
archs’ percooal lives have seldom been out of 
bounds — the most famous exception, the abdica- 
tion crisis, bring widely considered an inglorious 
hour for foe British pres. 

American journalism is much the same. 
Disproportionate or not, who here seriously thinks 
foe allegations made agamstBiH Clinton should not 
lave bon reported? Contrast this with a pofl pub- 
lished in France last year by Elle magazine. Eighty 


three per cent of French reajera felt the public had 
no right to know about foe private life of their 
President. Yet now they rush to hear news of 
Moaica Lewin&y. It is simply not true that oidinaiy 
people on foe Continent are not interested in foe 
secrets of the powerful — foal they have (as snooti- 
er British commentators insinuate) “risen above” 
that kind of curiosity, being more grown-up than the 
British masses. In Spain, such stories, published in 
an irredeemably trashy magazine called Lectures, 
are devoured hungrily by ordinary Spaniards. 

There is one reason atone why this sort of news 
never achieves a wider currency in France or Spain: 
mainstream editors won't print h. Broadcasters 
won’t broadcast it There exists cm foe Continent, to 
use a fashionable tarn, an institutional deference 
among respectable journalists towards foe poGtkal 
class. 

Assumed by politicians, it is accepted as foe 
norm by journalists. And it is infectious. Even 
Britain's Sue MacGregor succumbed. She was 
interviewing Jacques Sauer about atlegwrl conup- 
tioa among European commissioners. Or, rather, 
she thought she was. Santer was simply not playing. 
Asked about specific instances, he ignored her. He 
wouldn't even acknowledge a theoretical applica- 
tion of general rules (which he was happy to dis- 
cuss) to particular individuals. He wouldn’t talk 
about it at alL 

Evasion is not a continental prerogative, but a 
British or American politician would have felt 
obliged to wriggle; would have explicitly refused to 
commit insist 

ale. Not Santet His spoken English was fine but he 
just took no notice of Ms. MacGregor She tried a 
second time txl when Santer again failed to 
engage, she simply gave up. She would have 
mocked, badgered or scolded a British politician 
because both would tacitly accept the grtxmd-ml& 


journalist (or his editor); but in practice, foe public 
often gels to make up its own mind: for foe pre- 
sumption is that, if a story is arguably in the public 
interest, print and be damned. 

“Unfcfftunarefy there’s no Anglo-Saxon follow- 
up tradition here.” remained the Editor of France's 
lately satirical magazine, Le Canard Enchaind 
“There's a stroll lobby of TV journalists who are 
very polite and courteous to politicians. They're 
part of foe same elite world.” He was commenting 
on an attempt by an interviewer to raise a contro- 
versy about a property deal involving the President. 

■Thai's quite wrong, dear Anne Sinclair," replied 
Jacques Chirac — and she moved to anexher issue. 
Earlier his Prime Minister had banned all staff from 
buying copies of Le Canard Enchaine. “No French 
journalist has yet written a revealing book on 
Chirac," one Paris literary publisher told The 
Sunday Tunes, “out of fear that he or she would 
never ea lunch at the Etysee again.” Long after foe 
Greenpeace affair (a sink of iniquity, which never 
really stuck as a story in the French press) a survey 
showed foal three quartos of the French public con- 
sider investigative journalism “unethkaL” 

Forgive me, but isn’t this just a differed world 
from ours? There is no spare here to descend into 
Italian current affairs, where collusion between 


ferent milieu, an Anglo-Saxon journalist quickly 
feels abashed. “Eh - atonsT (“So what?”) remarked 
President Mitterrand to a French journalist who, 
remarkably, bad the temerity to ask him about an 
illegitimate daughter who, with his mistress, was 
being kept at the taxpayers’ expense. The discus- 
sion ended. It was the journalist, not foe President, 
who had misbehaved. 

I am making a jump here which requires expla- 
nation: moving from essentially personal matters, 
like suicide a adultery, to questions which may 
involve private secrets but touch foe public interest 
And that is an important distinction to be judged. 
The question in a democracy, however, is who 
should be allowed to do the judging? The poliii- 
cian? The journalist? Or foe pudbUc? My hunch is 
that on the Continent (of course it varies between 
countries) it is foe politician. 

In Britain and the United States it is, in foray, foe 


T _.ji;notHne 

to explore the sense of responsibility many conti- 
nental journalists seem to feel, notto destabilise foe 
State in democracies tfa& may not really work prop- 
eriy, and which are sol] nervous after Wbdd WhrlL 

Nor have I done justice to foe Scandinavian 
scene, where inquiry into financial ^regularity is as 
rigorous as its respect for different kinds of “per- 
sonal” secret. Germany is different again; its press 
is now as salacious as outs aboutthe spicy side of 
life, but a high-minded publk-spiritedness creeps 
into media treatment of “important” pohey stories, 
like currency union. No German politician would 
submit to a Raxman. 

This matters profoundly. Europe is moving 
towards serious democratic deficit in pan-European 
government, a gap unlikely to be filled by any 
Europe-wide elected assembly, and into winch our 
parochial national legislatives are reluctant or 
unable to pty. Into that gap, only the news media 
seemr-’ — J 


press, from foe Adamic to foe Urals, could form the 
spite of a sort of emerging European democracy: 

transnational in its spirit of inquiry. 

Bui don’t ask foe Norwegians why their Prime 
Minister dropped our for two months. Don’t ask 


— The Times 


Letters to the editor 

Proper water policy may 
avert shortages 

WHILE THE prospects for more rainfall at this time -of 
the year are very slim, the scenario of a hot and water- 
less summer is very real and only a few months away. 
Amman’s citizens quite vividly recall last summer’s 
water nightmare, that resulted in an emergency situa- 
tion, catching a helpless and unprepared government 
off guard, and unable to handle the situation with effi- 
ciency, while desperate citizens, most of whom devel- 
oped a water scarcity phobia and had no choice but to 
drink polluted water.” thanked God that there was any at 
all. Bearing in mind all these unpleasant memories, cer- 
tainly none of us is eager to go through the same painftil 
experience. Allow me to point out that securing fresh, 
potable water to its citizens is the sole obligation of the 
government and not an individual's responsibility. We 
as citizens, on the other hand, are sharing this responsi- 
bility towards the community by having learnt how to 
cope with water shortages by minimising water usage 
during summer. However, miracles cannot be expected 
when it comes to technical issues and when there is no 
running waier in the taps for weeks in a row. 

Furthermore, there is no need to constantly condole 
Jordanian tax-payers that similar water crisis take place 
all around the world, even in the most advanced 
Western countries. Such comparisons cannot but be 
viewed as totally baseless, first of all because those 
countries are rich in water resources to start with. 
Secondly, if a water situation should arise due to heavy 
rainfalls or floods, those countries are fully prepared 
both financially and technically to deal with disasters in 
contrast to Jordan, a country with limited resources. 

The current government has solemnly pledged that 
water issues will be topping its agenda of priorities. 
Hopefully, the concerned authorities have also learnt 
from past mistakes and will not allow their recurrence. 
With the few months left before the summer sets in 
fully, this government still has time to adopt strong and 
effective measures to effect regular and equal water 
supply to all residents in the various parts of the 
Kingdom, and to secure a smooth flow of local and 
imported fresh bottled water at acceptable prices, to put 
under control any attempts at illegal water profiteering. 
They must also speedily implement important water 
projects that have been given financial aid by foreign 
countries. If all this is done with a great sense of oblig- 
ation towards the well-being of Jordanians and their 
needs, there will be enough water for everybody. 

Rumiana M. Nuseibeh 
Amman 


SPANA will not 
abandon J.S.P.A. 
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Jeremy Hulme 
Chief Executive 
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Features 

Finnish team identifies Byzantine monastic 
complex on Jabal Haroon at Petra — Part I 


T' *‘ h 'fi ra °f<»° article, 
on the fin, excavation season of the 

Hnnah Jabal Haroon Project, working 
on Aaron’s Mountain at Petra. Part II 
appears next Monday 

FOR THE past century, scholars have 
assumed that the earth -covered 
anctent structures near the summit of 
Jabal Haroon (Mount Aaron) in south 
Jordan were the remains of a Byzan- 
tine monastery and pilgrimage centre. 

I Now, a Finnish team has completed 
its first full season of archaeological 
exploration in the area, and has con- 
firmed the existence of a monastic 
complex with a large church and a 
smaller chapel which might have 
been dedicated to St. Aaron. 

The Finnish Jabal Haroon Project 
(FJHP) is directed by Jaakko Frbs^n 
of the Unir?rsity of Helsinki (Fin- 
land). He is joined in overall project 
management and analysis by Zbig- 
niew T. Fiema of Dumbarton Oaks 
centre for Byzantine studies (U.S.), 
who has worked at Petra for much of 
the past decade. 

Jabal Haroon mountain is located 
about five kilometres west of central 
Petra, and is so named because it is 
believed to be the same place as 
Mount Hor, where Aaron, Moses’ 
older brother, died and was buried. 

Aaron, the older brother of Moses 
and younger brother of Miriam, was 
the first high priest in the Bible. He 
was denied entry to Canaan, like 
Moses, and died and was buried on a 
mountaimop in Transjordan (Exodus 
4:14:7:1; Micah 6:4). 

Aaron is known in Arabic as Nebi 
Haroon (the Prophet Aaron). The 
Quran describes him as an inspired 
and righteous man, a prophet who 
was “granted authority by God" and 
“guided along the straight path” 
(Quran 4: 163;6:85; 19:53:23:45; 

28:34:37:118). Aaron is also fre- 
quently mentioned with Moses in the 
Quran (“We gave Moses and Aaron 
the salvation and a radiance,” 21:48). 

The Bible says that God gave 
Aaron instructions and spoke to him 
and Moses (Numbers IS and 19). 
Aaron was the “prophet" of Moses, in 
that he spoke for Moses, because 
Moses was shy and humble, and not 
an eloquent speaker. He is referred to 
in Psalms as the one “whom God had 
chosen” and “the holy one of the 
Lord" (Psalm 105:26; 106:16). 

When it came time for Aaron to die, 
he and his son Eleazer climbed the 
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on Mt. Aaron 


mountain with Moses "in the 
sight of the whole communi- 
ty,” Moses ceremoniously 
took off Aaron’s priestly gar- 
ments and placed them on 
Eleazer, “And Aaron died 
there on top of the mountain." 

Moses and Eleazer came 
down from the mountain. 

“and when the whole commu- 
nity learned that Aarem had 
died, the entire house of Israel 
mourned him for thirty days." 

(Numbers 20:27-29 ). 

Aaron is also known for the 
Priestly Blessing, also called 
the Aaronic blessing (Num- 
bers 6:24-26) : “The Lord 
bless you and keep you; the 
Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to 
you; the Lord turn his face 
towards you and give you 
peace." 

In view of Aaron’s rich 

moral legacy and his religious 

role. Ml Aaron is considered — . , „ 

holy by all three monotheistic Part of the excavated apse area of the Byzantine church on Mt. Aaron 

Abrahamic faiths; Muslim, (photo by J. Frosen) 

Christian and Jewish tradi- _ 

tions alike believe that Aaron 
was buried on the summit of 
the mountain. Local tradition 
says that an eagle picked up 
Aaron’s body and deposited it 
there at its final resting place. 

The spot was later commem- 
orated with a church and sub- 
sequently by the Islamic 
*weli’ or shrine that stands 
there today. 

Religious facilities were 

reported on the mountain 

from as early as the 
Nabataean-Roman period, 
including references to the 
burial place of Aaron by the 
Roman-Jewish historian 
Flavius Josephus (end of the 
1st centuiy AD) and subse- 
quent Byzantine and Arab 
sources. In the early 4th cen- 
tury AD also the church his- 
torian Eusebius wrote that 
Mount Hor was in the Petra 
region. 

The large Byzantine church 
excavated in recent years by 
American . archaeologists in 

central ancient • Petra pro- ■ - ■- 

duced a- cache of carbonised w hite Islamic shrine at the top of Mt. Aaron (at left) and the area of 

papyrus scrolls. One scroll, the Byzantine monastery and pilgrimage centre (arrow) before excava- 
dated to June 15, AD 513, tions started last year (photo by Jane Taylor) 
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was the last will of a man 
called Obodianos, son of 
Obodianos; it mentioned the 
“House of Our Lord the Saint 
High-Priest Aaron” in the 
vicinity. Scholars took this as 
confirmation that Aaron was 
venerated in the Petra area 
during the Byzantine period, 
and the obvious place for 
such veneration would have 
been the mountain long asso- 
ciated with him. The date of 
the abandonment of the 
moumaintop by the Christians 
who used the monastic com- 
plex cannot be determined 
accurately, but must have hap- 
pened by the mid- 1 4th centu- 
ry AD, when the present 
Islamic shrine was built on 
the summit. 

Recent explorations consid- 
ered the ruins located below 
the summit of the mountain, 
along with the tomb of Aaron, 
to be those of a Byzantine 
monastic complex and pil- 
grimage centre, and the 1998 
excavation showed that the 
complex contained a church, a 
chapel and probably a hostel, 
that were used from perhaps 
the 5th to the 8th centuries 
AD. 

The Finnish project com- 
pleted an initial reconnais- 
sance survey of the entire 
mountain area in 1997, setting 
the stage for the October 1998 
excavation. The work aims 
primarily to investigate the 
Byzantine and Early Islamic 
periods in Petra, both of 
which are not well document- 
ed due to the traditional schol- 
arly emphasis in this region 
on Nabataean or earlier 
remains. 

The overall research goals 
of the project include: study- 
ing the variations in human 
occupation of the mountain 
over the ages, especially the 
area of the presumed monastic 
complex near the summit: 
investigating the patterns of 
how humans adapted to the 
resources of the area, includ- 
ing agricultural and other 
forms of land exploitation in 
ancient and recent times; and, 
identifying Ml Aaron’s wider 
historical significance. 
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including its relations to Petra and the 
immediate vicinity from Nabataean 
through Islamic tinies. 

The 1998 fieldwork focused on the 
buried architectural complex located 
on the plateau some 70 metres below 
the summit of the mountain, with the 
Islamic shrine on the summit visible 
above. The entire monastic complex, 
measuring some 75 x 45 metres, was 
intensively surveyed and mapped last 
year. 

Four excavation trenches showed 
that the site had been exploited and 
inhabited from the Nabataean 
through the Islamic periods, with the 
heaviest use and architectural pres- 
ence during the Byzantine period. At 
least three major periods of occupa- 
tion during the Byzantine era were 
identified, Fiema said in a recent 
interview. The excavated structures 
include a three-aisle basilical church, 
a smaller chapel, and (probably) the 
remains of a monastery and pilgrims’ 
hostel. 

The regional survey of the moun- 
tain and its adjacent wadis revealed 
the presence of a complex water har- 
nessing and irrigation system first 
built by the Nabataeans in the 1st 
century AD, and comprising dams, 
cisterns, water channels and other 
structures. 

Some 30 scholars and students 
from the University of Helsinki and 
the Helsinki University of Technolo- 
gy participated in the 1998 season, 
along with two scholars from other 
countries and two representatives of 
the Jordanian Department of Antiqui- 
ties. Dr. Fawzi Zayadin and Hani 
FalahaL The excavations were funded 
by the Emil Aaltonen Foundation 
(Finland) with logistical assistance 
by the Jordanian Department of 
Antiquities. The 1998 excavations 
were funded by the Emil Aaltonen 
Foundation (Finland) with logistical 
assistance by the Jordanian Depart- 
ment of Antiquities. 
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a ‘wonderdrug’ 


use of marijuana as medicine 


By Matt Karmtsdraig 

Reuters 

ITS BEEN said to cure or 
prevent everything from 
headaches to heart attacks. 

Some call it "the wonder- 
drug.” Felix Hoffmann, its 
German inventor, called it 
acetylsalicylic acid. 

Most know it simply as 
Aspirin. , 

Saturday." March 6. the 
German company Bayer cel- 
ebrated Hoffmann’s discov- 
ery by marking the 100th 
anniversary of Aspirin s 
launch. 

Simple to make and even 
easier to administer, Aspirin, 
like Coca Cola, and Levis, is 
one of only a handful of 
brands to have transcended 
cultures, borders and genera- 
tions to enjoy almost univer- 
sal recognition. 

Mentioned in films and fic- 
tion, the drug has become as 
enduring an element of life in 
the 20th cenrury as the car 
and television. 

The Spanish philosopher 
Jose Onega Y Gasset 
summed up the remedy s 
influence in the 1930s, say- 
ing modem man lived in “the 
aee of the Aspirin.” 

“One hundred years after its 
introduction, Bayer’s annual 
Aspirin sales total ahout one 
billion marks ($555.6 mil- 
lion). a tidy sura for a prod- 
uct whose potential was at 
first doubted by the firms 
manasemenL 

Despite Hoffmann’s cham- 
pioning of his discovery, his 
bosses’^ Bayer were more 
interested in his laboratory’s 
work on another compound 
diacetylmorphine, which 

ihev viewed as an alternative 
for patients given morphine 
to treat coughs. 

Baver called its new couch 
medicine heroin, only later 
discovering that its "heroic 
powers were addictive. 


Two years after Hoffmann 
developed Aspirin, it under- 
went clinical trials at a Berlin 
hospital, a first for any drug. 
The results convinced Bayer 
to go ahead with iL 
Berlin’s imperial patent 
office granted Bayer a trade- 
mark for Aspirin on March 6. 
1899 but the company was 
denied patent protection 
because of its similarity to 
earlier discoveries. 

The name Aspirin is 
derived from acetyl and spi- 
raea ulmaria, the plant that 
produces salicylic acid, the 
drug's active ingredient 
Sold initially in powder 
form. Aspirin would later 
become the first drag to be 
sold as a tablet 
Legend behind the discov- 
ery legend has it that Hoff- 
mann's discovery about 
came as a result of his search 
for a treatment for his 
father's rheumatism. 

Doctors prescribed Hoff- 
mann senior salicylic acid, 
the application of which as a 
painkiller dales back to Hip- 
pocrates in 440 BC. 

But the drug irritated the 
elder Hoffmann's stomach, a 
problem common among 
patients at the time. 

The 29-year-old Hoffmann 
got round it through the 
process of acetylation, creat- 
ing a compound of salicylic 
and acetic adds. 

Though he was not the first 
to try this technique, he was 
the first to do it successfully. 

Hoffmann, who would 
later leave Germany to study 
art in Switzerland, didn’t 
profit from the drug, but it 
made his company a fortune 
and secured its future. 

"It's been an absolute cash 
cow for them," said Christian 
Faitz. a Frankfurt-based 
chemical analyst who began 
his career at Bayer. 

Indeed. Aspirin became 
such a prized commodity 


that the allies stripped the 
German firm of its rights to 
the drag during World War I 
and cemented their dispos- 
session of it in the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

In the United States Bayer 
was forced to sell its produc- 
tion facilities. 

But in 1994, the German 
group paid $1 billion to buy 
back the U.S.-based Bayer 
from the firm that it acquired 
in the war, finally regaining 
its trademark cross symbol 
and name in the world’s pre- 
mier pharmaceuticals mar- 
ket. 

Though Bayer recovered 
its rights to the aspirin trade 
name in most countries, it 
remains a generic term in the 
United States, France and 
Britain. 

Over the years, the medical 
applications for Aspirin have 
multiplied. 

From its inception it has 
been used against inflamma- 
tion and to relieve pain and 
fever, hut it was only more 
recently that scientists dis- 
covered its effectiveness in 
helping prevent cardiovascu- 
lar diseases, colorectal can- 
cer, and strokes. 

In Britain, doctors have 
found that taking a soluble 
Aspirin within a few hours of 
suffering chest pain can pre- 
vent the onset of a heart 
attack and have urged every- 
one to cany the drug. 

For those who take the 
warning to heart, a British 
company has crafted Aspirin 
cuff links which can be had 
for about 30 pounds 
($48.22). 

Whether from a package, a 
bottle or cuff links, the 
human race consumes some 
100 billion Aspirin tablets a 
year* making it by for the 
world’s best selling and most 
ousted remedy. 


By Amy Roe 

Age nee France Presse 

FLORIDA IS steeped in the debate over 
whether marijuana should be used legally as 
medicine, and the state's high court will hear a 
case next month that could legalise the practice. 

Sheriffs deputies busted George Sowell, a 61- 
year-old glaucoma patienL in September 1995 
for growing marijuana in the woods near his 
rural Washington County home. 

His case is one of only three medical marijua- 
na cases ever argued in Florida, and the first to 
be heard before the Florida Supreme Court 

Sowell's attorney, John Daniel of Panama 
City, said Sowell was growing marijuana so he 
would not have ro purchase it from street deal- 
ers. Sowell bad tried to get into a federal med- 
ical marijuana programme which had by then 
been discontinued, Daniel said. 

But lawyers for the state attorney general say 
Sowell could have used perfectly legal prescrip- 
tion drugs that mimic the effects of marijuana. 

Initially, a trial judge denied Sowell's medical 
necessity defence, but in 1997, the Tallahassee- 
based First District Court upheld an appeal. 

The case will be heard on April 7. 

Meanwhile, Floridians for Medical Rights is 
circulating a petition to get a medical marijuana 
initiative on the November ballot. 

Alaska, Arizona, California. Nevada and 
Washington State have passed similar initia- 
tives, and one is on the November ballot in Ore- 


A few Florida residents now obtain govern- 
ment-grown marijuana as holdovers from the 
now-defunct Compassionate Use programme. 
Then president George Bush's administration 
closed the programme in 1992, but allowed 13 
participants to continue their treatment. 

Glaucoma patient Elvy Mufikka of Holly- 
wood. Florida is one of them. 

In 1988 she was arrested for growing marijua- 
na she used to treat her glaucoma. She faced a 
5,000-doIlar fine and five years in jail. 

The case received national media attention, 
and Mufikka gained public support from South 
Florida and around the country. Defended by a 
pro bono attorney, Mufikka won and later 
became the third person admitted to the Com- 
passionate Use programme. 

Mufikka credits her marijuana use with saving 
her vision. 

Diagnosed with glaucoma in 1975 as a result 
of childhood cataracts, Mufikka spent 12 years 
in and out of hospitals for surgeries that she said 
were, at best ineffective, with some procedures 
even exacerbating her vision loss. 

"Finally, a compassionate doctor told me if I 
didn't scan smoking marijuana, I would go 
blind.” she said. 

At firsL Mufikka was sceptical. 

“I really questioned his sanity” she said. But 
after trying marijuana she found it not only 
worked best, but she did not develop a tolerance 
to iL as she did with her prescription drugs. 


She said she tried the synthetic prescription 
versions of marijuana, such as Marinol, but they 
were a poor substitute. 

“It only worked for one week,” she said. 
Mufikka said. “For most (glaucoma) patients, 
the most it works for is six weeks.” 

Mufikka and her physician documented her 
marijuana use, and took the data to the Bascom- 
Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, but doctors there 
refused to acknowledge the study, she said. She 
now receives marijuana with a prescription, and 
prefers to add it to baked goods. 

“Here it is 23 years later and it is still working 
for me,’’ she said. 

A medical marijuana activisL Mufikka said 
she's hoping Florida will join the more than 30 
states which have made medical marijuana use 
legal. 

She said the ill and dying should be allowed to 
use marijuana openly and without fear of prose- 
cution. 

“We are condemning the people to the perma- 
nent jail of blindness ” Mufikka said, adding: 
“It’s time we make our legislators accountable 
for the people who are dying as we speak." 

Daniel, the attorney for George Sowell, said 
he would cite Mufikka's 1993 appellate court 
ruling. 

“If we win, it will further affect different 
Florida rulings on medical marijuana,” he said. 
“It's little old George Sowell against the state 
attorney general and the State of Florida. It real- 
ly is David and Goliath.” 


Russian brain surgery removes appetite for drugs 


By Marina Koreneva 

Agence France Presse 

IVAN SIROTKJN. 20 had tried time 
and time again to kick his drag habit, 
without success, before he went to the 
St Petersburg Human Brain Research 
Institute and got cured. 

In a three-hour operation, smgeons 
neutralised using a cryosurgical tech- 
nique the part of his brain causing his 
addiction, with the result that he has 
completely lost his appetite for drugs. 

For die past year, die Sl Petersburg 
institute has performed similar neuro- 
surgery on several patients and doctors 
say 70 per cent of them were cured of 
their physical and psychological 
dependency. They said the treatment 
was not only effective but had no dis- 
cernible side-effects on die patient’s 


personality. 

The surgeons drill a hole in the skull 
and then freeze about eight millime- 
tres on the surface of the brain. 
Throughout the operation which is 
carried out under local anaesthetic, the 
patient is conscious. 

“I would like to invite you home 
doctor to have a drink together” Ivan 
joked during the operation. 

“Operations of this type have been 
done for years to cure the 'ghost limb' 
syndrome" — where patients who 
have lost a limb still feel pain from ft. 
But we are using this technique to free 
patients from narcotic dependency,” 
said Svyatoslav Medvedev, the direc- 
tor of die institute. 

The advantage of this method, 
which is also employed in other parts 
of Russia, is that it cures patients' psy- 


chological as well as physical depen- 
dency. Medvedev said dial with the 
classic detoxification cures, “only 
seven per cent of patients manage to 
overcome tins psychological depen- 
dency.” 

“Our method makes the patient for- 
get the sensation created by (he narcot- 
ic and because of this, be loses the 
desire to take drugs,” the docks' said. 

Already, 15 dmg abusers have had 
the operation in St Petersburg and 10 
more are on file waiting list 

“For our patients, this is their last 
chance to escape from drag addic- 
tion,” surgeon Vladimir Nizkovoloz 
said. Every patient treated at the insti- 
tute had attempted several cures but all 
had foiled, be said. 

‘1 had tried everything to get rid of 
my drug habit but nothing worked.'’ 


Sirotitin said a few minutes after his 
operation. 

He said be had been on drags for five 
years and had lost most of his friends 
because of Ms addiction. '1 wanted to 
live,” he said, explaining that his par- 
ents had collected $2,000 to pay for his 
operation. 

After suigery, the patients stay three 
to four weeks at the hospital and when 
they leave they are able to begin their 
lives over again without drugs. 

Svetlana, 19, had (he operation two 
months ago. “I don't even think about 
drags any more. I have gone back to 
my studies and am living a normal life 
again,” die said. 

There are officially 500,000 drag 
addicts registered in Sl Petersburg — 
one person in eveiy ten in this city of 
five million. 
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Jordan, Egypt inaugurate linkage 
of electricity grids tomorrow 


AMMAN I'J.T.) — Jordan 
and Egypt will tomorrow 
inaugurate the linking of 
their national electricity 
grids during a ceremony to 
be attended by His Majesty 
King Abdullah and Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak, according to 
Minister of Information 
Naser Lawzi. 

In a press briefing follow- 
ing a regular Cabinet meet- 
ing Saturday, Lawzi said 
King Abdullah and* 
Mubarak will meet in the 
Egyptian Red Sea resort of 
Taba before they both trav- 
el to Aqaba. He added that 
the two leaders will discuss 
bilateral ties and develop- 
ments in the peace process 
particularly on the Israeli- 
Palesdnian track. 

Lawzi told the press that 
the linkage project was 
financed by the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social 
Development through a 
$500 million soft loan. 

Egypt is to be the comer- 
Mnne of the power grid 


which will eventually link 
the Middle East, North 
Africa and Europe through 
Syria, Iraq , Turkey. Libya , 
Tunisia, Algeria and 
Morocco, Spain and Italy. 

Israel was to have joined 
the grid under regional eco- 
nomic projects aimed at 
cementing its peace agree- 
ments with Arab countries, 
but such schemes have 
withered since Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu came to power 
in 1996. 

Egypt and Libya joined 
their grids in May of last 
year while Egypt and Jor- 
dan connected their net- 
works in October although 
the connecuon is officially 
being celebrated on Tues- 
day. 

The connection between 
Egypt and Jordan, which 
joins the continents of Asia 
and Africa, cost $500 mil- 
lion. The link between Jor- 
dan and Syria and between 
Syria and Turkey will take 
place later in the year but 


Iraq will not join the grid 
until the year 2002 because 
of U.N. economic sanc- 
tions. 

The links are based on the 
purchase and sale of elec- 
tricity of different countries 
and are part of a larger pro- 
ject labelled “Mediter- 
ranean Power Pool.” due to 
be operational by the year 
2010. The entire project is 
being financed by the Arab 
Fund, the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank and the Euro- 
pean Investment Bank. 

In his press briefing, 
Lawzi said that no date has 
been fixed for King Abdul- 
lah's visit to Damascus. 

Commenting on the 
extension of the present 
ordinary session of the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, Lawzi said a Royal 


Decree in this respect will 
be issued in the coming few 
days and the House’s ses- 
sion will be extended until 
April 15. He said the exten- 
sion will be made to enable 
the present government to 
submit its policy statement 
to Parliament to win a vote 
of confidence- He said the 
government will submit its 
policy statement on April 3. 

Bassam Haddadicu the 
House’s deputy speaker 
said the question of exten- 
sion was discussed earlier 
with Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra'uf Rawabdeh 

Lawzi noted that in accor- 
dance with Article 3S of the 
Constitution, the King can 
extend the ordinary session 
for a period of three more 
raoDths. 


Asfour says Ministry of Industry and Trade 
plans wide-ranging economic improvements 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
Minister of Trade and 
Industry Mohammad 
Asfour said Sunday the 
ministry has a plan to 
upgrade all economic 
sectors, enhance invest- 
ments, support industri- 
al estates, lay down 
infrastructure and build 
workers’ residences 
near these estates. 

Asfour said Jordan 
proposed the construc- 
tion of workers’ houses 
during the visit of a 
UAE delegation to the 
Kingdom earlier this 
month, led by Sheikh 
Sultan Ben Zayed A1 
N ah ay an. 

Asfour said the UAE 
showed interest and 
readiness to help Jor- 
dan construct the hous- 


es. 

The minister said that 
the trade ministry is 
currently preparing to 
establish a department 
to help citizens finish 
their transactions quick- 
ly and smoothly. 

Asfour said the min- 
istry will work with and 
support private sector 
investors. 

“We will support 


exporters in reaching 
world markets through 
our future membership 
in the World Trade 
Organisation." said the 
minister. 

He added the ministry 
will support the indus- 
trial cities, and that a 
full study will be car- 
ried out for all these 
estates to help lay down 
infrastructure. 


Jordan and the UAE 
announced on March 9 
the establishment of a 
joint investment compa- 
ny involving business 
communities from the 
two countries. 

The new company 
will invest at least 
JD100 million in devel- 
opment projects in the 
Kingdom. 


UJE HRIJE PURE FRESH 
ROYAL JELLY 
50 gms, 250 gms 


ALSO WE HflUE ROVflL JELL V CAPCULES 1000MG EACH 


For More Information Please Contact 5686199 



FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, dining 
room, 2 bathrooms, 2 verandas, telephone, satellite 
& parking space, in excellent condition. 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles. 

If interested, please call owner at 5674286 



r lfie International Sc foot 

Of Cfunieifat, Amman 


Registration 


for the 

1999 - 2000 

Academic year 

Kindergarten, 

Kgl, Kg2, a Grades 1-11 

for more information 

please contact the administration office at 
Tel. 06-591810/2/3 ( 5 lines ) Fax: 0&-591811 
E-mail <iscamman@sabis.net> 


Member of the 





U.S. Treasury official: Global 
stability requires open markets 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — Hie 
world economy’s stability 
depends largely on unfettered 
international trade, the U.S. 
Treasury's Deputy Secretary 
Lawrence Summers said here 
Saturday. 

"It is important that the world 
market stay open." Summers 
said at a meeting of the Trilater- 
al Commission, a consultative 
body that includes top UiL 
Japanese and European econo- 


my officials. 

To illustrate his point, the 
deputy secretary described a 
chain of ties linking worldwide 
economic growth with free 
trade. 

He said the global economy 
depends increasingly on U.S. 
growth, which in turn relies on 
robust spending by U.S. con- 
sumers. And they have invested 
more and more in recent years 
in financial markets, which rely 


FOR NATURE LOVERS 

Chalet for rent in “A’rda” Jordan Valley, 
large garden with citrus trees. 
Situated in beautiful weekend area. 

Call: 5157902 


A TRIBUTE to the development of Dance 
as an art form in the Hashemite Kingdom 

The Annual Amman Ballet Fest will take place at the 
New English School on March 22nd to March 25th 
under the sponsorship of the British Council. 
Patronising the event will be two of British Ballet 
Organisation's London staff. 

During the week of the Fest there will be open class- 
es on the theme of the British National where anyone 
from child to adult, beginner to professional may learn 
to SWORD DANCE, CLOG DANCE, LINE DANCE or 
do the 

HIGHLAND FUNG. 

An emphasis of the Fest this year is to celebrate the 
progress of dance as an art form, in all its diversity 
within the Hashemite Kingdom. 

During the week the British Ballet Organisation will 
have four Scholarships to give away to youngsters 
with dance potential, these auditions will be held at 
the NES on Thursday 25th. The BBO will also be 
holding dance exams during their time in Amman. 
The visiting experts will recruit the cast of Scherazade 
from Amman, if you feel you would like a week of 
dance experience, details can be obtained from 
Edwina Issa the Fest coordinator at the NES. 


on free trade. 

Without referring directly to 
current tensions plaguing U.S.- 
European trade relations. Sum- 
mers warned that a trend 
toward state-subsidised or 
state-protected markets would 
carry grave risks. 

On a separate theme, he said 
a top goal now for the United 
States is to achieve a "soft land- 
ing" for its economy after eight 
consecutive years of growth. 

For 1998, U.S. growth was 
just under four per cent. Econ- 
omists expea 1999’s perfor- 
mance will be just below 25 . 
percent 

“The U.S. expansion is a rel- 
atively healthy one — foe 
growth of investment and 
exports has been relatively 
strong." Summers said, adding 
that inflation had been success- 
fully held in check. 

But he said it would be 
important for the U.S. savings 
rate to rise. 

On Brazil, Summers said it 
was too early to cell whether 
Latin America’s largest econo- 
my had stabilised, less than a 
week after the country’s gov- 
ernment reached agreement 
with the International Mone- 
tary Fund on revised conditions 
foraid. 

But Summers predicted that 
investment capital win soon 
return to Brazil if authorities 
there can stabilise the situation, 
which he said is highly likely 
now that most international 
banks have committed to main- 
taining the fixed assets they 
currently have in the country. 

The U.S. Treasury official 
also ooted that Argentina and 
Mexico had done well at fend- 
ing off contagion from Brazil’s 
financial turmo il. 
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CENTRAL BANK BULLETIN 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 

1 Hot tubs 

5 Rib 

10 Painful throb 

14 Buckeye State 

15 Cove 

16 Dutch South 
African 

17 Talk-show 
neophyte 

20 Gore and 
Jolson 

21 Robert and 
Alan 

22 Frogs' kin 

23 Pizza order 

24 Excessively 

25 Copilot, e.g. 

34 To pieces 

35 Meg of 
'Sleepless In 
Seattle* 

36 Twaedle 

ending? 

37 Piers 

38 Mr. Baba 

39 _ Lama 

41 Play part 

42 Egyptian god of 
the sun 

43 Muse of lyric 
poetry 

44 Davis Love ill. 
e.g. 

46 Swallow 

49 Conjunctions 

50 Tabernacle 
table 

53 Middle 
measurement 

56 Blockhead 

59 Punt situation 

62 British princess 

63 Fred Astaire's 
sister 

64 YbimgaduH 

65 Marsh growth 

66 Seamstress 

67 Identical 

DOWN 

1 Couch 

2 Collins or 
Donahue 

3 False 
mannerisms 

4 Distress letters 

5 Uke the nobility 

6 City in 
Oklahoma 
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By Philip 

lJ.il 

Lnder 


Portland, OR 

7 Ata, 

Kazakhstan 

6 Dates regularly 

9 More Indicator, 
briefly 

10 Rowe ring 

11 Soft drink flavor 

12 Pay attention to 

13 Goofs 

18 Contaminates 

19 Particle 

23 barrel 

legislation 

24 Heavy weight 

25 Martyr of Egypt 

26 Time period 

27 Desert plants 

26 Enraged 

29 Synthetic fabric 

30 'Blame It on 
Rio' star 

31 '50s candidate 
Stevenson 

32 Peachy 

33 Sanders of 
football and 
baseball 

39 Lack 

40 Martial _ 

42 Author's rep. 
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45 Stood on hind 
legs 

46 Rit 

47 Team makeup 

50 From a 
distance 

51 Word with star 
or ranger 

52 Melody 


53 walk In the 
water 

54 Once more 

55 Not working 

56 Neighborhood 

57 Pipe part 

58 *Auld Lang _* 

60 Possesses 

61 Part of TGIF 


Peanuts 




THE BETTER HALF. 



■We don t have children because mv 
hustand hes Ugophobia-the fear* 
of stepping on Legos in bare feet” 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles 
one letter to each square. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Ulk* Argtrion 
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h, A rev 'ew of news from the Arabic Press 


Farmers fall deeper in financial 
troubles due to low prices of produce 

sav thev^re^fvhil Ahmad Salibi, another farmer, 

because of declining Said P roduction exceeds the local 

their inability to honour their oblie- ‘ COn$um P tion need ve g etables 
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auons as the marketing bottlenecks 
have reached a level tfat cannot be 
anymore. “Ignoring this 
reality will exacerbate the prob- 
lem, the farmers said warning that 
the continuity of this situation will 
lead them to more losses and to 
abandoning the agricultural work. 

According to the farmers, public 
and private creditors have not 
stomed chasing them for repayment 
ot debts which have accumulated 
over tens of years. As such, they are 
afraid they will have to announce 
selling their property in auction as 
they are unable to repay their dues. 

Mahmoud AJi Hassan, a farmer, 
says it has become customary that 
farmers resort to display their pro- 
duce on the sides of the main road in 
A1 Ghor to get rid of the surplus 
which cannot be absorbed by the 
local markets. “The fanners are 
convinced that is not worth it to 
route their produce to the central 
markets because the return does not 
cover the production costs," Hassan 
said. 

Nayef Masalhah. also a farmer, 
says the official response has been 
limited to promises and assurances 
that were not implemented to solve 
the agricultural problems which 
have persisted for many years. He 
specifically- mentioned the low 
prices which is associated with the 
marketing issue. 


besides the absence of markets that 
can absorb the surplus. “The farmer 
has knocked on all the doors for a 
solution to the agricultural problem 
but without any success even to 
help with simple, matters that can 
break the siege surrounding him,” 
Salibi stressed. 

Another fanner. Hassan Mustafa, 
said the agricultural sector in Jordan 
has in general been hit by a series of 
setbacks and losses that have over- 
burdened and accumulated the 
indebtedness of farmers. “This sea- 
son is not different than other sea- 
sons," he said. “The average daily 
consumption of vegetables does not 
exceed 750 tonnes and if we divide 
this volume by the number of peo- 
ple in the country we will find that 
the Jordanian consumer does not 
take his daily need of vegetables 
because of the deteriorating finan- 
cial conditions and high cost of liv- 
ing." 

Mustafa saw the flotation of prices 
as a negative factor that hurt the 
farmer and the consumer and called 
on the government to formulate an 
emergency plan to sort out the farm- 
ing problems that have been unre- 
solved for many years (A1 Ra'i). 





HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1999 


1 By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your friends are full of 
wild and crazy ideas today, and you want to go along 
with all of them. You tend to get further out on the edge 
than most of the others you know. They talk about it, but 
you really do ir. Hmm. It kind of looks like you might 
get away with it. but do be careful. 

TAURUS: ( April' 20 to May 20) Somebody may be 
pushing you to take action, but you need to make your 
own decisions, and you need to check things out care- 
fully before you do that. The other person is enthusias- 
tic and even a little frantic, perhaps, but you’re the one 
with the common sense, so use iL 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21 ) You may think you have 
everything figured out today, but don’t be too sure of 
yourself. Looks like there could be some changes, one 
of them unexpected. Take a cue from an older person 
who’s had more experience than you have. The advice 
you get in private could be more useful than the instruc- 
tions you get in public. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 22) If you’ve been worried 
about money lately, just settle down. There will proba- 
bly be enough for everything you have planned, espe- 
cially since you're so good at managing it. Besides, 
you're drawing favourable attention from people in high 
places. 

LEO: (July 23 to August 21 ) A partner's crazy scheme 
could have you baffled. You don't understand every- 
thing. but you don’t have to, either. If the other person 
knows what’s going on, that could be enough for you. 
And if it’s not, well, you’ve got the wrong partner, espe- 
ciaJlv if your money is involved. 

VIRGO: (August 23 to September 22) You should be 
drawing quite” a bit of attention from the good job 
vou’ve been doing. You do careful work, and you can be 
relied upon, so more and more people are asking you to 
do things for them. Instead of getting overwhelmed, find 
a partner who can help. You already know a likely 
prospect. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 23) It may take you 
a while to set back to work from your fascinating week- 
end. but vou ought to do that. Looks like there’s a lot of 
stuff piled up. waiting for you. .All the fun won’t have to 
so out of vour life, however. Just the opposite is true. 
You'll be making so much money, you’ll be able to 
afford to have even more. fun. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 to November 2 1 ) This day gets 
better as it goes along. You may start out with a difficult 
problem, but bv the” time the" day's over, you’ll have 
reached a very workable solution. You will that is, if 
vou don’t set stuck arguing with a person who’s never 
going to change. That’s a waste of time, so don’t even 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Think carefullv today about changes you want to make 
to vour home. You don't want to rush into anything, no 
matter what vour sweetheart says. Instead, think it out 
carefullv. so bv the time you're done, you have some- 
thing to be proud of. Get your loved one to help. That 
wilfkeep hi m or her from nagging you to death. _ 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) If you re 
deciding how to spend your money, here’s a clue. Get 
somethin- vou can learn how to do. to improve your 
skills The more skills you develop, the more money 
vou can make, and the more money you make, the more 
skills vou can develop. This is a win-win situation, and 
vou re on the upside of the learning curve now 
AOUARIUS: (January’ 21 to February 19) You are 
amazinglv intelligent right now You ha\^ so many goal 
it's hard to keep track of them aU. and it s defi- 
niretv hard to put them all in action But thais what 
vou ’ll set the chance to do. and soon. \ou ve got a little 
more time for planning, but not much. Better get busy. 
PISCES’ iTebmarv 20 to March 201 This would be a 
jjfv to catch up on your reading. Looks like there s 
a lircle bit of homework in that stack, too— some study- 
infvou-ve been meaning to do but never quite got 
' m Well it could lead to an increase in your 
hacome/if ihai s anv additional motivation. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine - Jasper 
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Hammodeh Hair Designer ^ 

Mr. Hammoudeh has corae back to Jordan after a months leave. 
When he was called upon by the yellow strawberry group in the 
united states of America to participate with a number of hair 
dressers from Asia, Europe and Africa. He was the only hair dresser 
chosen from Asia. 

Mr. Hammoudeh has achieved wonderful success in the hair show 
and made sure to picture the most important works he made there 


such as Hair Style guide and Hair Style. 

The American people have been very hospitable and they offered 
help for any reason, they made me feel nght at home and in my 
country ana I will never forget the members of the yellow 
strawberry. 

My trip was a fruitful one, filled with experience and moda. I’m 
offering my work for all my coleagues and who ever is interested in 
my trip on the internet: ( www.cns.co m.jo\hammodeh) 

E-mail: hammodeh@cns.go.com.jo 
Tel:5933828 / mob if: 079-522492 

Last but not least I offer my thanks to the yellow strawberry group 
and all it’s partners, and for everyone that had a big role in me going 
to the United States especially Amer & Nidal Naser El Deen (CNS). 
And Soon die opining of the grandest saloon in the Middle East 
Hammodeh Two. 


Wall Street near 1 0,000 mark 
on strong economic data 


NEW YORK i AFP) —The cel- 
ebration is ready on Wail Street 
as the Dow Jones industrial 
average approaches the 10.000 
made, thanks to a robust U.S. 
economy coupled with low 
inflation. 

Alter falling short of the mile- 
stone by 42 points last week, the 
Dow blue-chip index fell back 
slightly to end the week at 
9.87635 points, having crossed 
die 9,700 threshold just seven 
days earlier. 

Most analysts were saying the 
record is days, not weeks away, 
as long as the American econo- 
my remains indifferent to reces- 
sions in Asia and Latin 
America, and weak growth in 
western Europe. 

After posting 6.1 per cent 
growth during the fourth quarter 
of 1998, U.S. gross domestic 
product (GDP) was expected to 
grow by at least three per cent in 
the fust three months of 1999, 
according to most economists' 
forecasts. 

More importantly, that growth 
is taking place without inflation, 
despite low unemployment (4.4 
per cent) that could create 
upward pressure on wages. 

Last week. Federal Reserve 


(Fed) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan said the US. econo- 
my was displaying no signs of 
inflationary pressure despite 
strong growth and tight labour 
markets. 

Addressing a business confer- 
ence, the Fed chief described 
the US. economic expansion, 
now in its ninth year, as “an 
exemplary accomplishment by 
any standard.” 

“Growth of output has 
remained vigourous, unemploy- 
ment is lower than it has been in 
nearly 30 years and yet, despite 
the tautness in labour markets, 
there have been no obvious 
signs of emerging inflation pres- 
sures," Greenspan said. 

‘'Inflation is dead," said econ- 
omist Gerald Cohen of Merrill 
Lynch on Friday, after figures 
showed that US. wholesale 
prices fell 0.4 per cent in 
February. 

That reversed a two- month 
trend and gave the Federal 
Reserve room to leave interest 
rates unchanged. Wholesale 
prices have risen a meagre 0-5 
per cent in the past yean 

But the market remains sensi- 
tive to bad news from compa- 
nies, as shown by the negative 


reaction to Caterpillar’s Friday 
wanting of weaker than expect- 
ed first quarter earnings. 

Caterpillar, the world's largest 
manufacturer of construction 
equipment, is suffering from the 
economic crisis in Latin 
America, especially Brazil. 

The company's optimistic 
outlook for the rest of the year 
were not enough to reassure 
investors as Caterpillar's stock 
lost 12 percent of its vaiue. 

Computer software and data- 
base provider Oracle was also 
punished, seeing its. stock 
plunge by 22 per cent after 
reporting higher earnings in its 
third quarter but disappointing 
software licence revenues, 
prompting several analysts to 
downgrade the stock. 

Earnings warnings are expect- 
ed to multiply as companies 
prepare to release results for the 
first three months of the year, 
starting on April 12. 

First Call, a company that 
monitors corporate earnings, 
said most experts expect the 
stocks composing the Standard 
and Poor’s 500 to post 12 per 
cent growth over the first quar- 
ter 1999 from the same period 
one year ago. 


THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 
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k Under the Sponsorship of * 

THE BRITISH COUNCIL 

and the Patronage of 

THE BRITISH BALLET ORGANIZATION 

Prendly Present /''“’T 


The fourth 
AMMAN BALLET FEST 
22 - 26th MARCH 
Featuring in ihe Workshop 
Production 

SCHERAZADE 

CHRISTINA HUGHES 
( BBO TECHNICAL DIRECTOR ) 
and 

IAN MACKENZIE STUART 
( RESIDENT DANCER ) / 



y \ / /IN A SERIES OF OPEN 

\S WORKSHOPS. AUDITIONS 

/ S' AND MASTERCLASSES 

X FOR MEN. WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

/ COME AND JOIN IN THE FUN OF 1 

/ UNE DANCING. SWORD DANCING. 

/ CLOG DANCING HIGHLAND FUNG. ‘101 

/ OALMAnONS’, CHOREOGRAPHY MINI 

/ / PRODUCTION BALLET. 

./GRAND OPENING 10 am .MARCH 22nd 
NES THEATRE 

DAILY COURSES WITH VISITING EXPERTS. 

MARCH 22 - 26m 

SCHERAZADE BALLET 26m MARCH 7:30 RM. 


BA0L F09 C0UCK. nODUCnON. AN3 0P8I SCHOtAISB 1 AUDdlQN IB. 551711 1 EXL 38 FAX 5516100 


ALL WELCOME ! 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609A078S30007 

Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 


Studio H#C 

Professional qualifyfn 
1 hour sendee^,' 
Develop yxksr ©pfowTSm 
a! our shop and get : V 

* JUMO photo 

30% larger, i : _ . . 

* Free enlargement 

20x30 cm. ' 


Shmeisant - Opposite 
Grtndlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 


Wh 
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Amra Forum Hotel 
Amman 



Quality Serviced Suites 


★One & Two Bedrooms *Fu«y 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Daffy & 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail . crvtulff eo.com. io 




TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5696183 



Car Rental & Leasing 
WE RENT LESS 

DAILY 

WEEKLY 

MONTHLY 

Telephone: 962-6-5698131 
Fax: 962-6-5673312 
P.O.Box: 960488 
Amman-Ill 96, Jordan 

E-mail: budget@go.com.jo 

\n IndepeniliiH Baden \\mtm IJctimv 





At 6th Circle 
Tel.: 551 GOO 1 


Bayerischer Hof 

German Restaurant 
LUNCH: 12:30p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
DINNER: 6:30p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 
German coffee and cakes served all day 

Sweifieh - Al Hamra Sum Tel: 5819730 / 5810811 
PO Box 6555. Amman-1 1 1 18 Jordan 


Recreation Center 

The ultimate Pools 

and Spa in Amman. 
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Serena serves notice 


with victory over Graf 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP.) 
— Serena Williams con- 
firmed her arrival as a 
power on the WTA Tour 
Saturday with a triumph 
over former World No. 1 
Steffi Graf for the Evert 
Cup crown. 

"I know that I can win the 
big ones now," said the 17- 
year-old American, who 
shrugged off a sore knee 
and rallied from a break 
down in the third set to beat 
Graf 6-3. 3-6. 7-5. 

“I don’t know how many ; 
matches I've won in a row, i 
but it's enough to win a 
Slam. It's seven in a row to 
win a Slam. I'm prepared 
to do that" 

Williams' victory — with 
her sister, Venus, and 
father. Richard, looking on 
— was her 11th straight. 

She won her first WTA 
Tour title in the Open Ga z 
de France in Paris on 
February 28 and immedi- 
ately followed it up with 
her first triumph in a presti- 
gious Tier One event. 

The fact that she beat 
Graf, whose 106 career 
titles include 21 Grand 
Slam triumphs, made it 
even more satisfying. 

“She has more titles than 
any man or lady playing 
tennis." Williams said. “It’s 
very exciting for me to 
have this win. 

T definitely feel that I've 
beaten almost everyone, 
now that I’m on this roll.” 
added Williams, who beat 
World No. 2 Lindsay' 
Davenport in the second 
round here but is still wait- 
ing for her first victory 
over World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis. 

“I just have a couple of 
more people to. play. 
There's always someone, 
out there who's .going to • 
work harder and who’s 
going try try to beat me. 
especially when you’re on 
a streak. 

“I'm just going to have to 
work as hard, if not harder, 
to keep it up." 

Williams, who stretched 
Hingis to three sets in the 
Lipton Championships last 
year and lost a three-set 
heartbreaker to Sandrine 
Testud at the Australian 
Open in January, said her 
new sense of urgency sud- 
denly hit her last month. 

“One day in practice I 
realised I bad to moke 
changes in my game if I 
wanted to get to the top 
level," she said. “I think 
that particular day in prac- 
tice was what really made 
me change. It was just 
before I went to Paris. 

“That's when I realized I 
can't keep going out there 
losing to people I should 
beat if I want to be a top 
player. I have to win more 
matches.” 

Now that she’s got that 
down, Williams said the 
sky's the limit. 

“I definitely think in the 
next couple of months I’ll 
be in the top 10," said 
Williams, who will movei 
up a spot from 17th to 16thj 
thanks to her win over 
Graf. 

“The only thing that can 
keep me out of the top 10 is 
if I quit playing tourna- 
ments for the rest of the 
year. Other than that, I def- 
initely see myself getting 
there soon — and farther." 



Serena Williams of the U.S. hits a backhand a gains t Steffi Graf of Germany during 
the Evert Cup final in In dian Wells, California. W illiams defeated Graf 6-3, 3-6, 7-5 
to win the cnp (AFP photo) 



German tennis player Steffi Graf reacts after losing a point against Serena Williams 
of the U.S. at the Evert Cup final in Indian Wells, California. Williams won 6-3. 3- 
6,7-5 (AFP photo) 


Hassan 

hat-trick 

sounds 

Champions 

League 

warning 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Veteran Egyptian star 
Hossam Hassan scored a 
hat-trick this weekend as 
Al-Ahly sounded an early 
warning to their African 
Champions League rivals 
with a 3-0 drubbing of Maji 
Maji in Tanzania. 

Hassan, joint leading 
scorer with South African 
star Benni McCarthy at the 
1998 Nations Cup in 
Burkina Faso, struck after 
23, 52 and 86 minutes in 
the first leg of a first-round 
tie. 

While former champions 
Al-Ahly can prepare for a 
second-round clash with 
Rayon Sport of Rwanda or 
AFC Leopards of Kenya in 
May, two-time winners 
Raja Casablanca of 
Morocco must overcome a 
1-0 loss to Ndiambour in 
Senegal. 

Makhene Ndiaye scored 
the last-minute winner in 
the north-west town of 
Louga to present an unex- 
pectedly early challenge 
for Raja coach Luis Oscar 
Fullone. 

The Argentinian guided 
ASEC of Cote d’Ivoire to 
the Champions League title 
last December with a 4-2 
aggregate victory over sur- 
prise finalists Dynamos of 
Zimbabwe. •" “ - 

; Villa of Uganda were the 
most impressive winners, 
crushing Electricity from 
Ethiopia 5-0 in Kampala 
with Phillip Sozzi and 
Andrew Mukasa scoring 
two goals each. 

The return of Libya to the 
competition after a six-year 
break seems likely to be 
shortlived following the 2- 
1 home loss suffered by Al- 
Mahalla against 1994 
champions Esperance from 
Tunisia. 

Faycal Ben Ahmed, a 
midfielder in the 1998 
Tunisian World Cup squad, 
opened and closed the scor- 
ing in Tripoli after Rejeb 
Axnmar raised Libyan 
hopes with a second-half 
equaliser. 

Orlando Pirates equalled 
the record victory margin 
for a South African club in 
Africa with a 6-0 thrashing 
of Botswana Defence 
Force, who survived only 
10 minutes before Simon 
Makhubela triggered a 
Johannesburg goal 

avalanche. 

Newcomers Wikki 
Tourists of Nigeria also 
began impressively by 
defeating Renaissance 4-0 
in Kaduna, where 
Chiedozie Johnson struck 
twice during the second 
half. 


Moya makes unlikely 

leap to the top 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) ■— 
Carlos Moya became the 
unlikely World No. 1 here 
Saturday, and as Gustavo 
Kuerten, the man he beat to 
get there, said, it couldn't 
happen to a nicer guy. 

Moya was one of four 
players who started the 
$2.45 milli on Champions 
Cup with a chance to unseat 
Pete Sampras. 

The smart money was on 
second-ranked Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, who 
had already come within 
one matc h of claiming the 
top spot in February. 

Kuerten took care of him 
in the second round. With 
Sampras. World No. 3 Alex 
Corretja and No. 5 Pat 
Rafter all early losers, Moya 
found himself in the envi- 
able, but nervewraddng, 
position of challenging for 
No. 1. 

“You cannot say, ‘OK, 
don’t think about that, just 
play your match,'” Moya 
said. “The night before, the 
morning, it always came to 
my min d. I tried not to think 
about it. To play videos, 
watch movies. I was four 
matches away, it was still 
far. I had to play every 
match step-by-step.” 

Moya, the reigning French 
Open champion, was the 
only man to reach the semi- 
finals without dropping a 
set. 

Kuerten, the 1997 Roland 
Garros champion, ruined 
that record, taking advan- 
tage of Moya's second-set. 
jitters to stretch the Spaniard 
to a 6-3, 1-6, 6-1 score. 

“The key of the match was 


the beginning of the third," 
Moya said, “when I broke 
him and then held my serve 
for three-love, I thought ^1 
had a good chance to win." 

Moya, battling a shoulder 
injury and the flu, had made 
a mediocre start to the year. 
He lost in the second round 
at Sydney and in the first 
round of the Australian 
Open and at Marseille. 

He turned the comer when 
he reached the semifinals at 
Dubai last month, and be 
credited coach Jose Perl as 
and fitness trainer Luis 
Miguel Morales with 
pulling him through the 
rough patch. 

“When you are playing 
that bad, you think there's 
no way out, you cannot put 
the ball in even. You cannot 
understand how you won a 
few matches before. 

“They always trusted me a 
loL They showed me there 
was a way out. In Dubai I 
started to play better ... I 
came here and start to play 
better and better." 

After hugging Kuerten, 
Moya rounded up Morales 
and Perlas, joined hands 
with them and leapt 10 
times in the air. 

He said the jumps are nor- 
mally assigned to the loser 
in their football kick-abouts. 

“You know, when you lose 
you have to do 10 jumps,” 
Moya said. ‘Today I didn’t 
lose, but it was like a bet, 
that if I become number one 
everyone has to go on the 
court and jump 10 times.” 

Moya, the 15th man to 
claim the number one spot 
since the rankings were 


Nervous Sydney organisers 
await probe results 


SYDNEY (AFP). — Nervous Sydney 
Olympic organisers art bracing for the 
potentially damaging release Monday of an 
independent report into the city's bid for foe 
2000 Games. 

The inquiry, initialed by the Sydney 
Organising Committtee for foe Olympic 
Games (SOCOG), will reveal whether foe 
AS28 million ($175 million) campaign was 
conducted fairly or was riddled with corrup- 
tion. 

If former auditor of South Australia state 
Tom Sheridan finds damaging evidence in 
more than 3,000 files relating to foe Olympic 
bid it will be referred to foe police or foe 
Independent Commission Against 
Corruption. 

Sydney beat Beijing by two votes to win 
the Games. 

The Olympic movement is already at its 
lowest ebb after Salt Lake City’s admission 
that it gave cash and other inducements to at 
least 25 International Olympic Committee 
members in its bid to win foe 2002 Winter 
Games. 

Australian IOC delegate Phil Coles was 
last week recommended for severe censure 
in an IOC report into the scandal, after 
allegedly accepting more than $60,000 in 
hospitality from Salt Lake City officials. 

Just hours before the report was made pub- 
lic he quit the Australian Olympic 
Committee, saying he had been careless and 
had damaged foe mov ement 

SOCOG chief executive Sandy Hollway 
has admitted public confidence has been 
rocked by the scandal. With Sydney still 200 . 
million dollars short of its target for sponsor- 
ship revenues, any further hiccups could be 
disastrous. 

With ticket sales worth more than $250 
million to Sydney due to start on May 30, the 
last thing SOCOG needs is another distrac- 
tion. 

T want it cleaned up, I want it out of the 
way. I want it dealt with," Hollway said 
recently of foe comiption claims. 

The IOC’s 11 biggest sponsors and numer- 
ous local Australian sponsors have also madf 
it clear they want swift reform, and dfomiami 
for errant officials. 


As one leading Australian sponsor said 
~ recently: “We used to be told what we could 
or couldn’t do with our marketing rights. 
Now that attitude has seriously turned 
around. We call the shots.” 

For weeks newspapers here have speculat- 
ed that all is not above board in Sydney. But 
they doubt whether foe probe will find any 
wrongdoing over hospitality expenses 
because SOCOG kept no itemised accounts 
of entertaining. 

The Sydney Morning Herald, at the fore- 
front of a "come clean" campaign, says 
expenditures were either never put through 
the bid’s accounts or were paid directly by 
sponsors or private individuals. 

About 65 IOC members officially came to 
Sydney on their one allotted visit although 
another 100 trips were arranged for officials 
acting in their capacity as members of the 26 
Olympic sporting federations, the paper has 
reported. 

Sue Bushby, who managed foe hospitality 
programme at the time, claims some IOC 
members were given special attention. 

'They (foe select IOC members) had part 
of their private itineraries handled by senior 
members of foe bid company," she said. 

The Herald has also claimed that 12 IOC 
members enjoyed free holidays at luxurious 
beach resorts in Queensland state. 

Sydney has admitted contributing $20,000 

to the cost of shipping seven takhi ponies 

Mongolia’s national symbol — from an 
Australian zoo to Mongolia after an IOC 
member from that country visited during the 
bid process. 

It was further dragged into the row after 
AOC president John Coates, who spearhead- 
ed foe city s bid, admitted making last- 
rarnure fowling offers worth $2.0 million to 
African officials on the eve of the 1993 vote 
for foe 2000 Games. 

T ™ i £^ seen T “ acceptable bid tactics and 

IC ^c I 5?? der Si uari ^ 101150 Samaranch has 
said Sydney did nothing wrong. 

Australian IOC member Kevan Gosper 
also says he would be stunned if any bribery 
"f ex P° s ^- >dney worked within to 
rates and woiktf competently in an extranr- 
dinanly competitive environment," be said. 
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introduced in 1973. was pre- 
sented with a crystal trophy 
by Australian John 
Newcombe. the second man 
ever to top the i* st - . 

Then Moya, who admitted 
unplugging' his phone earli- 
er in the week to avoid calls 
about the rankings, called 
home. 

“My parents and my 
brother, they were almost 
crying.” he said. “This is foe 
moment which we ve been 
always waiting for.” 

Kuerten was disappointed 
not to reach the final, but 
happy for his friend. 

“He’s been a friend of 
mine for five years already. 
He was already on the top. I 
was just one player. He’s not 
like he didn't talk to me or 
anything like that. 

Tm not happy because he 
beat me, but to see they way 
he celebrated with his 
coach, all together since 
they've been working a long 
time. It’s nice to see.” 

Moya, whose Grand Slam 
history also includes a run- 
ner-up finish in Australia 
and a semifinal appearance 
at the U.S. Open, said he 
didn’t expect his life to 
change, and he didn't expect 
his new status to affect foe 
cameraderie he feels with 
other Spanish players like 
Corretja. 

“Well, he beat me in 
Hannover. That time he was 
No. 3 in the world and I was 
No. 5. 1 was still talking to 
him. 

“I think everything is 
going to be the same. I'm 
going to be the same person 
out of foe court. I hope.” 






Cinema 


Cinema Theorize 


Cinema 



Theorize 


CINEMA TEL463-4144 

PHILADELPHIA T 


Robert De Niro., in 


RONIN 


Shows: 12:30. 2:30, 
6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:463-4144 
PHILADELPHIA ‘2’ 


Tom Hanks 
& Salty Field .. in 


FORREST 

GUMP 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 
6:30, 9:00 


CINEMA TEL:5699238 

PLAZA 


Comedian 
Adel Imam., in 


AL ZATEM 


Shows: 12:15,3:15, 
6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:5677420 

CONCORDE 


Adel Imam 
&Wafd'Amer .. in 

ALWAD 

MAHROUS BTA 
ALWAZIR 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 

CONCORDE 2 

FEAR 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 1 


ABDOUN 

%cns.com.jo/C 


7mow.cns.com.jo/GaUeria 


DANCE 
WITH ME 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


CINEMA TEL:5934793 

GALLERIA 2 


ABDOUN 

7mma.cns.com.jo/Galleria 


Michael Douglas ..in 

A PERFECT 
MURDER 


Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:45 


Hisham Yanes ThettfnT 

TEL 46251 55 


CLOSED 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 
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390 taekwondo players 
prepare for Amman tournament 


By a Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Around 390 taekwondo plav- 
ers i from seven Arab and Asian countries 
will mark the 40-day mourning period of 
the passing away of His Majesty King 
Hussein by taking part in a two-dav inter- 
national championship here. 

Players from Jordan. Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
Palestine Egypt, Lebanon and Chinese 
Taipei will participate in the First Amman 
International Championship for men and 
women, organised by Jordan’s Champions 
^Centre for Taekwondo on March 18-19 at 
•the Palace of Sports. 

President of the Championship’s Higher 
Committee Wa'el Kama! said round-the- 
clock preparations will reflect positively on 
the activity, which will held for the first 
time. 

"The vast participation in the champi- 
onship will help support the game, especial- 
ly that it will come ahead of the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games ^ and the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics," Kamal told .reporters on 
Sunday. 

International referees from Lebanon, 
Egypt. Yemen. Cyprus, Kuwait and Hong 
Kong will be officiating the matches which 
will have an electronic scoring system. 

Four coaches headed by Samer Kamal 
train around 2000 players and another 100 


black-belt holders at the eight-year-old 
Champions Centre. 

Among these players are Wisam Abu Seif, 
who holds three dan black belt and won the 
golden medal in the 1993 national team 
qualifiers; Zaha Talhouni. the Kingdom’s 
Current champion, who holds a three dan 
Black belt and won the 1997-1998 Arab 
championship and AJa’ Kutkut, who holds a 
two dan black belt and won the silver in the 
1998 Asian Games. 

Kama!, currently president of Arab 
Referees Committee, holds six internation- 
al, Olympic and Asian medals and was hon- 
oured for his achievements by the late King 
Hussein with die Independence Medal in 
1988. 

With this selection, the centre won 
Jordan's under- 13 Championship in the 
years 1991-93 and 1995-98; the 13-16 year- 
olds championship in the same years; the 
13-16 year-olds championship for men in 
1992; the 15-17-year-olds championship 
for men in 1992 and 1994 and the champi- 
onship of women’s categories since 1991. 

In 1991 and 1992, the centre took part in 
organising A1 Orthodoxi Club International 
Championship and also organised the first 
women's championship in 1994, the second 
in 1995 and the third in 1996. 
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Boxers to get cash awards 

AMMAN — Jordan Boxing Federation Vice-President Mohammad ‘Eitan has pledged 
to award players who achieve medals in the 9th Pan-Arab Games (A1 Hussein Games). 

In a meeting with the national team. ‘Eitan said JD 1,000 wall be granted to those who 
would win the gold. JD500 for the silver and JD250 will go to boxers who would win 
the bronze. ‘Eitan told the team that some obstacles facing a number of players, were 
under careful study. These include Mohammad Abu Khadijeh, who faces no competi- . 
lion in his category here and will thus participate in the Bangkok Championship in 
April and in a training camp in Kazakhstan. Other players will be trained in line with 
preparations as the Iraqi learn will play here in April followed by a training camp in 
Tunisia. 

Table tennis team to play in Beirut 

AMMAN — The Jordan Table-Tennis Federation is currently preparing*to take part in 
the Arab Federation Championship, which will be held in Beirut March 17-22. Tatiana . 
Najjar and Alia TufTaha will represent the wo njercs. team, . wbi fe MustaSRedhiCand ;; 
lyad Mekna! will represent the men's 1 team. Tuffdha dndAbdul Aziz Redha achieved ■' 
the bronze in the previous event 

Syrian volleyball team arrives today 

.AMMAN — The Syrian women’s volleyball team is expected to arrive on Monday to 
play three friendlies against the national team as part of preparations for the 9th Pan- : 
Arab Games. The Iraqi men’s volleyball team is excepted to arrive here on Friday to 
play friendies against the Jordanian counterparts. 

Compiled by Ahmad Khadb 
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Iranian footballers 
head to U.S. 


TEHRAN ( AFP) — Three 
renowned Iranian foot- 
ballers are en route to the 
United States for a cere- 
mony marking the historic 
Iran- U.S. match in last 


year's World Cup. the offi- 
cial news agency IRNA 
said Sunday. Hamid Estili, 
Ahmad-Reza Abedzadeh 
and Mohammad 

Khakpour were invited by 
a U.S.-based Iranian cul- 


tural group. IRNA said 
without giving further 
details. Iran won last sum- 
mer’s World Cup match 2- 
! in the most important 
sporting competition 
between the two nations 


since Washington broke 
off diplomatic relations 
with Iran following the 
1979 hostage-taking at the 
U.S. embassy in Tehran. 


Mexicans capture 
3rd consecutive 
#U.S. Cup title 


(AFP) — 
Abundis 
7th minute 
i a 2-1 vic- 
nited States 
giving the 
"third con- 
Cup title, 
the first for 
ince Bruce 
►r as coach 

The U.S. 
tee finisher 
orld Cup at 
n three and 
run. 
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: NBA 


Atlanta 

86 

Toronto 

75 

• Dallas 

91 

Vancouver 

74 

Houston 

100 Cleveland 

89 

San Antonio 

92 

Denver 

61 

Utah 

99 

Minnesota 

72 

Orlando 

87 

Golden State 

74 

Portland 

106 LA Clippers 

96 (OT) 



Italian League 


Juventus 

2 

Udinese 

1 

AS Roma 

3 

Bologna 

1 

Parma 

2 

Bari • • 

1 • 

Inter Milan 

2 

AC Milan 

2 



Spanish League 


Atletico Madrid 1 

Real Mallorca 

2 

Real Zaragoza 

0 

CeltaVigo 

1 

R. Santander 

1 

Real Madrid 

3 

Real Betis 

0 

Valencia 

1 

French Cup round of last 16 

Guingamp 

1 

Ulle 

.0 . 

Amiens 

1 

Sedan 

2 

Angouleme 

1 

Troyes 

0 

Clermont 

0 

Le Mans 

2 

Montagnarde 

0 

Rouen 

2 

Lens 

1 

Laval 

1 (AET) 

Laval won 4-2 

on penalties 



German League 


Werder Bremen 0 

Wolfsburg 

1 

Schalke 

2 

VfL Bochum 

2 ’ 

Kaiserslautern 

2 

Nuremberg 

0 

1860 Miwigi 

I 

VfB Stuttgart 

1 

Hamburg SV 

0 

Bayern Munich 


Moncheng. 

0 

MSV Duisburg 

2 


Portuguese League 


Chaves 

2 

Guimaraes 

3 ’ 

FC Porto 

3 

Uniao Leiria 

1 


Dutch First Division 


Heerenveen 


RKC Waalwijk 

0 

PSV Eindhoven 3 

C. Leeuwaarden 

0 

W. II Tilbrug 

2 

DeGraafschap 

0 


Belgian First Division 


G. Ekeren 

l 

Lierse 

1 

Wesierlo 

3 

Standard Liege 

1 

St.-Traiden 

7 

. Lokeren 

0 

Lommel 

0 

_• Harelbeke 

1 

Beveren ' 

1 

Genk 

0 

Anderiecht 

2 

Aalst 

1 

Charleroi 

2 

Kortrijk ■ 

1 

China vs. Iran friendly 


China 

1 

Iran 

0 


Chelsea’s 

title 

dreams 

fade 

LONDON (AJ=P) — 
Chelsea's Italian manager 
Gianluca Vialli admitted 
the battle for the En gli sh 
Premiership title was a 
two-horse race between 
Manchester United and 
Arsenal after the top two 
won and his side suffered 
their second home defeat in 
a row on Saturday. 

Two goals by Andy Cole 
against his old club gave 
treble-chasing United a 2-1 
victory at Newcastle; while 
Arsenal had Emmanuel 
Petit sent off for the third 
time this season but still 
won 2-0 at Evenon. 

Chelsea, who suffered 
their first home loss of the 
season when Manchester 
United knocked them out 
of the FA Cup on 
Wednesday, went down at 
Stamford Bridge for the 
first time in the league this 
season, 1-0 to West Ham. 

Paul Kitson’s 75th- 
minute strike for West Ham 
meant they are a full seven 
points behind United and 
three behind Arsenal even 
though they still have a 
game in hand. 

But fourth-placed Leeds 
are now only two points 
worse off and Vialli said: 
“It’s now a two-horse race 
between Arsenal and 
Manchester United. 

‘The players are disap- 
pointed as we now know 
that our title hopes are fed- 
jngaway. _ _ Hfrr 

• “We will do oui best to 

t -'f M3 .* || V 

inish in the best possible 
position but looking at 
Arsenal and United, it will 
be very difficult indeed.” 

It was 1-1 between rele- 
gation-threatened pair 

Coventry and Blackburn at 
Highfield Road, the goals 
coming from John Aloisi in 
the 22nd minute and the 
Rovers equaliser from 
Jason Wilcox in the 67th. 

Nottingham Forest, cer- 
tainties in most people’s 
minds to go down, gave 
themselves a lifeline with 
an unlikely 3-1 win over 
Wimbledon at Selhurst 
Park. 

Alan Rogers's cross- 
cum-shot put Forest, still 
eight points adrift of safety, 
ahead after 21 minutes. 

“I said: ‘What a bad cross 
that lovely goal is’.” 
quipped Forest manager 
Ron Atkinson afterwards. 

Dougie Freedman (59) 
and Neil Shipperiey (S4) 
completed a deserved 
fourth win of the a season. 

Marcus Gayle’s 79tb 
minute effort for 
Wimbledon was the high- 
light of a poor display 
which will have done little 
for the health of manager 
Joe Kina ear, who is recov- 
ering from a heart attack. 

Charlton, also desperate- 
ly in need of points down at 
the bottom, had to settle for 
a 1-1 draw with Leicester 
at Filbert Street 
But they were happy with 
the point after going a goal 
down to a Neil Lennon 
strike on the hour, then 
having Keith Jones sent off 
for a second yellow card 
and rescuing a draw only 
when Clive Mendonca 
equalised in injury time. 

In-fotm Tottenham, 
meanwhile, showed out-of- 
form Aston Villa no mercy 
and won 1-0 at White Hart 
Lane thanks to an 88th- 
minute goal from Tim 
Sherwood. 



IBF and WBA heavyweight champion Evaoder Holyfield (L) of the U.S. gets hit in the face with a punch by WBC 
heavyweight champion Lennox Lewis (R) of Britain in the first round of their fight at Madison Square Garden in 
New York (AFP photo) 


Lewis-Holyfield showdown 
ruled controversial draw 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Britain’s Lennox Lewis out- 
classed. Evander Holyfield 
for 12 rounds here Saturday 
only to be denied the undis- 
puted world heavyweight 
boxing title when judges 
scored the fight a draw. 

None of the few hard 
blows Holyfield landed was' 
as harsh as the one deliv- 
ered by judges, who robbed 
Lewis of victory in a traves- 
ty after a fight where his 
superior size and reach kept 
Holyfield at bay. 

South African Judge 
Stanley Christodolou 
awarded the fight to Lewis 
116-113. American Judge 
Jean Williams went for 
Holyfield 115-113 and 
British ' Judge "Larry 
O’Conner called the fight a 
115-115 draw. 

The long-awaited fight 
left a bitter taste in the 
mouth of a sellout crowd of 
21.284 at Madison Square 
Garden. Boos greeted the 


decision and the mention of 
promoter Don King's name. 

The result meant 
Holyfield, 36, kept the 
World Boxing Association 
and International Boxing 
Federation titles while 
Lewis, 33. remained the 
World Boxing Council 
champion. 

The verdict, almost cer- 
tain to spark a rematch 
where promoters will again 
try to cash in on unification, 
left Lewis 34-1 and 
Holyfield 36-3 with the first 
draws of their careers. 

About 7,000 Lewis fens 
were chanting and cheering 
as if it were Wembley 
Stadium, many waving the 
Union Jack to back their 
man. 

Lewis would have 
become the first undisputed 
heavyweight champion 
from Britain since Bob 
Fitzsimmons lost the crown 
a century ago. 

Holyfield was unable to 


get near the larger Lewis 
most of the fight and given 
nothing to counterpunch by 
Lewis, who used his larger 
size and reach to maximum 
effectiveness. 

Lewis kept Holyfield at 
bay with his left jab, deny- 
ing Holyfield the chance to 
come inside. Holyfield 
landed only 7 of 17 punches 
in round one and 8 of 24 in 
round two. 

In the third, the round 
Holyfield predicted he 
would knock out Lewis, he 
came out aggressive and 
even backed Lewis into a 
comer. Holyfield scored 
with hooks and uppercuts 
but Lewis effectively coun- 
tered. 

rLewis stunned “Holyfield 
in the fifth, connecting with 
a right to the head after 
Holyfield fell forward fol- 
lowing a miss. Lewis fol- 
lowed with a series of 
punches while Holyfield 
covered against the ropes 


and again struggled to get 
within punching range past 
the left hand of Lewis. 

Lewis dominated as the 
fight wore on, often lower- 
ing his hands to entice 
Holyfield to draw near. 

Holyfield had landed only 
68 punches through seven 
rounds, barely a third of 
Lewis' total, and the ratio 
changed little over the last 
rounds. 

Lewis raised his right fist 
in triumph after the 11th 
round and again in the final 
seconds of the last round 
even as Holyfield clung to 
him. As the final bell sound- 
ed, Lewis yelled “Yes.” 

The three major heavy- 
weight titles were to have 
been reunited for the first 
time since Riddick Bowe 
dropped the WBC belt in a 
trash can in December of 
1992. 


Jazz quintet swing past Timberwolves 


SALT LAKE CITY (R) — 
The old reliable Jazz quintet 
proved fresher and better 
attuned than the younger, 
road-weaiy Minnesota 
Timberwolves on Saturday 
as league-leading Utah 
scored a 99-72 victoiy. 

Karl Malone scored 26 
points and Greg Ostertag 
grabbed a season-high 14 
rebounds and the Jazz hand- 
ed the Timberwolves their 
worst loss of the season as 
both teams played their 
third game in as many 
nights. 

“We were able to catch 
these guys at a good time,” 
Jazz guard John Stockton 
said. “They came in here on 
the third night of a back-to- 
back-to-back just like us, 
only they were a little disor- 
ganised with the new play- 
ers and all.” The 
Timberwolves were playing 
their first game with new 
point guard Terrell 
Brandon, who was acquired 
from Milwaukee in a block- 
buster three-team trade 
Thursday that sent Stephon 
Marbury to New Jersey. 

Stockton handed out 10 
assists for the Jazz, who 
won their fourth straight 
game and their NBA-best 
17th victory. 

Kevin Garnett scored 22 
points for Minnesota (13-8) 
in Houston, Hakeem 
Olajuwon continued his 
resurgence. Charles Barkley 
reached a milestone, Scottie 
Pippen dominated in the 
fourth quarter and the hot- 
shooting Houston Rockets 
kept rolling with a 100-89 
victory over the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

Olajuwon scored 24 
points to lead the Rockets in 
scoring. 

“I'm progressing as the 
season progresses,” 

Olajuwon said. 

“I feel much more com- 
fortable and I’m getting into 
the flow of the game better. 


I’m comfortable and feeling 
stronger.” Barkley joined 
Wilt Chamberlain and 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as 
the only players in NBA 
history with 20,000 points. 
10,000 rebounds and 4,000 
assists. Barkley, who need- 
ed one assist to accomplish 
the feat, collected 15 points, 
10 rebounds and six assists. 

“It’s a real great honour 
and I’m glad it’s behind 
me,” Barkley said. 

Pippen scored half of his 
16 points in the final period, 
when the Rockets saw their 
lead shrink to four before 
pulling away. Pippen added 
10 assists and eight 
rebounds. 

In Oakland, the Orlando 
Magic halted a three-game 
losing streak with an 87-74 
victory over the Golden 
State Warriors. 

In Los Angeles, the 
Clippers’ winning streak 
ended at one game as Brian 
Grant scored a season-high 
25 points and grabbed 14 
rebounds to lead the 
Portland Trail Blazers (16- 
4) to a 1 06-96 overtime vic- 
tory. 

In San Antonio, the 
Denver Nuggets came up 
very short against the twin 
towers of the San Antonio 
Spurs. 

With no one in the starting 
lineup taller than 6-9 (2.06 
m), the Nuggets were 
smothered by seven-footers 
(2.13 m) Tim Duncan and 
David Robinson, setting a 
club record for fewest 
points in a 92-61 loss. 

In Atlanta, Alan 
Henderson scored a season- 
high 24 points and Dikembe 
Mutombo added 16 points 
and 13 rebounds as the 
Atlanta Hawks beat the 
Toronto raptors 86-75. 

In Dallas, the lowly 
Mavericks handed the woe- 
ful Vancouver Grizzlies 
their 11th straight defeat 


91-74. 

Hubert Davis buried four 
3-pointers in the fourth 
quarter and Michael Finley 
scored 21 points to help the 
Mavericks post their second 
straight victory after a four- 


game losing streak. 

The game was delayed 
briefly due to a slippery 
substance on the floor, a 
problem which delayed the 
Mavericks' home game on 
Tuesday by 70 minutes. 


DOG FOUND 


If you recently lost a black Shih Tzu 


please telephone 5815782 (evenings). 



SOCIETY FOR CARE OF 
NEUROLOGICAL PATIENTS 

and The Amman Road Runners 

present 

The 7th Amman-Dead Sea 
Ultra Marathon (50km) 

Friday 9th of April, 1999 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 


Amman Road Runners 

Telefax (962-6) 5930435 between 9am & 6pm 
RQl Box 926674 Amman 1 1 1 1 0 JORDAN 
www.deadsuuMrathon.Gom 
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LG Electronics 
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change on freeing 
Palestinian prisoners 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu denied reports 
Sunday that his government 
had dropped its hardline 
refusal to free Palestinians 
jailed for carrying out attacks 
on Israelis. 

Speaking during a cabinet 
meeting. Netanyahu said he 
would never order the release 
of Palestinians “with blood on 
their hands, those who either 
wounded or killed Israelis, 
because we have not changed 
our criteria for freeing securi- 
ty prisoners.” 

But Netanyahu acknowl- 
edged that his government 
was considering freeing some 
Palestinian detainees as a 
“goodwill gesture” for the 
Muslim feast of the sacrifice, 
“Eid AJ Adha. which falls this 
year on March 27, his office 
said. 

The prisoner issue is one of 
the most emotional for the 
Palestinians and Israel's 
refusal to release detainees 
“with blood on their hands” 
sparked widespread rioting in 
the occupied territories last 
year which in turn contributed 
to the breakdown of the Wye 
River peace accord. 

Netanyahu was responding 
to a newspaper report that 
Israeli and Palestinian offi- 
cials have secretly worked out 
a compromise deal to release 


100 Palestinians political pris- 
oners. 

The Yedic* Ahronot news- 
paper reported that Israel had 
agreed to ease its stance and 
would release some 
Palestinians convicted of 
involvement in attacks in 
which Israelis were hurt but 
not killed. 

Those released were to be 
members of PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh movement 
who have spent more than 10 
years in jail and served at least 
two-thirds of their sentences, 
the newspaper said. 

Yediot said Israeli Internal 
Security Minister Avigdor 
Kahalani negotiated the com- 
promise with PLO deputy 
leader Mahmoud Abbas and 
chief peace negotiator Saeb 
Erekat and was currently 
finalising the list of releasable 
prisoners. 

Kahalani 's office declined 
to either confirm or deny the 
report, and there was no 
immediate comment from the 
Palestinian National 

Authority. 

Palestinian sources estimate 
that around 3,000 Palestinians 
are held in Israeli jails and 
some 2,000 of these were 
convicted of politically moti- 
vated crimes, most of them 
committed before the first 
Israeli-PLO peace accord was 
signed in 1993. 


The Palestinians say barely 
200 of the prisoners actually 
killed Israelis and the majori- 
ty were not directly involved 
in bloody actions but 
belonged to groups behind 
such attacks. 

Under the Wye River inter- 
im peace accord signed last 
October in Washington. Israel 
agreed to release 750 
Palestinian prisoners in three 
batches to coincide .with 
staged further withdrawals 
from the West Bank. 

Israel released a first group 
of 250 prisoners in tandem 
with a first troop pullback in 
November, but only 100 of 
them were political detainees 
and the rest common crimi- 
nals. 

The Wye accord does not 
stale explicitly which cate- 
gories of prisoners were to be 
released, but the PNA main- 
tains that it referred only to 
political prisoners. 

Netanyahu's hardline on the 
issue triggered three weeks of 
violence across the West 
Bank at the end of last year in 
which four Palestinians were 
killed and scores injured. 

The outbreak of violence 
was one of the reasons given 
by Israel for suspending 
implementation of die Wye 
accord in December, in partic- 
ular ,the second and third troop 
pullouts from the West Bank. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Two wounded in shelling in Lebanon 

TYRE (R) — A Lebanese man and woman were wounded on 
Sunday in shelling from inside Israel's south Lebanon occupation 
zone, a security source said. Kassera Nasser, 70. and Fatima 
Muqashar. 30. were wounded in the village ofHaddarha just noth 
of the western sector of the 15 km deep occupation zone, the 
source added. In Beirut, a spokesman for the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah guerrilla movement claimed responsibility for several 
attacks on positions of Israeli (mops aDd their local South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia allies inside the zone. 

Israeli settler killed on army firing range 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The mangled body of a 16-year-old Isaeli 
youth was found Sunday on an army firing range in the West 
Bank, police said. The teenager, whose name was not immediate- 
ly disclosed, had apparently {ricked up an unexploded shell or 
other explosive device, police spokeswoman Linda Menuhin said. 
The youth, who was from the nearby Jewish settlement of Maale 
Adumim. had been missing since Saturday morning, she said 

Arafat holds talks with Sultan Qaboos 

MUSCAT l AP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat discussed 
the Middle East peace process with Sultan Qaboos on Sunday, foe 
official Oman news agency reported. It said Arafat briefed Qaboos 
on plans to declare a Palestinian state. Oman was Arafat's third 
stop in the Gulf after Saudi Arabia arid the United Arab Emirates. 

Iran executes killer of former official 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran has executed a man who took part in killing 
a former prison chief and revolutionary prosecutor, the official 
news agency IRNA reported on Sunday. Ifcquoted the Tehran rev- 
olutionary court as saying Ali Asghar Ghazaitfaraejad-Jelodar, 
convicted for Iris part in the assassination of AssadoDah Lajevardi 
List August was executed on Saturday in the Evin prison in north- 
ern Tehran. There were no details on how the sentence was car- 
ried out The man. a member of the Iraq-based armed opposition 
group Mujahideen Khalq Organisation, was charged with fighting 
the country’s religious system and spreading corruption on earth. 

‘Egyptian party members arrested 5 

CAIRO t R) — Egyptian authorities have arrested three members 
of the opposition Tasammu party and charged them with threat- 
ening national security by calling for defiance of a proposed 
labour law. a rights group said on Sunday. The Egyptian 
Organisation for Human Rights (EOHR) said Mohammad 
Hassan Ouf, Yehia Fekry Amin and Wael Mohammad Tawfik 
were arrested on Friday after the party held a seminar on a draft 
labour law designed to unify legislation between the private and 
public sectors. It said the three were blindfolded throughout a two- 
hour interrogation. State prosecutors accused them of harming 
national interests by advising public sector employees to oppose 
the law. which has not yet been passed by parliament Bail was set 
at 500 pounds ($146.60) each, EOHR said, The proposed labour 
law bans the right to strike, gives employers greater powers to dis- 
miss employees, and reduces workers’ vacation time and mater- 
nal leave for working mothers, other rights groups say. 

‘Syria asks to open drug factory in Iraq’ 

BAGHDAD (R) — Syria has asked to set up a drug plant in Iraq 
under Iraqi supervision, an Iraqi newspaper said on Sunday. “The 
health ministry... is studying a Syrian demand to establish a med- 
icine factory in Iraq.” the weekly A1 Musawir AI Arabi said The 
paper said the plant would belong to the private sector and would 
aim to supplement the public sector. It said the request came from 
the Syrian AI Razzi laboratories for drug industries. 

Iraq says U.S., U.K. blocking pilgrims 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq's foreign ministiy on Sunday 
accused the United Sores and Britain of deliberately blocking a 
UN. accord aimed at financing Iraqis on the annual pilgrimage to 
Mecca. "The American and British representatives on the U.N. 
Sanctions Committee were opposed to Iraq spending its own 
money-, to allow its citizens to undertake the pilgrimage,” a min- 
istry statement said Sanctions Committee Chairman Arnold Peter 
van Walsum on Friday sad Iraq was still refusing a U ^.-pro- 
posed compromise to allow 22.000 Iraqi pilgrims to carry out the 
pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia, known as the Haj. 


U.S. envoy 
draws 
protests in 
Lebanon 


KARAK (AFP) — The U.S. 
ambassador David Satterfield 
was caught up in a hostile 
demonstration in the eastern 
Belcaa Valley on Sunday, and 
his convoy was forced to drive 
over an Israeli flag, security 
services here said 

Satterfield's bodyguards 
were obliged to cock their 
weapons to dear a way 
through a crowd of about 200 
supporters of (be Shiite Muslim 
Hizbollah movement and the 
Syrian Social Nationalist Party 
— which calls for Lebanon © 
be part of a Greater Syria — in 
this village just north of the 
town of Zahieh. 

The demonstrators, marking 
the 21st anniversary of the 
Israeli occupation of southern 
Lebanon, shouted slogans 
attacking US. support of Israel 
and spread an Israeli flag on the 
road in the pa* of the ambas- 
sador's convoy. After the cars 
had driven over it, the protest- 
ers trampled k. 

Satterfield drove on to the 
Christian village of Qaa. north 
of the town of Baalbek, to pre- 
sent diplomas to information 
technology students. 

Local officials in Qaa. 
including member of parlia- 
ment Marwan Fares, issued a 
statement describing the 
ambassador's visit as “basely 
exploiting the end of acomput- 
mg eourse" when his country's 
activities in the region “only 
serve the interests of the Zionist 
enemy.” 

’The American ambassador 
uses the cover of h umanitari an 
activities, although his country 
is supplying Israel with bombs, 
rockets and fighter planes that 
kH3 our children in southern 
Lebanon and in Baalbek, and 
destroy the infrastructure built 
under the guidance of 
[Lebanese] President Emile 
Lahoud and [Syrian] Resident 
Hafez AI Assad" the statement 
said 
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ANTI-PINOCHET DEMO IN HUMAN RIGHTS SQUARE: Protestors take part in an anti-Pinochet demonstra- 
tion Sunday on the Human Rights Square in Paris, ahead of Chilean President Eduardo Frei’s official visit to 
France on Monday. Former Chilean dictator General Augnsto Pinochet is under police custody in London fight- 
ing extradition to Spain, where a judge wants to try him for human rights violations during -his 1973-90 dicta- 
torship (AP photo) 


Eight executed for attacks on Iraqi clerics 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Eight 
Iraqi men were executed for 
assassinating two senior Shiite 
Muslim clerics last year and 
attacking another, the state- 
run AI Jumburiya daily report- 
ed Sunday. 

The men were hanged on 
Saturday after a state security 
court sentenced them to death, 
the paper said It did not say 
when or where the trial was 
held 

The paper gave the names of 
the eight men but did not say 
which attacks each of the men 
was involved in. 

Several Shiite clergymen 
have been killed in Iraq in 
recent years. The government, 
which is dominated by Sunni 
Muslims, has blamed the 
attacks on foreign countries. 

AI Jumhuriya said the eight 


men confessed to the crimes 
“and they will be given their 
just penalty.” The paper said 
dial those convicted included 
assailants who killed 
Ayatollah Mur tadha Ali 
Mohammed Ibrahim 

Borujerdi in April last year. He 
was gunned down in the 
Shiite religious city of Najaf. 
160 kilometres south of 
Baghdad 

Al Jumhuriya said some of 
die men also were convicted 
in die HmiH of Ayatollah 
Mirza Ali Gharavi. who was 
shot and killed last June as he 
was being driven to his home 
in Najaf. 

Some also were involved in 
an attack on another senior 
cleric. Grand Ayatollah Ali 
Sustani. the paper said 

It was the first disclosure 


that there was an attack in 
November 1996 aimed at 
Sustani. who now is the high- 
est ranking Shiite cleric in 
Najaf. The paper did not say 
when the incident occurred It 
said that two of Sustani’s 
bodyguards were killed but 
That the cleric was unhurt. 

There have been no reports 
of convictions in other cases 
involving attacks on clerics. 

Ayatollah Bashir Hussein .Al 
Bakistani was injured in 
January when an assailant 
threw a grenade into his office 
in Najaf. 

Three people visiting him 
were killed Iraqi newspapers 
reported ai the time. 

The supreme religious 
leader before Sustani. Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammed Sadiq 
Ai Sader. was assassinated in 


February along with two of 
his sons in Najaf. 

Iraqi dissidents blamed the 
Sadere’ deaths on the govern- 
ment of Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein, and there were 
reports of riots in a low- 
income Shiite suburb in 
Baghdad as well as Shiite 
cities in the south. 

The government denied 
there were any disturbances. 

At least one man has been 
arrested in connection with 
the Sader case. Iraqi media 
have reported 
In an attempt to show gov- 
ernment concern for the 
Shiites, state-run newspapers 
reported Sunday that Saddam 
has donated 450 million 
dinars ($225,000) to refurbish 
a Shiite Muslim shrine in 
Najaf. 


‘Syria mast drop 
Golan demand 
before talks resume’ 


ABU GOSH (AFP) — 
Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens said Sunday that 
renewed U.S. efforts to revive 
peace talks between Israel and 
Syria woul d succe ed only if 
Damascus dropped its condi- 
tions concerning a return of 
the Golan Heights. 

“Attempts to renew the 
peace negotiations with Syria 
are totally one-sided,” Arens 
said as a senior U.S. official 
was in Damascus to discuss 
peace efforts and the crisis in 
Lebanon. 

“As long as Damascus 
sticks by its demand for the 
full return of the Golan 
Heights as a condition for 
resuming negotiations, they 
will not resume," Arens said 
during a campaign visit to this 
Arab town outside Jerusalem. 

He spoke as the top U.S. 
Stare Department official for 
tire Middle East Martin 
Indyk, met in Damscus with 
Foreign Minister Farouk Al 
Shara on the peace process. 

Indyk, a former ambassador 
to Israel, said afterwards the 
two men discussed "bow to 
prepare the ground for an 
effort to resume the negotia- 
tions on *e Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks after the 
Israeli elections” in May. 

Israel-Syria negotiations 
were suspended three years 
ago before the right-wing 
government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu came to power in 


May 1996 elections. 

During the talks, Israel’s 
previous Labour government 
agreed to the principle of trad- 
ing territory on the Golan 
Heights in return tor peace 
with Syria. 

Netanyahu has refused 
Syrian demands that the 
peace talks resume where 
they left off. 

In the absence of an Israeli- 
Syrian accord. Israel has also 
been unable to end the fight- 
ing in Lebanon, the last active 
batdefront in the Arab- Israeli 
conflict where Israel occupied 
a buffer zone along the neigh- 
bouring state's southern bor- 
der. 

Lebanon, which is dominat- 
ed by Syria, has refused to 
negotiate separately with 
Israel, demanding either a 
unilateral Israeli withdrawal 
from south Lebanon or a 
negotiated regional peace 
including a Golan pullout 

A recent spate of troop loss- 
es in Lebanon, including the 
killing by Syria-backed guer- 
rillas of Israel’s top general in 
the zone, has increased pres- 
sure on the Israeli government 
to resolve the conflict 

Opposition Labour Party 
chief and prime minis terial 
candidate Ehud Barak, who 
leads Netanyahu in most 
opinion polls, had promised if 
elected to withdraw from 
Lebanon within a year and 
resume peace negotiations 
with Syria. 



weapons 
makers deploy in Gulf 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Despite a cash crunch, the 
wold's top arms manufacturers 
deployed in force at a defence 
exhibition which opened here 
Sunday in the Gulf, a region 
which has seen two major con- 
flicts in as many decades. 

Sheikh Ben Zayed Al 
Nahayan. deputy supreme 
commander of the Emirati 
armed forces, opened the five- 
day fair which has attracted 
more than 800 exhibitors — a 
record for the biannual show 
launched in 1993 — from 40 
countries. 

The show comes on the heels 
of a slight recovery in oil prices, 
which last year fell more than 
30 per cent. 

“It’s all oil- related in this 
region. There's already a new 
air of optimism with oil prices 
on the way up,” said defence 
analyst Paul Beaver, referring 
to an accord last week to slash 
more than two million barrels a 
day off wold output 

Britain tops foe list of 
exhibitors, followed by France 
and die United States, whDe 
Bosnia and Kuwait are among 
the newcomers along with Iran, 
making a debut despite an 
islands dispute with the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 

The UAE itself is in the mar- 
ket to build up its navy with six 
patrol boats, eight corvettes and 
at least 10 fast interceptor ves- 
sels. with the smallercraft like- 
ly to be awarded locally. 

'Their priority is still the air 
force. Until they dear the decks 
on aircraft ami with depressed 
oil prices, we don’t expect any 
major contract from the navy,” 


said a European ship industry 
executive. 

Last year, the UAE agreed in 
principle to purchase 80 F-I6 
Block 60 fighters from US. 
mmufacturer Lockheed 
Martin. But the negotiations 
have reportedly stalled over 
codes for electronic warfare 
systems. 

A UAE military spokesman 
on Sunday ruled out rival bids 
but stressed a final contract 
needed more time because of 
“complex” negotiations. 

“The selection has been 
made last year for the F- 1 6. The 
deal is going on and we have no 
ambiguity on that” Colonel 
Staff Obeid Al Kitbi told 
reporters. 

“It's a major defence project 
which takes time and effort 
from all parties.” he said. “We 
have no timeframe [for a final 
deal] because of the complexity 
of the negotiations.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen, on a visit to 
Abu Dhabi last week, 
expressed guarded confidence 
thai the $6 trillion sale was still 
on track. *T think we are mov- 
ing ahead with the proposal... 
We hope to continue to make 
progress on n.” 

The UAE wants the fighter to 
be capable of identifying other 
U.S.-made warplanes as poten- 
tial foes, something which the 
Pentagon has resisted, accord- 
ing to U.S. defence officials 

Industry sources said British 
Aerospace is hoping to “piggy- 
back” a contract for Hawk 
trainer aircraft following *e 
UAEs purchase of 30 Mirage 
2000-9 combat aircraft 


Saudi Arabia welcomes Muslims for annual pilgrimaqe 


MECCA (AFP) — Saudi Arabia is wel- 
coming the largest gathering of 
Muslims in the world as the faithful fly 
in from around the world to perform the 
annual Haj pilgrimage later this month. 

Although the attendance from Asian 
countries is expected to be greatly 
reduced following their economic 
crises, about two million people from 
inside and ouiside the kingdom are esti- 
mated to be on their way or already 
here. 

The Saudi authorities have spent 
months preparing for the pilgrimage 
and devising new methods of control- 


ling the massive crowds. Safety mea- 
sures are in place to try and avoid the 
stampedes and fires of previous years. 

According to passport services direc- 
tor general Asaad Ben Abdul Karim Al 
fish, almost half a million pilgrims had 
already arrived this weekend in the 
western Holy City of Mecca to perform 
the Haj, a journey every Muslim must 
undertake at least once if they have the 
means. 

They will wear unsewn white cloth, 
symbolising their equality before God, 
throughout the pilgrimage that culmi- 
nates on Mount Arafat. 


The airport at the Red Sea port of 
Jeddah has boosted flights to 560 aday. 
State-owned Saudi Arabian Airlines has 
said it plans to fly in about 600.000 pil- 
grims to this and other airports. 

About 474,000 pilgrims will come 
from Asia, the Middle East, Africa, 
Europe and the Americas, while 
123,000 will be flown from within ihe 
kingdom, the state-owned airline’s 
chief, Khaled Ben Abdullah Ben Bala, 
said. 

Saudi Arabia decides on how many 
pilgrims will come from each country, 
by applying a quota system — 1,000 


pilgrims for every million people in the 
population. 

But the number of Asian pilgrims will 

plummet this year, in the case of 

fodonesia from 200,000 to 71.000 as 
harsh economic uncertainties begin to 
bite and travel costs escalate. 

Pilgrims from within the kingdom 
will alp be reduced as a new Govern- 
ment decree comes into force, banning 
cozens from making the pilgrimagi 
more than once everv five years 
Authorities an; also stepping up the 
Ptljmrage's organisation in a bid w 
avoid the tragedies of the past. 


Ski resort to end 
nude tradition 

DENVER (AFP) — The 
Colorado ski resort of Crested 
Butte has banned nude skiing 
on its slopes next monfa, 
putting an end to an annual 
event lhar began 25 years ago. 

The practice of doing in the 
buff on the last day of the season 
has become an embarrassment 
for this posh yet family-friendly 
resort south of Aspen. Last year 
hundreds of nude skiers from 
across the U.S. west took ewer 
the resort's slopes and solarium? 
as scores of sightseers recorded 0 
the action with video cameras. 

To ensure that skiers are proper- 
ly attired on April 18. the sea- 
son's final day. the resen 
announced it had formed a spe- 
cial patrol to comb the resort for 
violators. 

Swiss ‘jail break 
king’ behind bars 

BERN ( AP» — Walter Stuerm. 
widely known as Switzerland’s 
“jail break king." is back behind 
bars. Police said that Stuerm 
was arrested on suspicion of 
taking part in a 100.000 Swiss 
franc ($68,000) armed robbery 
of a bank along with an esc^jed 
convict He was released from 
jail last October after serving a 4) 
10-year sentence for robbery. 
Stuerm. 57. has achieved nea- 
cult status in Switzerland for 
breaking out of prison eigfs 
times. "Gone looking for Easter 
eggs." was a typically cheeky 
message he l eft behind for- 
warders on one occasion. 

French hamlet 
calmly awaits 
obliteration 

CHAMBERY (.AFP) — A 
2300-tonne boulder sat poised 
Sunday to topple on to the ham- 
let of Saint-Jean in the French 
Alps- while residents evacuat- 
ed from their homes below $ 
looked on. “We can’t com- I 
plain." said Danielle. 35. who | 
was one of 76 residents hur- B 
riedly evacuated four days ago 
when die boulder's tilt acceler- 
ated dramatically. She said she 
and her family had been relocat- 
ed into a comfortable, modem 
apartment in La Tania ski resort 
above the boulder. “Mv older 
daughter is delighted because 
she can go outside to ski." 
Danielle said. Tbe massive rock 
has been closely monitored 
since a series of landslides in 
1 974. But when the average one 
millimetre a month tilt accekr- • 
ated to 83 millimetres aday. the 
evacuation cider was given. 

Food critic ends 4 
secrecy efforts 

NEW YORK (AFP) — After 
consuming 2.800 restaurant 
meals in more than five years of 
writing food reviews for the 
New York Times. Ruth Reichl 
is about to abandon the cloak- 
and-dagger routine. Reichl. 51, 
will stop wearing wigs, fake 
glasses and other disguises as 
she moves to a new job as head 
of the monthly cooking and 
travel “Gourmet” magazine. 

Tn three weeks, it’s over — no 
mere wigs. It'll be so great" 

Reichl exclaimed during jw 
recent luncheon with AFP ft** 
which she had concealed her 
black curly hair under a blond 
wig and her face behind thick- 
framed fake glasses. 

Government 
announces reward 
for rat catchers 

GAUHATI (AP) — Wanted; 
rats, dead or alive. A govern- 
ment in a remote northeastern 
Indian state is offering a cash 
reward lo any one bringing a rtf 
tail. Whh thousands of big 
rp tients feasting on foodgrains. 
tfibespeople in the mcwntainoi)| 
of Mizoram are 
into rat killers. ‘The sirmrinn is 
indeed alarming and if preven- 
tive steps arc not taken imrnafi* 
afcly. the state may witness a 
*vere disaster," ’ said G 
Kokh uma, vice chairman of 
^ly-formed state rodent cod* 
frol committee. “The rats have 
cau - se d extensive damage to 
human properties, paddy fields, 
pspper cultivation, besides bit" : 

^ people." Rokhuma told the 
Associated Press. The state gpv-- 
wiment already has pad. 

90 - 000 nrpees (S2.100) as 
reward to rat catchers. 




